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Amaechi is our battle axe, Ohanaeze Ndigbo declares

Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide has 
described the new “Dan 
Amanar Daura,” Rt. 

Hon. Chibuike Amaechi, as the 
beloved son of the Igbo nation 
and the battle-axe  of Ndigbo. It 
affirmed that the title bestowed 
on Amaechi by the Daura Emirate 
Council has opened a new link 

between the north and eastern 
region of Nigeria.

The group made this known on 
Sunday via an electronic statement 
by its Secretary General, Mazi 
Okechukwu Isiguzoro, insisting 

How Senegal clinched AFCON 2021
g2Humbles Egypt in penalty shootout
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How Senegal clinched AFCON 2021

Senegal lifted its 
first first African 
Cup of Nations 
(AFCON) yesterday 
in Cameroun 

after defeating seven-time 
continental champions, 
Egypt on penalty. 

Senegal, Africa’s highest 
FIFA-ranked country, 
dominated the first half of 
the encounter and were 
rewarded with a penalty 
as early as the 7th minute 
which Sadio Mane failed to 
convert. 

Mohamed Salah had a 
fine effort saved by Senegal 
goalkeeper, Edward Mendy, 
while Cheikhou Kouyate 
put an effort wide in the 
dying minutes of the half. 

The Teranga Lions 

continued to dominate at the 
resumption of the second 
half with The Pharaohs 
waiting on counter-attacks 
and set-pieces.

The match went into 
penalties after it ended 0 – 0 
during the regular playing 
time of 90 minutes and the 
added extra time of 30 mins.

Chelsea’s Edouard Mendy 
then saved Mohanad 
Lasheen’s spot-kick to give 
Mane the chance to win the 
trophy for Senegal. 

Meanwhile, Gabaski had 
made three good saves from 
Senegal’s Bamba Dieng in 
extra time.

Sadio Mane stepped 
forward to score the winning 
spot-kick as Senegal beat 
Egypt 4-2 on penalties to 
clinch their first-ever Africa 
Cup of Nations.

By Kelvin Oviri

Senegal players after winning the spot-kick

Mane with the AFCON Cup, Credit: BBC
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Why Peter Obi should succeed Buhari, by Nwodo

A former National 
Chairman of 
the Peoples 
D e m o c r a t i c 
Party (PDP), 

Okwesilieze Nwodo, has 
said that erstwhile Governor 
of Anambra State, Peter Obi, 
is the best President Nigeria 
will have in 2023.

Nwodo, a former Governor 
of Enugu State, therefore, 
urged different political 
parties, especially the PDP, 
in the interest of fairness, 
equity and justice, to zone 
their presidential tickets to 
the South East, saying that 
the Ndigbo had credible and 
qualified hands, like Peter 
Obi, as capable of leading 
the nation.

Speaking on Arise TV, 
breakfast programme, The 
Morning Show, Nwodo 
argued strongly on the need 
for the country to re-awaken 
her conscience and allow 
Igbos a chance to lead the 
nation, adding that it would 
not only serve to promote 
justice, fairness and equity 
in the country, but would 
heal the wounds of the 
unpleasant past and restore 
confidence in the country, 
among the Igbo.

Specifically mentioning 
Obi as capable of leading the 
nation to enviable heights, 

Obi

and proffer solutions to 
them and effectively tackle 
the insecurity problems 
in the country, qualities 
embedded in Obi, going by 
his antecedents.

Speaking glowingly about 
the former governor, who 
was the Vice Presidential 
candidate of the PDP in the 
February 23, 2019 election, 
he said Nigeria must give 
him the chance to lead the 
country out of the woods.

Hear him: “Peter Obi was 
the first governor in Nigeria, 
who upon leaving office, 
left monumental resources, 
both in fixed deposits, 
investments and cash, 
for his successor. And till 
today, no N10 of Anambra’s 
money has been traced to his 
pocket. He was an extremely 
successful businessman 
and has gone to all the 
business schools in the 
world to improve his grasp 
of entrepreneurship and 
economic development,” he 
said.

Nwodo called on the 
political parties, especially 
the PDP, to reconsider their 
stand on zoning, heed the 
clamour for Igbo Presidency 
and massively support the 
Igbo who had remained 
loyal to the party over the 
years.

he explained that the next 
Nigerian President should 
be a person of integrity, 
knowledgeable about the 
workings of the economy, 
with clear economic 

roadmap to lift Nigerians 
out of poverty, one whose 
lifestyle embodied service 
before wealth and a person 
with great communication 
skills, capable of articulating 

Nigeria’s problems.
Such a person must also 

be able to carry Nigerians 
along and must be educated 
enough to see through the 
problems of the country 

Amaechi

Amaechi is our battle axe, Ohanaeze Ndigbo declares
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

that for justice and equity, 
the Igbo should produce the 
president of the country in 
2023.

The statement explained 
that “the pan-Nigerian 
postures of the Honorable 
Minister for Transportation 
had strengthened the cordial 
relationship between the 
North and Eastern Nigeria, 
which has brightened up 
the opportunity for the 
emergence of a New Nigeria 
anchored on justice and 
equity.”

It added: “Amaechi’s 
title has opened a new link 
between the North and 
Eastern region, which will 
boost the chance of the Igbo 
in 2023.

“2023 Igbo Presidency 
accommodates all 
prominent sons and 
daughters from all Igbo- 
speaking areas, including 
Delta and Rivers States. Rt. 
Hon. Chibuike Amaechi 

is the only bridge linking 
South/South, Southeast and 
the North, he is more of an 
asset to Ndigbo, as all eyes 
of the Igbo are on 2023. 
Everyone is important to 
the realization of 2023 Igbo 
Presidency, and there will 
be no segregation in the 
2023 Igbo Project.

“Ndigbo expects more 
efforts that will make 
Southeastern Nigeria benefit 
from the dividends from 
the Federal Government 
projects under the Ministry 
of Transport. We have the 
assurances that Rt. Hon 
Chibuike Amaechi, will 
deliver all railway, deep-sea 
and dry sea projects in the 
Southeast and South- South 
before the end of the year.

“Ndigbo is proud of 
the upright declaration of 
his Igboness, which is the 
personality traits for his 
accomplishments, right 
from the beginning of his 
political trajectory and to his 
future aspirations.”
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NIN-SIM linkage: SERAP writes Buhari 
over ‘unlawful access to subscribers’ details

Delta 2023 Guber: DC-23 Releases List of Final Three 
Aspirants, as Ijaw Raises Alarm Over Political Ambush 

Bayelsa agog as 
Jonathan, Osinbajo, 
Ayu, governors, 
unveil projects 

Nigeria Accounts For 
Country With Third 
Highest Number Of 
FGM Worldwide
 – UNICEF

By DeBorah Musa, 
aBuja

 By onyeBuchi saMpson

By GaBriel elozino

A Lagos-based rights 
group, the Socio-
Economic Rights and 

Accountability Project (SERAP) 
has written to President Mu-
hammadu Buhari over alleged 
unlawful access to subscribers’ 
details through the NIN-SIM 
linkage programme.

  The group urged the 
President to use his “good 
offices and leadership posi-
tion to urgently review and 
rescind his reported approval 
for security agencies to access 
people’s personal details via 
NIN-SIM linkage without due 
process of law.”

   SERAP in the letter 
also urged the President to 
“send executive bills to the 
National Assembly to repeal 
and reform all laws, which 
are inconsistent and incompat-
ible with Nigerians’ rights to 
privacy, dignity and liberty.

 The letter followed reports 
that some security agencies 
have received presidential 
approval to access people’s 
personal details via the da-
tabase of the National Identity 

Ahead of activities slated for 
the second anniversary of 
Governor DouyeDiri in 

office on February 14, Yanagoa, 
the state capital and its environs 
are bubbling as activities com-
mence today.

  Vice President YemiOsinbajo, 
former President Goodluck 
Jonathan, governors of the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
and the party’s National chair-
man, IyorchiaAyu, are among 
prominent personalities invited 
for the celebrations.

  Others are former Governor 
Seriake Dickson, members of the 
National Assembly, as well as 
religious and traditional leaders. 

  A statement issued by the 
Bayelsa State Commissioner for 
Information, Orientation and 
Strategy, AyibainaDuba, who is 
also chairman of the Media/ and 
Publicity Committee, revealed 
that a two-week programme of 
activities involves inauguration of 
projects by Jonathan, Oyo State 
Governor, OluseyiMakinde, his 
counterparts, Udom Emmanuel 
(AkwaIbom), NyesomWike (Riv-
ers), Bala Mohammed (Bauchi), 
Aminu Tambuwal (Sokoto) and 
IfeanyiOkowa (Delta)

Osinbajo will perform the 
flag-off of the bridge construc-
tion project linking Oporoma, 
headquarters of the Southern 
Ijaw Council from Angiama 
Community on the Yenagoa-
Oporoma road on February 17.

Projects scheduled for inaugu-
ration include the Bayelsa Mega 
Media Complex housing the state 
radio and television stations as 
well as the newspaper corporation, 
the Bayelsa Health Insurance 
Scheme Complex, the New 
Yenagoa City link bridge and 
access roads, Igbedi Community 
road, Elebele Bridge and the 
Nembe Unity Bridge. 

Also slated for inauguration 
are the Igbogene-Okarki road, 
transport terminal building, as 
well as lecture halls and labo-
ratories at the Bayelsa Medical 
University. 

Other activities include 
groundbreaking ceremonies of the 
Smart Learning Centre housing 
the DouyeDiri Industrial Skill and 
Entrepreneurial Training Centre, 
the new commissioner’s quarters, 
flag-off of the dry season farm-
ing in the state and the Bayelsa 
Agriculture exposition.

  As part of the anniversary 
activities, the state will host a 
two-day meeting of the PDP 
governors in Yenagoa on February 
13 and 14.

The United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund (UNI-
CEF) has expressed concern over 
the rise in cases of female genital 
mutilation (FGM) in Nigeria.

Giving the statistics of an 
estimate of 19.9 million survivors, 
it said, Nigeria accounts for the 
country, with the third-highest 
number of Girls and women who 
have undergone female gender 
mutilation(FGM) worldwide

UNICEF disclosed that FGM is 
on the increase among Nigerian 
girls in the age gap from 0-14, 
with rates from 16.9 percent in 
2013 to 19.2 percent in 2018, 
a development described as a 
“worrying trend.”

As the world marks the Inter-
national Day of Zero Tolerance, 
UNICEF Nigerian representative, 
Peter Hawkins made known in a 
statement that UNICEF is embark-
ing on a community-led movement 
to put an end to the ugly practice 
in five states, in Nigeria where it 
is highly prevalent

He said “UNICEF is initiating 
a community-led movement to 
eliminate FGM in five Nigerian 
states where it is highly prevalent: 
Ebonyi, Ekiti, Imo, Osun and Oyo. 
Nearly 3 million girls and women 
would have undergone FGM in 
these States in the last five years.

“The Movement for Good” 
will reach 5 million adolescent 
girls and boys, women - including 
especially pregnant and lactating 
mothers - men, grandparents, and 
traditional, community and religious 
leaders, legislators, justice sector 
actors, and state officials through an 
online pledge to ‘say no’ to FGM. 

“The movement will mobilise 
affected communities for concrete 
action at the household level to 
protect girls at risk of FGM. It will 
challenge misconceptions on FGM 
and the discriminatory reasons it 
is practiced and break the silence 
around the practice together with 
communities.

Hawkins stated that the practice 
of FGM has no health benefits but 
rather, deeply harmful to girls and 
women and it is about time for 
efforts to be accelerated in creating 
an environment that is safe for 
girls and women

“The International Day of Zero 
Tolerance for FGM reminds us 
that we are not alone in this work 
and that we need to accelerate 
efforts – especially with families 
and communities - to achieve a 
Nigeria safe for girls and women 
and finally free of FGM

“The practice of FGM not only 
has no health benefits – it is deeply 
harmful to girls and women, both 
physically and psychologically. It is 
a practice that has no place in our 
society today and must be ended, as 
many Nigerian communities have 
already pledged to do.”

“Across Nigeria, disparities in 
the practice exist. State prevalence 
ranges from 62 percent in Imo to 
less than 1 percent in Adamawa 
and Gombe. The prevalence of 
FGM is highest in the South East 
(35 percent) and South West (30 
percent and lowest in the North 
East (6 percent).

“While the national prevalence 
of FGM among women in Nigeria 
aged 15-49 dropped from 25 percent 
in 2013 to 20 percent in 2018, 
prevalence among girls aged 0-14 
increased from 16.9 percent to 
19.2 percent in the same period, 
according to NDHS figures.

Management Commission in 
the course of carrying out their 
duties.

   In the letter dated February 
5, 2022 and signed by SERAP 
deputy director KolawoleOlu-
wadare, the organisation said: 
“If your reported approval 
is not rescinded, millions of 
law-abiding Nigerians may 
feel that their private lives 
are the subject of constant 
surveillance.”

   SERAP said: “The interfer-
ence entailed by unlawfully or 
arbitrarily accessing people’s 
personal details is far-reaching 
and must be considered to be 
particularly serious.”

    According to SERAP, 
“The reported approval to 
allow security agencies to 
access people’s personal 
details via NIN-SIM linkage 
without due process of law 
directly interferes with the 
privacy, dignity and liberty 
of individuals.”

  SERAP also said, “Interfer-
ence with an individual’s right 
to privacy is not permissible 
if it is unlawful or arbitrary.”

The letter, reads in part: “The 
power to access individual’s 

details raises serious concerns 
as to their arbitrary use by 
the authorities responsible for 
applying them in a manner 
that reduces human rights and 
democratic principles by the 
monitoring and surveillance 
of millions of Nigerians.

   “It is crucial to rescind 
the approval, and respect the 
autonomy of individuals to 
receive and share informa-
tion of a personal nature 
without interference from 
the authorities, if unintended 
adverse consequences are to 
be avoided.

  “The risk of arbitrary or 
abusive interference shows the 
importance for your govern-
ment to comply fully with 
the requirements of legality, 
necessity and proportionality.

  “The right to privacy allows 
Nigerians to hold opinions and 
exercise freedom of expression 
without arbitrary or illegal 
interference and attacks.

  “Private conversations of 
individuals - which belong 
to their intimate sphere and 
contribute to their personal 
development - also enjoy 
strong legal protection and 

can only be limited based 
on the principles of legality, 
necessity and proportionality.

  “The reported presidential 
approval to security agen-
cies does not align with the 
principle that any restriction 
on human rights capable of 
limitation should be the least 
intrusive means possible, 
and shall be necessary and 
proportionate to the benefit 
sought.

“Violations or abuses of the 
right to privacy might affect 
the enjoyment of other human 
rights, including the right to 
freedom of expression and 
to hold opinions without 
interference.”

  SERAP further noted that 
the right to privacy can enable 
the enjoyment of other rights 
and the free development of 
an individual’s personality and 
identity, and an individual’s 
ability to participate in political, 
economic, social and cultural 
life.

The letter was copied to 
Mr AbubakarMalami, SAN, 
Attorney General of the 
Federation and Minister of 
Justice, and Mr Isa Pantami, 

Members of Dc- 23 lobby group

The Delta Central 2023 
(DC-23) lobby group’s 
Prunning/Screening Com-

mittee of governorship aspirants 
has submitted its final report 
with Olorogun David Edevbie, 
Chief Kenneth Gbagi and Rt. 
Hon. Chief Sheriff Oborevwori 
making the list.

This is as Delta Ijaws have 
raised alarm over what it described 
as political ambush to shut out the 
Ijaws from the Delta governorship 

race. 
The Trumpet recalls that the 

committee was inaugurated on 
25th October, 2021 with Prof.
NyerhovwoTonukari as Chairman, 
Prof. Sunny Awhefeada, Secretary 
while Chief Arthur Akpowowo, 
Chief Dr. (Mrs.) AugustinaErah, 
Hon. Felix Anirah, Mr. Tony 
Omonemu, Revd. Fr. Christopher 
Ekabor, Chief Anthony Akpomiemie, 
Chief Andy Osawota, Deacon 
Raymond Edijala, Dr. Godfrey Enita, 
Deaconess Florence Jakpovi and 
Mrs. RaruteMgbeke as members.

The Screening Committee of 

Gubernatorial Aspirants Committee 
had on December 13th submitted its 
first report with Senator Emmanuel 
Aguariavwodo, Chief James Augoye, 
Chief David Edevbie, Chief Ken-
neth Gbagi and Rt. Hon. Sheriff 
Oborevwori making the list.

The committee was further 
directed to prune the number to three 
as encapsulated in the committee 
terms of reference.

The committee was given 
terms of references to look into 
their acceptability across the state, 
accessibility, integrity/credibility, 
capability, development strategy 

and Pan-Delta disposition.
The Secretary of the committee, 

Prof. Sunny Awhefeada who read 
the report on behalf of the commit-
tee, said after series of meetings 
and screening exercise within the 
given time, they recommended the 
following persons in alphabetical 
order of their surnames; Chief David 
Edevbie, Chief Kenneth Gbagi and 
Rt. Hon. Chief Sheriff Oborevwori

He added in the report that the 
selection of the three aspirants out 
of the five took place in the morning 
of the 6 of February, 2022, and 
that the evaluation of each aspirant 

was based on criteria previously 
agreed upon by all members of 
the Screening Committee.

In his response, the National 
Chairman of DC-23, Chief Senator 
IghoyotaAmoricommended the 
committee to have painstakingly 
carried out the assignment given 
to them.

He pleaded with those who 
didn’t make the list of three to 
accept the committee’s report and 
recommendation in good faith, as 
only one person can be Governor 
at a time. “The five aspirants are 
all heroes and winners”, he added.
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Synergy between federal, state government 
bedrock of development - Senate President
•Says Buhari desirous of developing Nigeria 

President of the Senate, 
Ahmad Lawan has at-
tributed synergy between 

governments at all levels, 
particularly federal and the 
states as pivotal of national 
development.

He said the citizenry can 
better enjoy the presence of 
government when there are 
complimentary developmental 
projects and programmes by 
tiers of government.

The Senate President said 
infrastructural projects were 
going on in virtually all parts 
of the country stressing that 
the synergy between the States 
and Federal government was 
producing positive results.

Lawan called on state 
governors irrespective of 
party affiliation to further 
complement the efforts of the 
Federal Government by putting 
in place lifelifee-changings as 
this will only help the desire of 
President MuhammaduBuhari 
to develop Nigeria.

He made the remarks on 
Saturday while on a visit to 
Kwara State to witness the 
launch of the 2022 Empower-
ment Programme of Senator 
Sadiq Suleiman Umar who is 
representing Kwara North.

He said “development of 
any nation is not about Federal 
government doing its beat. It is 
about Federal Government doing 
its own, working in partnership 
with the state government and 
even the local government and 
that is what we are doing.

“Every single project of 
Federal Government of Nigeria 
whether it is a constituency 

Joshua omoloye, 
abuJa

Joshua omoloye, 
abuJa

project or direct project from 
the Federal government, is to 
complement what the state 
government is doing and that 
partnership has been so purpose-
ful that today in every corner, 
in every part of Nigeria, you 
have infrastructural develop-
ment”.

He gave kudos to President 
MuhammaduBuhari who he 
said is in a hurryto develop 
Nigeria.

Listing some of the devel-
opmental strides of the Buhari 
administration, he said “by 
2023, Nigeria would have been 
turned into an infrastructural 
laboratory because every part 
of Nigeria, from the East to 
the West to the North to the 
South, something is going on.

“In the East, the second 
Niger bridge, today it is at 75 
to 80 percent completion level. 
For 20 years, those people, will 
go there, do groundbreaking 
and disappear to the ground. 
Another person would come, do 
groundbreaking and disappear 
to the ground.

“President Muham-
maduBuhari did only one 
groundbreaking and today, it 
is at 75 percent completion 
level. That is what it is, in 
every part of Nigeria.

“So the synergy between 
our states and the Federal 
government is working. It is 
making Nigeria to develop the 
infrastructure that we need. We 
have never seen it done like 
this one by this administration”.

The Senate President also 
commended the Kwara State 
governor, AbdulrahmanAb-
dulrazaq for changing the 
narratives in the state in 
terms of development and 

urged the people of the state 
to consider him for another 
term to continue his good work.

“APC administration in this 
state is barely two and half 
years but we know how far 
we have gone in two and half 
years.

“Others were here for 16 
years. What you(Governor 

Abdulrazaq) have been able 
to do in two and half years 
can be favourably compared 
with what others could not do 
in 16 years.

“No one should deceive you. 
No one should confuse you. 
Elect His Excellency, Governor 
AbdulrahmanAbdulrazaq for a 
second term. He has already 

senator biodunolujinmi 

senate President ahmad lawan

Chief segun oni

performed so well in two and 
half years,” Lawan said.

Lawan said the Empower-
ment Programme of Senator 
Sadiq Suleiman Umar was to 
complement the efforts of the 
state government.

The Senate President extolled 
the virtues of the Kwara North 
Senator for his commitment and 

dedication to work and for the 
quality representation of his 
people at the Senate.

Lawan said the people of 
Kwara had sent the best team 
to represent them at the Senate 
and appealed to them to continue 
to support the return bid of their 
three senators to the National 
Assembly.

Ekiti: Trouble looms in PDP as Oni picks APGA ticket, Olujinmi heads for court 

Hope of the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) to win 
the June 18 governorship 

election in Ekiti State may be 
heading for the rock as fallout of 
its January 26 primary election 
has started taking its toll.

One of the leading aspirants 
and former governor of Ekiti 
State, Engr. Segun Oni weekend 
dumped the party for the All 
Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA) and has been given a 
waiver to fly APGA’s flag in 
the coming polls.

On the other hand, Senator 
BiodunOlujinmi has headed for 
the court to challenge the process 
that produced Hon. BisiKolawole 
as PDP governorship candidate. 

It was gathered that the former 
governor who came second to 
the winner, BisiKolawole in the 
PDP shadow poll, had contacted 
the leadership of APGA on the 
possibility of realizing his ambi-
tion using the party’s platform. 

Oni was said to have held 
series of meetings with APGA 
leaders in the South West under 
its Vice Chairman (South West), 
Samson Seun Olalere who facili-
tated a meeting with the national 
leadership of APGA including the 
national chairman, Chief Victor 
Ike Oye and National Secretary, 
LabaranMaku last week and 
he was subsequently granted a 
waiver to enable him to contest 

the election as APGA’s candidate.
In accordance with constitu-

tional requirements, Oni was said 
to have been duly registered with 
APGA and purchased its nomina-
tion form and it is expected that 
his name will be substituted with 
INEC as the party’s flag-bearer.

On the other hand, Senator 
BiodunOlujinmi representing Ekiti 
South senatorial district, as a mark 
of her rejection of the results of 

the PDP primary has approached 
the court seeking nullification 
of the primary election.

In the suit filed by her legal 
team at the Federal High Court, 
Ado Ekiti, Olujinmi claimed 
that Ward and LG congresses 
were not held in Ekiti East and 
Gbonyin local government areas 
in her senatorial district before 
the primary.

It will be recalled that Olujimi 
had withdrawn from the contest 
citing manipulations and ir-
regularities in the conduct of the 
exercise to favour a particular 
candidate.

She alleged that the delegate 
list had been tampered with to 
disenfranchise delegates from 
her constituency.

“I thought it was very unfair, it 
was unjust, it was disenfranchis-
ing me because of my gender or 
because the party feels I have not 
done enough for it. Going forward 
from there would mean that I 
am condoning what is wrong.

“So I thought my best was just 
to pull out and I pulled out. I did 
not step down. They can continue 

with it, I will also internalize 
the problem, there will be some 
introspection, then I will make 
a decision,” she said.

The former Senate Deputy 
Minority leader lamented that 
the party may witness a repeat of 
division in Ekiti PDP as a result 
of the so called staged - managed 
primary

She said “as for me, this a 
repeat of the 2020 ward congress 
and this is how it was on March 
2020 and that is what we have 
been fighting up till now and 
repeated itself. Everything 
was hijacked, the committee 
compromised and it is a charade.

The Trumpet also recalled 
that the national body of the 
PDP nullified the ad hoc ward 
congress earlier conducted 
following the controversy that 
greeted it, thereby leaving the 
aspirants to battle with no fewer 
than 1,200 statutory and automatic 
delegates across the 177 wards 
at the primary election.

It will be recalled the end of 
the January 26 primary election, 
BisiKolawole, a former member 

of the Ekiti State House of 
Assembly emerged as the PDP 
governorship candidate of the 
party.

Kolawole a one-time state 
chairman of the party scored 
671 votes to beat his closest 
rival, Chief Segun Oni who 
polled 330 votes.

Results of the shadow election 
conducted by a five-man man 
Electoral Committee headed by 
the AkwaIbom State governor, 
Udom Emmanuel showed that 
former deputy governor and 
PDP candidate in 2018, Prof 
KolapoOlusolaEleka scored 93 
votes while the immediate past 
PDP National Treasurer, Wale 
Aribisala scored 56 votes

Others are, KayodeAdaramodu 
with 10 votes, AyodejiKazeem 
with 6 votes and Senator Biodu-
nOlujinmi who though stepped 
in moments before the election 
with 2 votes.

LateefAjijola and other female 
contestants; AdekemiAdewumi 
,OlukemiOjo and Deborah Also 
scored one vote each. 
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By Edward adamidEnyo, 
Regional Editor

Russia’s demand that Ukraine never 
joins NATO has drawn the alliance 
more closely together, the co-chairs of 
the bipartisan Senate NATI Observer 
group said during the week.

A report by John Grady, a senior 
defense writer for the United States 
Navy Institute quoted Senators of the 
bipartisan legislators as saying, having 
recently returned from Ukraine, 
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, (D-N.H.), said 
Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
“manufactured this crisis” by massing 
troops, armor and artillery, aircraft 
and support units, including medical 
groups, on its border with Ukraine.

The massive build-up, coupled 
with military exercises in Belarus, 
did not intimidate NATO but has had 
“exactly the opposite effect,” Shaheen 
said. Eastern European allies “were 
grateful to see NATO act so unified” 
in sending aircraft and forces forward 
and the United States putting a carrier 
strike group under alliance command 
to deter any Russian moves against 
them.

Citing Russia’s earlier invasions of 
Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine, as 
well as attempting a coup in alliance 
member Montenegro, those countries 
had reason to worry. She said “it’s not 
clear what country would be next” in 
the Kremlin’s attempts to spread its 
sphere of influence.

Noting Russia is the aggressor in 
this crisis, Sen. Rob Portman, (R-Ohio), 
said what is happening along the 
border with Ukraine “is very different 
than what’s happened in the past,” 
especially this spring, and raises the 
threat level of invasion higher.

But he added, unlike 2014 when 
Putin seized Crimea and backed 
separatists in eastern Ukraine, 

Ukrainians now “are ready to fight.” 
They are looking for more anti-tank, 
anti-air and anti-ship weapons to 
defend their nation.

Since 2014, he said 14,000 
Ukrainians have died in fighting in 
the east.

“Consequences will be substantial” 
if there is an invasion in economic 
terms and combat losses to Russia, 
Portman said.

The crisis has “the potential for the 
biggest conflict since World War II,” 
Shaheen said. “Ukraine should have 
the capacity to determine its own 

future,” she said.
Several times during the forum, 

Shaheen said she was not optimistic 
that Russia the crisis would be 
resolved peacefully. Putin “seems 
hellbent on invading Ukraine,” she 
said, later adding, Putin “really is not 
listening to anyone he doesn’t want to 
hear from.”

Portman said the point of NATO 
and European unity now “is to keep 
Russia from making this terrible 
mistake” in setting off a war in 
Europe. He said authoritarian regimes 
like China with its threats to take over 

Taiwan and Iran with its meddling in 
the Middle East are watching to see 
if the democracies stand firm against 
Russia.

“So far, so good,” he added.
Even if Putin backs away from 

a military invasion, Portman and 
Shaheen expect Russia to keep 
pressuring Ukraine from moving 
closer to western Europe for economic 
development and its political leanings. 
Portman suggested Washington and 
NATO share with Kyiv best practices 
on defending networks against 
cyber-attacks through public-private 

partnerships.
Ukraine’s government was rocked 

by a recent massive Russian hacker’s 
attack on its websites, causing the 
foreign ministry’s site and others to 
go offline. There has been no direct 
attribution of the attack coming from 
the Russian government.

Portman wanted Washington 
and NATO to work with non-
governmental organizations and 
European governments “to push 
back against the lies” in the Kremlin’s 
continuing disinformation campaign 
to destabilize Ukraine.

By marc a. ThiEssEn

President Biden wants credit for 
nominating the first Black woman to 
the Supreme Court. But here is the 
shameful irony: As a senator, Biden 
warned President George W. Bush 
that if he nominated the first Black 
woman to serve on the Supreme 
Court, he would filibuster and kill her 
nomination.

The story begins in 2003, when 
Bush nominated Judge Janice Rogers 
Brown to serve on the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia 
Circuit. The D.C. Circuit is considered 
the country’s second-most important 
court, and has produced more 
Supreme Court justices than any 
other federal court. Brown was 
immediately hailed as a potential 
Supreme Court nominee. She was 
highly qualified, having served for 
seven years as an associate justice of 
the California Supreme Court — the 
first Black woman to do so. She was 
the daughter and granddaughter of 
sharecroppers, and grew up in rural 
Alabama during the dark days of 
segregation, when her family refused 
to enter restaurants or theatres 
with separate entrances for Black 
customers. She rose from poverty 
and put herself through college and 
UCLA law school as a working single 
mother. She was a self-made African 
American legal star. But she was an 
outspoken conservative — so Biden 
set out to destroy her.

Biden and his fellow Democrats 
filibustered her nomination, along 
with several other Bush circuit-court 

nominees, all of whom had majority 
support in the Senate. Columnist 
Robert Novak called it “the first full-
scale effort in American history to 
prevent a president from picking the 
federal judges he wants.” Democrats 
argued that she was out of the 
legal mainstream, but Republicans 
responded that she had written more 
majority opinions than any other 
justice on the California Supreme 
Court — and she was re-elected with 
76 percent of the vote, the highest 
percentage of all the justices on the 
ballot.

When Democrats derailed her 
nomination, Bush renominated 
her in 2005. Brown was eventually 
confirmed by a vote of 56 to 43 — after 
Democrats released her and several 
other Bush nominees in exchange 
for Republican agreement not to 
eliminate the filibuster for judicial 
nominations. Biden voted a second 
time against her nomination. He 
never explained why, if Brown was 
so radical, Democrats let her through 
but killed 10 other Bush nominees.

The following month, when Justice 
Sandra Day O’Connor announced 
her retirement, Brown was on Bush’s 
shortlist to replace her. She would 
have been the first Black woman ever 
nominated to serve as an associate 
justice of the Supreme Court. But 
Biden appeared on CBS’s “Face 
the Nation” to warn that if Bush 
nominated Brown, she would face 
a filibuster. “I can assure you that 
would be a very, very, very difficult 
fight and she probably would be 
filibustered,” Biden said. Asked by 
moderator John Roberts “Wasn’t 

she just confirmed?,” Biden replied 
that the Supreme Court is a “totally 
different ballgame” because “a circuit 
court judge is bound by stare decisis. 
They don’t get to make new law.”

What Biden threatened was 
unprecedented. There has never been 
a successful filibuster of a nominee 
for associate justice in the history of 
the republic. Biden wanted to make 
a Black woman the first in history 
to have her nomination killed by 
filibuster. Bush eventually nominated 
Samuel A. Alito Jr.

Today, Biden calls the filibuster 
a “relic of the Jim Crow era.” But 
he threatened to use that relic as a 
tool to keep a Black woman who 
actually lived under Jim Crow off the 
highest court in the land. The irony 
is that now he wants to get rid of the 
filibuster, and claim credit for putting 
the first Black woman on the court.

There were many conservatives 
on Bush’s shortlist whose legal 
philosophy Biden opposed. But 
Biden only promised to filibuster the 
one Black woman. Why? Perhaps a 
clue lies in another confirmation fight 
that Biden helped wage. In 2001, 
Democrats blocked the nomination 
of Miguel Estrada to serve on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. 
According to internal strategy 
memos obtained by the Wall Street 
Journal, they targeted Estrada at the 
request of liberal interest groups 
who said Estrada was “especially 
dangerous” because “he is Latino, 
and the White House seems to be 
grooming him for a Supreme Court 
appointment.” They did not want 
Republicans to put the first Hispanic 

on the Supreme Court. So, Biden and 
his fellow Democrats killed Estrada’s 
nomination — the first appeals court 
nominee in history to be successfully 
filibustered. It paid off when 
President Barack Obama nominated 
Sonia Sotomayor as the first Hispanic 
justice.

Democrats’ commitment to 
diversity is a ruse. Biden was 
willing to destroy the careers of an 
accomplished Latino lawyer and 
a respected Black female judge, 
and stop Republicans from putting 
either on the Supreme Court. For 

Democrats, it’s all about identity 
politics. Indeed, Biden might not 
have become president had he not 
made the pledge to nominate a Black 
woman. That promise helped secure 
the endorsement of Rep. James E. 
Clyburn (D-S.C.) — which won 
Biden the South Carolina primary 
and rescued his faltering campaign.

So, when Biden tries to bask in 
the glory of his historic nomination, 
remember Janice Rogers Brown — 
the Black woman who does not sit on 
the Supreme Court today because of 
Biden’s disgraceful obstruction.

naTo says russia’s Ukraine Build Up not intimidating

Biden blocked the first Black woman from the Supreme Court

Antonio Guterres

UN chief vaccinated in New York
United Nations (UN) Secretary-

General, Antonio Guterres, received his first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine on Thursday, 
at Adlai E. Stevenson High School in The 
Bronx, a few miles uptown from the world 
body’s headquarters in New York.

In a Tweet, Mr. Guterres expressed his 
gratitude and good fortune at receiving the 
jab, and urged the international community 
to ensure that vaccines become available to 
everyone, on an equitable basis. 

“With this pandemic, none of us are safe 
until all of us are safe,” he wrote. Guterres, 
71, was eligible to receive the vaccine on the 
basis of his age: New York residents over the 
age of 65 are included in the current phase of 
vaccinations in the city, which also includes 

school workers, first responders, public 
transit workers and grocery workers.

In December, Guterres declared that he 
would happily receive the vaccine in public, 
and said that, for him, vaccination is a moral 
obligation. “Each one of us provides a service 
to the whole community,” he said, “because 
there is no longer a risk of spreading the 
disease”.

All these were contained in a UN 
statement which said journalists and camera 
crews were invited to observe him receive his 
shot, which took place at a time when many 
countries are seeing a significant proportion 
of their citizens expressing “vaccine 
hesitancy”.

UN regional offices have noted a significant 

level of mistrust and, in some countries, 
including Japan and several European 
nations, around half the population are 
reportedly unsure about getting a COVID-19 
vaccine at this stage.

Commenting on the UN chief’s 
vaccination appointment on behalf of 
the Mayor’s Office, Penny Abeywardena, 
Commissioner for International Affairs, said 
that she was heartened that the Secretary-
General had secured his appointment 
online, and received the vaccine in a New 
York City public school, in the same manner 
as many other city residents.

“This will go a long way in building trust in 
our communities that the vaccine is safe for 
all,” she said.

‘COVID-19 could 
damage quality 
of sperm, reduce 
fertility in men’

16TRANSPORT

The Federal Government says the first 
batch of 100,000 doses of the Pfizer/
BioNTech vaccine against COVID-19 is 
delayed because of “politics and logistics due 
to no fault of Nigeria.”

The Minister of Information and Culture, 
Alhaji Lai Mohammed who disclosed this in 
Abuja on Sunday, said the issue of vaccine 
was a serious one to the government which 
had put every needed infrastructure in place 
for its storage.

Speaking with newsmen the minister said: 
“The fact that these vaccines will now come 
in February is not due to Nigeria’s fault.

“We are very ready to receive the 100,00 
doses and we have the infrastructure, even 
when it is going to be preserved at about -70 
Degree Celsius,’’ he said.

The minister said the ultra-cold freezers 
to store the Pfizer vaccine candidate doses 
upon their arrival in the country had already 
been acquired before the companies said it 

had to wait till February.
Mohammed, a member of the Presidential 

Task Force (PTF) on COVID-19, said the 
Federal Government had also accessed the 
African Union (AU) and other international 
agencies for vaccines.

He assured that in the next two years, they 
would be able to vaccinate about 70 per cent 
of the population.

The minister underscored the need for 
sustained advocacy campaign against the 
position of some people who had bad-
mouthed the vaccines that it had a lot of 
resistance.

“We have to appeal to our traditional, 
religious and political leaders to understand 
that as of today, there is no other silver bullets 
than the vaccines.

“They are the only option that can save 
humanity from the deadly virus and the elites 
must take the lead in this campaign.

“We must disabuse our minds from the 
campaign of naysayers that the vaccines are 
dangerous, it can cause impotency or meant 
to depopulate some parts of the world,’’ he 

said.
Mohammed said that Nigeria would strive 

like other countries of the world to access 
enough vaccines for its people.

He said the WHO had certified the vaccines 
to be safe and efficacious, therefore, the 
concern should be availability, affordability 
and logistics for distribution.

He reiterated that the vaccines were the 
most effective and quickest way for the 
world to resume normal life of restraints and 
restrictions.

The minister said the spike in the cases of 
COVID-19 and fatality was largely because 
Nigerians had refused to abide by the basic 
non-pharmaceutical intervention principles.

He said Nigerians were not heeding the 
basic principles, including wearing facial 
masks, not gathering in places, keeping social 
distance, washing of hands regularly and 
using hand sanitisers.

Mohammed said that while President 
Muhammadu Buhari had signed the 
COVID-19 Regulations, Nigerians must take 
personal responsibility for their safety.

COVID-19 may damage sperm quality and 
reduce fertility in men, according to a new study 
based on experimental evidence. 

The viral disease – which has swept the globe, 
claiming nearly 2.2 million lives – can cause 
increased sperm cell death, inflammation and 
so-called oxidative stress, researchers reported 
Friday in the journal Reproduction. 

“These findings provide the first direct 
experimental evidence that the male 
reproductive system could be targeted and 
damaged by COVID-19 ,” the authors concluded.

Experts commenting on the research, 
however, said the capacity of the virus to 
compromise fertility in men remains unproven.

COVID-19 causes respiratory illness, 
especially in older people and those with 
underlying medical problems. The world has 
seen more than 100 million confirmed cases 
since the disease emerged in central China at 
the end of 2019. Transmitted through respiratory 
droplets, the disease attacks the lungs, kidneys, 
intestines and heart.

It can also infect male reproductive organs, 
impairing sperm cell development and 
disrupting reproductive hormones, earlier 
studies have shown. The same receptors the 
virus uses to access lung tissue are also found in 
the testicles.

But the effects of the virus on the ability of 
men to reproduce remained unclear.

Behzad Hajizadeh Maleki and Bakhtyar 
Tartibian from Justus-Liebig-University in 
Germany searched for biological markers that 
might indicate a negative impact on fertility.

Analysis done at 10-day intervals for 60 days 
in 84 men with COVID-19 was compared to data 
for 105 healthy men.

In the COVID-19 patients, sperm cells showed 
a significant increase in markers of inflammation 
and oxidative stress, a chemical imbalance that 
can damage DNA and proteins in the body.

“These effects on sperm cells are associated 
with lower sperm quality and reduced fertility 
potential,” said Maleki in a statement. “Although 
these effects tended to improve over time, they 
remained significantly and abnormally higher 
in the COVID-19 patients. The more severe the 
disease, the bigger the changes,” he added.

The male reproductive system “should be 
considered a vulnerable route of COVID-19 
infection and declared a high-risk organ by the 
World Health Organisation,” Maleki said.

Experts not involved in the study welcomed 
the research, but cautioned that more was needed 
before drawing hard and fast conclusions.

“Men should not be unduly alarmed,” noted 
Alison Campbell, director of embryology of the 
CARE Fertility Group in Britain.

“There is currently no definitive evidence of 
long-lasting damage caused by COVID-19 , to 
sperm or male reproductive potential,” she told 
the London-based Science Media Centre.

The results could have been skewed, she 
added, by the fact that men recovering from 
Covid were treated with corticosteroids and 
antiviral therapies, while the control group was 
not.

Allan Pacey, a specialist in male reproductive 
medicine at the University of Sheffield, raised 
a “stong note of caution” on how the data was 
interpreted.

Some of the indicators of decreased sperm 
quality could be due to factors besides COVID-19 
, he said, noting that more men in the COVID-19 
group were overweight.

The simple fact that only one group was very 
sick -- no matter the cause -- also needed to be 
taken into account, he added.

Why Pfizer coronavirus vaccine is delayed, by FG
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Man allegedly sets wife ablaze in Akure

Judge suspended for gross incompetence

An Area Court Judge in 
Adamawa State has been 
removed for incompetence.

Chief Judge of the state, Hon. 
Justice Nathan Musa, removed 
the Presiding Judge of Lunguda 
Area Court sitting in Guyuk Local 
Government Area, Hon. Jemison 
Fawe, over what he termed gross 
incompetence.

Nathan, who doubles as Chair-
man of the State Jail Delivery 
Committee, reached the decision 
to remove Fawe, when the com-
mittee visited Guyuk Correctional 
Centre in continuation of prison 
decongestion.

He had, upon observing issues 
at the correctional centre, ordered 
Fawe to report at the headquarters 
in Yola.

The ill-fated judge was sub-
sequently shown the way out on 

BY BENJAMIN OMOIKE

An Akure High Court in 
Ondo State has heard 
how a 50-year-old 

man, Daniyan Ojo, locked up 
his wife, Dorcas, in her room 
while asleep and allegedly set 
the house on fire.

The wife reportedly died due to 
the degree of burns after she was 
given medical attention managed 
for 72 hours.

A family source said that the 
husband allegedly took that deci-
sion after he discovered that his 
wife secretly bought a property 
without his knowledge.

The suspect, Daniyan, who 
is now standing trial before the 
court, however, denied setting his 
wife’s room on fire or locking 

Friday on a charge of convicting 
and sentencing a man to three years 
in prison, allegedly without a fair 
hearing and without being given 
the option of a fine.

The judge was said to have 
convicted the man and jailed 
him for three years, when he was 
arraigned over the allegation that 
he had exchanged words with his 
mother.

The convict, who was among 
people serving jail terms at the 
correctional centre in Guyuk, had 
been arrested and arraigned by the 
police over a misunderstanding 
between him and his mother as 
reported to the police by his elder 
brother.

Fawe was said to have convicted 
the man “without hearing a word 
from him” over what in his perspec-
tive happened between him and 

Fake medical practitioners arrested in Rivers
Three persons, who al-

legedly falsely paraded 
themselves as medical 

personnel, have been arrested 
at Andoni Local Government 
Council in Rivers State.

The suspects, two males 
posing as doctors and a female 
posing as a Nurse, were arrested 

in Asarama community of 
Andoni, based on a tip-off from 
the Head of Medical Personnel 
in the Local Government.

The suspects were identified 
as Gift Harvest, who claimed 
to be an auxiliary nurse, Dr. 
Patrick Effiong and Williams 
Biranwi, who claimed to be 

medical personnel.
Erastus Awortu, Andoni 

Council Chairman, who con-
firmed the development, said 
the suspects were on illegal 
medical mission to the local 
government without proof of 
qualifications.

He said the suspects, who 

are quacks, had even performed 
surgeries on some unsuspecting 
victims before they were caught.

While condemning the act, 
Awortu said the suspects have 
been handed over to the police 
for further investigation, with 
a view to uncovering their true 
intention.
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her inside the room at their Irese 
Road residence in Shagari Village, 
Akure.

But the prosecution led by H.M 
Falowo said that the defendant 
was standing trial over arson, 
murder and disabling to commit 
a felony.

Daniyan was also alleged to 
have disabled the only means of 
escape (door), by the victim prior 
to setting her on fire, in order 
to prevent her from escaping.

A witness close to the family, 
Ajayi Ajiboye, told the court that 
he heard the defendant’s voice 
during the incident calling for 
help. He said, “when I got to the 
compound, l discovered that her 
room was on fire and I forcefully 
broke the door with my leg.”

He described how the defen-
dant’s wife who was burnt beyond 

recognition, rushed outside into 
the waiting hands of neighbours, 
who came for a rescue mission 
and she was immediately taken to 
the hospital for medical attention.

According to him, “the 
following morning, landlords 
in the neighbourhood came to 
the house and discovered empty 
bottles of petroleum products 
scattered under the victim’s bed 
positioned at strategic corners 
of the room.”

Also, the brother to the de-
ceased, Adeniyi Samuel, testified 
that the defendant reported the 
victim to him in respect of a 
title document of a commercial 
vehicle the deceased bought.

He stated that he had apolo-
gised on his sister’s behalf, but 
a few days after, the defendant 
again, reported the victim to 

METRO WATCH
Court remands five persons for 
attempted murder in Osun

Pharmacist, 4 others remanded over 
unlawful dealing in Tramadol

An Osun State Magistrates’ 
Court, sitting in Ikirun, has 
ordered five members of 

the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), to be remanded in Ilesha 
Corrections for attempted murder.

The five party members, 
Akinlade Abayomi (38yrs); Sodiq 
Atitebi (25yrs); Azeez Adejimi 
(28yrs); Solomon Alatayo (36yrs) 
and Siju Oyewumi (68yrs), had 
earlier been arraigned on three 
counts charge for the offences, also 
said to have conducted themselves 
in a manner likely to cause a 
breach of peace in the Ikirun of 
Ifelodun Local Government Area 
of the state.

The police prosecutor, Inspector 
Jacob Akintunde, told the court 
that, “Abayomi, Atitebi, Adejimi, 
Alatayo, Oyewumi and others now 
at large, on February 1, 2022, at 
1:45 pm at Ikirun, in Ifelodun 
Local Government Area of Osun 
State, conspired among themselves 
to wit unlawful society with intent 
to kill one Fatai Asimiyu by inflict-
ing machete cuts on his head.”

Justice Lewis Allagoa of a 
Lagos Federal High Court, 
has ordered the remand 

of a 54-year-old pharmacist, 
Okafor Christian Chibuzor 
and four others, who were 
arraigned before the court 
for allegedly trafficking in 
182, 000 brands of banned 
Tramadol.

Others ordered to be 
remanded in the custody of 
the Nigerian Correctional 
Services (NCoS), are: Alhaji 
Siwidi Isyaku, Male 39 years; 
Aliyu Mohammed, 35years; 
Emmanuel Bassey, 63 years 
and Lawrence Ezekwe Nwa-
chukwu, 42 years.

Justice Allagoa made the 
remand order, after they all 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charges of conspiracy, unlaw-
ful dealing in the banned drugs 
and obstructing the officials 
of NDLEA from carrying out 
their lawful duty.

Arraigning the pharmacist 
and others, the prosecutor, 
Abdulahi Hussain, told the 
court that all the defendants 
were arrested on December 
16, 2021, at Justrite area, 
Agege, Lagos.

Abdulahi told the court 
that during the arrest, all 
the defendants unlawfully 
had in their possession the 
following brand and quantities 
of Tramadol: 50,000 tablets 
of Tramadol 225mg; 46,000 
tablets of Tapentadol; 50,000 
tablets of Ticmadol and 36,000 
tablets of Fakadol.

The prosecutor also told 
the court that one of the 
defendants, Lawrence Eze-
kwe Nwachukwu, used his 
Toyota Camry with registration 
number APP-193-GF, Lagos, 
to convey the banned drugs, 
which were concealed in two 
Ghana-Must-Go bags.

Abdulahi also told the court 
that Nwachukwu, obstructed 
officials of the NDLEA from 
performing their lawful duty 
and also instigated others to 

Though the defendants pleaded 
not guilty to the offences of 
conspiracy, unlawful society, 
attempted murder and breach 
of the public peace, the police 
prosecutor told the Court that, the 
offences committed by the five 
defendants contravened Section 
516, 320 (1) and 249 (d) of the 
Criminal Code Cap. 34 Vol. II 
Laws of Osun State Nigeria 2002.

However, Defence Counsel to 
the defendants, Mr Olatunbosun 
Oladipupo, made an oral bail ap-
plication for them on the most 
liberal terms, which Inspector 
Akintunde opposed.

He argued that “other suspects 
in connection with the crime are 
still at large and the matter may 
eventually lead to murder, as the 
wounded person is still in hospital 
battling for his life.”

The presiding magistrate, Mr 
Asimiyu Adebayo, ordered that 
the five defendants be remanded 
in Ilesha Corrections Facility and 
fixed further hearing on the case 
till February 23, 2022.

attack the NDLEA officials.
The prosecutor told the 

court that the offences com-
mitted by the defendants are 
contrary to and punishable 
under Section 14(b); 20(c); 
11(c); 11(b) and 49 of the 
National Drug Law Enforce-
ment Agency Act, Cap N30 
Laws of the Federation of 
Nigerian 2004.

All the defendants denied 
the allegations and pleaded 
not guilty to the charges.

With the defendants’ not 
guilty plea, the prosecutor 
asked the court for a trial 
date, while he also asked 
the court to remand them in 
the NCoS’ custody, till the 
determination of the charge.

Responding to the prosecu-
tor’s demand, counsel to the 
defendants, Benson Ndakara, 
informed the court that the 
defendants’ bail applications 
had been filed and the same 
had been served on the 
prosecutor, whom he said had 
equally responded through a 
counter.

Ndakara pleaded with the 
court that in the case of 
deferment of ruling on the 
application, the court should 
remand the pharmacist, Okafor 
Christian Chibuzor, whom he 
said is battling leg cancer, in 
the custody of NDLEA, for 
proper medical care.

Justice Allagoa in his 
Bench ruling, while grant-
ing Ndakara’s request on the 
pharmacist, ordered that other 
defendants, be remanded in the 
NCoS’ custody, till February 
18, when a decision will be 
taken on their bail applica-
tions.

BY BENJAMIN OMOIKE

Crisis rocks church, pastor kidnapped
The problem between the 

Field Superintendent of 
Oron Field, by name 

Apostle E.O UYE VS The 
National Evangelist territorial 
in the person of Apostle Dr. 
Isaac Uye doesn’t seem to be 
abating soon.

The issue started in December 
2021 when Apostle E.O Uye, the 
Field Superintendent summoned 
Apostle Dr Isaac Uye in the 
council and asked him why gave 
out his crusade stage to honour 
the burial of Late Elder Emman, 
the field Keyboardist (whom he 
described as a nobody).

Apostle Dr. Isaac Uye replied 
that he could give out his property 
to whomever he pleases, since 
it is his personal property and it 
did not belong to the Apostolic 
church.

This response infuriated 
the Field Superintendent, who 
described Apostle Isaac Uye as 
an autonomous man, who always 
does things according to his will, 
without listening to anybody and 

accused him of insubordination.
He went further to threaten to 

deal with the National Evangelist, 
bring him down and disgrace 
him publicly. Before Apostle Dr 
Isaac Uye got home, the field 
superintendent had already called 
his wife to report that her husband 
insulted him and threatened to 
teach the National Evangelist 
a lesson.

It was learnt that on December 
25, Apostle Isaac Uye was 
kidnapped and resurfaced a 
few days later.

Narrating his ordeal, the 
Apostle said he went to Udung 
Uko to open his locked up store 
where he packed his crusade 
materials, so that he could give it 
out for rent as usual. Just as he 
was about to open the lock, he 
narrated, a bike man alighted and 
asked him for a tip in exchange 
for important information but he 
ignored him and he drove off.

At about 8:30 pm when he was 
done with his mission and was 
on his way back to his station 

in Ibaka, around Udung Uko 
Junction, some gunmen attacked 
his vehicle and pointed a gun at 
him, threatening to kill him if he 
made any noise. They all jumped 
into his car and instructed him to 
drive to an unknown destination.

According to a source, when 
the Apostle got there, they 
brought him out and started 
beating him. He was then given 
two alternatives- to either sleep 
with one Ndifreke Emene, a 
chorister of TAC, which they 
intended to record on video to 
blackmail and frame him of rape. 
The second option was for him 
to sign some documents to join 
any secret cult fraternity of his 
choice and that he should desist 
from preaching against cultism 
and calling on cultists to give 
their life to Christ in any crusade 
or his church activities.

He replied that he would rather 
die than do any of the things they 
asked him to do. His response 
infuriated the gunmen and they 
started beating him again. One 

of the gunmen made a phone 
call and told the receiver that he 
was refusing to cooperate with 
them and received instruction 
to terminate him. The gunman 
then approached him to ask him 
some questions.

The man of God said he prayed 
and God came to his rescue. 
God sent in confusion among 
the gunmen and he managed 
to escape.

He drove directly to the house 
of a member, who is a member 
of the Nigeria Police Force that 
night before he was taken to 
the hospital the next morning.

Apostle Dr Isaac Uye was 
suspended, and this was broadcast 
on AKBC and on January 12, 
this year, the Apostle tendered 
his resignation letter from the 
church.

On Saturday, January 12, 
members of The Apostolic Church 
(TAC), embarked on a protest 
against the Field Superintendent, 
asking him to step down as Oron 
Field Superintendent.

Baba, Inspector General of 
Police 

him about three plots of land 
she bought and registered in her 
name, which was confirmed by 
the deceased.

Adeniyi testified that his sister 
confided in him that she bought 
the property in her name because 
she was afraid the husband 
could dispose of them without 
her knowledge. He stated that 
he was able to resolve the issue 
between them and went back to 
his base, but was later informed 
on the phone of how the fire 
broke out at their residence during 
which his sister was badly burnt. 
He said that when he visited 
the deceased at FMC, Owo, 
she explained what transpired 
when she arrived home before 
she gave up the ghost due to 
the degree of burns.

According to him, “It took the 
intervention of the police to effect 
the arrest of the defendant, having 
absconded immediately after the 
incident occurred.”

Also, the deceased’s daughter, 
Happiness, said that her father 
prepared dinner for the family 
and later informed them that he 
was going to buy fuel.

“I woke up briefly when my 
mother came back from her trip 
but later went back to sleep. It 
was the noise of the car that took 
my mother to the hospital that 
woke me up,” she said.

Another neighbour, Ogunsola 
Babatunde, stated that he heard 
an alarm raised in the defendant’s 
compound and thereafter went 
there to ascertain the cause of the 
uproar. “I met the other landlords 
there. We all heard the victim 
shouting, ‘it was my husband 
who packed cotton at the point 
where the fire ignited from.’ 

The victim later died in the 
hospital due to the degree of 
burns.”

his mother.
The lucky convict and four 

others at the Guyuk Correctional 
Centre were discharged by the Jail 
Delivery Committee.
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EFCC arraign finance house staff 
over alleged N1.4bn fraud
According to the News 

Agency of Nigeria (NAN), 
the Economic and Financial 

Crimes Commission (EFCC), has 
arraigned three staff of AIICO 
Capital Limited, a subsidiary of 
AIICO Insurance Plc, over alleged 
N1.4 billion fraud.

The anti-graft agency arraigned 
the three personnel before an Ikeja 
special offices court.

It was contained in a report pro-
vided by NAN that the investment 
management firm staff; Harriet 
Onome, Olajumoke Akano, and 
Olabode Ogunlere, were charged 
with four counts of conspiracy 
and stealing.

The three personnel denied the 
charges.

Chinenye Okezie, EFCC pros-
ecutor, claimed that the defendants 
committed the offences last year in 
Lagos alongside one Olanrewaju 
Fabunmi, who is now at large.

“Onome, sometime between 
November and December 2020 

converted to her own use the 
aggregate sum of N419.9 million,” 
Okezie said.

“Akano, within the same period, 
dishonestly converted to her own 
use the aggregate sum of N167 
million.

“Between October and Novem-
ber 2020, Ogunlere fraudulently 
converted the aggregate sum of 
N65 million to his personal use. 
The said sums are property of 
AIICO Capital Ltd.”

According to the EFCC, these 
offences contravene Sections 
287(8) and 411 of the Criminal 
Law of Lagos State, 2015.

Following the arraignment, Tayo 
Oyetibo, Onome’s defence counsel, 
and Adeyinka Olumide-Fusika, 
Akano and Ogunlere’s counsel, 
applied for the defendants’ bail 
to be granted in liberal terms.

The EFCC prosecutor opposed 
the bail applications, explaining 
that Onome is a flight risk, who 
has a two-year valid visa to the 

A mother of one has nar-
rated her life struggles 
and how she stayed very 

faithful for the past 23 years, 
still counting.

According to her, her husband 
stopped touching her and even 
gave her permission to have a 
boyfriend or even remarry if 
she wanted, but she chose to 

honour her marriage vows and 
stay faithful till date.

Immediately after she gave 
birth to their child, her husband 
stopped touching her and was 
no longer attracted to her as a 
woman, she lamented. He even 
gave her permission to go out 
with other men, but she maintains 
that’s the only man she ever 

loved and has come to accept 
her painful place in society as 
a mother of one.

Despite not being intimate 
for the past 23 years, Peninah 
Kyalo has kept herself very 
pure and is proud of it. Her 
husband told her he’s no longer 
attracted to her and has resorted 
to using ladies out there to satisfy 

himself. She said her husband 
sleeps with different women, 
sometimes comes home with 
his numerous girlfriends, but 
has even refused to touch her 
for the past 23 years.

She said she and her husband 
are on good terms; they sleep 
in the same bed, but he doesn’t 
touch her. When she got tired 

of the long wait and confronted 
him, he disclosed to the mother 
of one that, as much as she was 
a beautiful woman, he no longer 
felt romantic urges towards her.

She said she has no friend 
to even confide in or to talk to 
about her sorrow, so she had to 
continue living with her husband, 
since they have a child together.

My husband has refused to touch me for 23 years, woman laments

Police arrest 
9 over 
assassination of 
Sapele vigilante 
commander

The Delta State Police 
Command has arrested 
nine suspects in connec-

tion with the assassination of 
Sapele Vigilante Commander, 
Zone 2, Victor Lucky Asikolo.

The Police Public Relations 
Officer (PPRO), DSP Bright 
Edafe, disclosed this to the 
media.

Before his brutal killing, he 
was a vigilante Commander in 
Sapele town in Sapele Local 
Government Area of Delta State.

He was reportedly killed 
around 7 pm on Friday at 
Okpe Road, Sapele.

It was gathered that Lucky 
was ambushed by gunmen 
numbering about five with 
AK 47 rifles, after leaving the 
venue of the burial ceremony 
of a former Commissioner 
for Youths, Chief Omolubi 
Newuwumi’s mother.

The incident caused tension 
in the timber town as businesses 
and vehicular activities closed 
immediately.

However, normalcy has since 
been restored.

The Apapa Command 
of the Nigeria Customs 
Service(NCS), have inter-

cepted a container of unregistered 
pharmaceutical (codeine syrup 
and Colcaps) with Duty Paid 
Value (DPV) of N78.8million.

In a press statement by Public 
Relations Officer, Apapa Com-
mand, Abubakar Usman and a 
copy made available to newsmen, 
the Command also generated 
N95.3billion for January, 2022.

The Comptroller, who reiter-
ated the Command’s commit-
ment to surpassing its revenue 
collection of N870 billion in 
2021, said what was collected 
in January 2022, surpassed the 

N54.3 billion collected in January 
2021 by N39 billion

He also disclosed that the com-
mand seized nine containers of 
unprocessed and semi-processed 
wood at the point of loading 
into a vessel for export out of 
the country.

Giving a breakdown of the 
wood seizures value, the Customs 
Area Controller of the Command, 
Yusuf Malanta, said it is worth 
N70.6million.

Compt. Yusuf attributed the 
success of the Command to 
inter-agency synergies between 
Customs and sister organisations 
such as the National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency (NDLEA).

He said the collaboration with 
NDLEA has helped in gathering 
intelligence, leading to seizures 
of prohibited items as the Com-
mand acts swiftly on reliable 
information without waiting 
for importers to come forward 
before effecting examination on 
suspected cargoes.

He said efforts at making 
Apapa Port a no-go-area for 
unlawful trade will always be 
sustained, while ensuring that 
maximum revenue is collected 
into government coffers from all 
legitimate transactions.

While arrests are yet to be 
made, the CAC said investiga-
tions are ongoing by the Nigeria 

Customs uncover N78.8m codeine imported via Apapa Port

A 30 years old housewife, 
Cynthia Olukiowu of no 
2, Apogidonoyo street, 

Jafa Agbado, was on Saturday, 
February 5, 2022, arrested by 
men of Ogun State Police Com-
mand, for stabbing one Habeeb 
Aremu, an 18 year-old nephew 
of her husband to death over 
a minor disagreement.

The suspect was arrested, 
following a distress call received 
by policemen attached to Agbado 
Divisional Headquarters, that 
a boy had been stabbed on 
the neck by his uncle’s wife, 
following a misunderstanding 
about a mirror glass allegedly 
broken by the deceased.

It was revealed that a mirror 

glass being used in the house 
got broken and the deceased 
was alleged to have broken it.

It was the allegation that 
led to disagreement between 
the deceased and his uncle’s 
wife, subsequent upon which 
the suspect took a kitchen knife 
and used it to stab the deceased 
on his neck.

Upon the distress call, the 
DPO Agbado division, CSP 
Kehinde Kuranga, quickly led 
his men to the scene, where the 
suspect was promptly arrested 
and the victim, who was in the 
pool of his own blood, was 
rushed to the hospital. He was 
unfortunately confirmed dead by 
the doctor on duty and his corpse 

was deposited at Ifo General 
Hospital mortuary for autopsy.

Meanwhile, the Commissioner 
of Police, CP Lanre Bankole, has 
ordered the immediate transfer of 
the suspect to homicide section 
of the State Criminal Investiga-
tion and Intelligence Department, 
for further investigation and 
diligent prosecution.

Housewife, 30, arrested for alleged stabbing husband’s 18 year-old nephew to death

Baba, Inspector General of 
Police 

United Kingdom.
“If the court should consider 

granting the defendants bail, it 
should be on stiff conditions 
that will ensure the defendant’s 
attendance in court,” she added.

However, in her ruling, Justice 

Oluwatoyin Taiwo granted each 
of the defendants N50 million 
bail with two sureties in like sum.

“One of the sureties must be a 
landowner, and the Registrar of 
Titles shall verify the location of 
the land,” she said.

“The other surety shall be a 
close relative who must be resident 
in Lagos. The identities of the 
sureties must be verified by the 
court.”

The court adjourned the case to 
October 12, 2021, for trial.

Customs Service and NDLEA 
to detect, arrest and prosecute 
perpetrators of the illegal 
importation.

The Comptroller noted 
that the seizures of timber 
and rock balsam, under HS 
Code 44011000 to 44039000, 
contravened Sections 63 and 64 
of the Export Trade (improper 
exportation of items).

He added that the Command is 
going to make sure that recalci-
trant traders are brought to book 
and exportation of prohibited 
items are not allowed to pass 
through Apapa Port.

He said, “The DPV of the 
wood for all nine containers 

stood at N70.6million. An-
other container number TCKU 
6800526 which was laden with 
702 cartons of codeine syrup 
(each carton contains 200 pieces) 
and 347 cartons of Col caps 
(each carton contains 2,000 
pieces) was also seized by the 
command, with a street value 
of N78.8 million.”

The NDLEA Commander in 
Apapa Port, Samuel Gadzama, 
however, promised stronger 
synergy with Customs to prevent 
such importation and added that 
upon due diligence through a 
court process, the seized drugs 
would be publicly destroyed in 
line with extant laws.

Overseas-based 
fiancé dumps 
woman after 
paying bride 
price

A young woman has told 
the heartbreaking story 
of her boyfriend, who 

left her after he paid her bride 
price.

In the video that the young 
woman posted, she says that 
she and the man had been 
together for years before he 
moved to Italy.

They had a great relation-
ship until after their marriage 
introduction. Then, the man in 
question became a snub.

She wrote: “Since 2015 we 
have been dating. He travelled 
to Spain to hustle in 2018. 
Came back December 2021, 
did introduction and traveled 
back. Everything was going fine 
till this January ...to pick my 
calls is problem. he doesn’t 
call for any reason. Never been 
pained like this. What should 
I do guys. He has paid my 
bride price already...i really wish 
he did not. could have moved 
on with my life... I can’t date 
anyone too.”

Shops have been razed 
in an early morning fire 
that occurred at the male 

hostel of the Veritas University 
in Bwari Area Council of the 
Federal Capital Territory.

The fire outbreak, it was 
gathered, started around 1am 

and caused panic among 
students of the University.

A student of the school said 
the fire was caused by a spark 
from the school’s generating set.

He said, “The hostel didn’t 
get burnt but all the shops 
around the area were burnt. 

They sell food items, drinks 
and provisions in those shops. 
Students tried to put out the 
fire before the arrival of the 
firefighters.

“The fire was actually caused 
by sparks from the school’s 
generating set. The generating 

set’s house exploded and the 
fire caught the first shop that 
was close to it, before spreading 
to the others. Now all that is 
left is just debris and all the 
shop owners are weeping and 
counting their losses.”

Spokesperson for the institu-

tion confirmed the incident, 
adding that 10 makeshift shops 
got razed by the inferno.

She said, “Some makeshift 
shops in front of the boys’ hostel 
went up in flames. About 10 of 
them were affected. It is not the 
school as has been speculated.”

Fire razes shops at Veritas Varsity’s hostel in Abuja
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Nigerians await the 2023 general 
elections scheduled to hold across 
the country to fill different elec-
tive positions with deep anxiety. 
The Presidency is up for election 
after eight years of President 

Muhammadu Muhammadu Buhari in the saddle. 
Most governorship positions in the states are 
also up for elections. Opinions are split on 
the performance of the APC-led government. 
Arguably, the verdict is that Nigeria is worse 
off than it was in 2015 in terms of security, 
the economy, national cohesion and some other 
indices.

Once the President ruled out the possibility 
of any unconstitutional tenure elongation, the 
field became clear for different politicians to 
indicate interest in vying for the highest of-
fice in the land. Political jostling has started. 
However, as the 2023 elections approach, there 
are fears, challenges and impediments towards 
a successful conduct of the exercise.

The major challenge facing the 2023 elections 
is the delay  in the passage of the Electoral 
Bill. Last year, Buhari refused to sign the bill 
after it was passed by both chambers of the 
National Assembly. In the bill, the lawmakers had 
prescribed direct primaries for parties to choose 
their candidates for the elections. However, the 
President insisted that direct primaries method 
was undemocratic. He argued  that political  
parties should not be restricted to one method 
of choosing their candidates.  Moreover, he  felt 
that  direct  primaries would  severely spike 
the cost  of elections. He, therefore, returned  
the bill to the National Assembly with  a  let-
ter   recommending  that indirect primaries 
and  consensus  should be added to the ways 
of nominating candidates by political parties. 

To the dismay of most Nigerians,  who  sup-
ported the direct  primaries, the lawmakers bowed 
to the wishes of the President and amended 
the Electoral Bill accordingly. The bill has 
since been sent to the President again for his 
assent. The irony  of it all is that the president 
seemingly emerged as the candidate of his party 
through direct  primaries.  When  the Speaker  
of the House of Representatives,  Rt. Hon. Femi  
Gbajabiamila, met him soon  after the passage  
of the first  bill by the National Assembly,  the 
impression  was created  that the executive  and 
the legislature  were on the same page. But the 

country which could eventually lead to  protests 
by civil society groups and other stakeholders.

Another challenge facing the 2023 general 
elections is insecurity. Currently, many parts of 
the country are insecure. Arms proliferation and 
the emergence of different militant groups have 
created a season of panic and fear. Kidnapping, 
killings and other forms of violence are regular 
in Nigeria’s newsreel every day. It remains to be 
seen how elections will hold in the South-East 
and parts of the North- West, North-East and 
North-Central.

            The Federal Government appears to 
be helpless in the face of a crippling insurgency. 
It seems to have resigned itself to fate. Indeed, 
the greatest challenge facing the 2023 general 
elections is insecurity. The outlawed Indigenous 
Peoples of Biafra (IPOB), for instance,  has 
threatened that it would  disrupt elections  in 
the South-East. Boko Haram and  othe terror-
ist groups  in the North  are also  certainly  
going  to create an atmosphere not conducive 
for elections  in areas  where they  operate.
The security situation in the South-West is not 
any better. There are threats from some groups 
that unless Sunday Igboho’s case is  resolved, 
there will  be no elections  in the region.

 It remains to be seen if the Nigerian security  
forces will rise to the occasion and make all parts 
of the country  safe enough for  all Nigerians 
to participate uninterrupted in the  elections .

Zoning of elective positions is another major 
problem facing the 2023 elections. It is in-
triguing that the two major parties, the People 
Democratic Party, PDP, and All Progressives 
Congress (APC), have not decided on the zoning 
formula for the office of the president till now. 
Zoning of the presidential slot will go a long 
way to determine how the election of 2023 
will pan out. The election is a year away and 
it is worrisome that political parties are yet 
to settle this serious issue. Perhaps, they are 
weighing their options knowing that a wrong 
zoning formula could affect their success in 
the elections.

The challenges are not insurmountable. The 
nation needs the will and determination to take 
the right steps both in tackling the menace 
of terrorists and settling contentious issues 
within the polity. The federal government owes 
Nigerians a peaceful environment as a prelude 
to successful general elections.

governors, who were seriously  against  the bill, 
mounted  pressure  on the Presidency  to toe 
their line. The governors wanted the retention  
of indirect  primaries  and consensus.  The 
reason  is  not far-fetched . They are the ones 
who draw up the list  of candidates  for the 
primaries  and manipulate  the use of consensus.  
They did not want to let go  their  vicious  grip  
on the choosing  of candidates in their states. 
On the other  hand,  the legislators wanted to 
free themselves  and  their  parties  from the 
strangulating  hold  of the governors through 
the primaries.  Now that  the Presidency  has 
had its way,  the President  should  urgently  
honour his pledge  to Nigerians  that  he would 
sign  the bill as soon as his recommendations  
were effected.  Further delay  is inimical  to the 
the 2023  elections   which are just one year  
from now.  The Presidency  should  know  that  
any  further  delay  in  signing  the  electoral  
bill is capable of triggering an uproar in the 
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By Karo ogbinaKa

The Governor of Lagos State 
announced the creation of 
two new Lagos State owned 
public universities. They 
will be located at the Ikorodu 

and Ijanikin in Lagos State. He chose 
the setting provided by the book 
launch event to mark sixty years of 
the existence of Prof Toyin Ogundipe, 
the incumbent Vice Chancellor of 
the University of Lagos in this part 
of eternity, to announce this well-
known agendum. Congratulations to 
the UNILAG VC 12!

In the incumbency of his tenure, 
he successfully overcame a fellow 
mortal, and went on to clock 60 years 
in age. The path the Lagos State 
government in establishing two new 
Universities – University of Science, 
Ikorodu and Adeniran Ogunsanya 
University of Education, Ijanikin 
– had been earlier followed by the 
Delta State government. In March 
2021, the NUC approved three new 
Universities for Delta State. 

Today, Delta State boasts of the 
University of Delta, Agbor, Dennis 
Osadebe University, Asaba; and 
Delta State University of Science 
and Technology, Ozoro. Here we 
shall use Delta and Lagos States as 
models. These States have three and 
four Universities respectively. The 
Federal Government has been at the 
forefront in the establishment of new 
Universities in the country. 

Indeed, some of its agencies such 
as the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Police have all joined the fray of 
either setting up, or attempting to set 
up new Universities. But what are 
the implications and consequences 
of these actions on our educational 
system?No doubt, Universities have 
a way of growing the economy of its 
host communities. Its student and 
employee population is usually huge. 
Ideally, it creates socio-economic 
boost for property owners, small-scale 
traders and businesses, transporters, 
business centres, photography, hotel 
and relaxation centres, print and 
publishing related businesses among 

others. Apart from this, the presence 
of well-trained academics within its 
immediate community elevates the 
profile of such a community. 

This may explain why many 
politicians and “powers that be” 
are quick to site these institutions 
in their paternal villages.  Be that 
as it may, the first victim of most of 
these newly established universities 
are the existing tertiary institutions 
that are often scrapped for the 
new ones to exist. The fact remains 
that Polytechnics and Colleges of 
Education cannot be “upgraded” 
to become Universities. They are in 
truth replaced by the Universities 
and the supervising body is also 
transformed into another. The 
regulator of Colleges of Education in 
Nigeria is the ‘National Commission 
of Colleges of Education’ (NCCE). 
‘The National Board for Technical 
Education’ (NBTE) regulates 
Polytechnics; and the ‘National 
Universities Commission’ (NUC) 
regulates Universities. So a whole 
lot changes once the so-called 
“upgrading” is done. The word 
“upgrading” also degrades and 
derogates the status of this level 
of institutions in our educational 
system. We must ask if Colleges 
of Education and Polytechnics are 
no longer relevant or useful in our 
educational system and national life.
The economics of setting up capital 
intensive institutions like universities 
at a time of dwindling income, under-
funding of Universities and labour 
crises calls for better thinking. 

A university by definition is 
“an institution of higher learning 
providing facilities for teaching 
and research and authorized to 
grant academic degrees.” Ideally, 
a university is a college of colleges. 
Consequently, it is an arbitration – 
but may be one that is necessary to 
emphasise their core learning and 
research focus – to label Universities 
as ‘of’ Education, Agriculture, Science 
and Technology, etc. 

These appellations are also 
what we call Faculties or Colleges 
in traditionally full-fledged 
Universities; and one where faculties 
of Education, Agriculture, Science 

and Technology, etc are headed by 
either Deans or Provosts. Now, one 
would have expected the Federal 
and State Governments to harmonise 
the new Universities with older 
existing Universities. Invariably, 
taking Lagos State as an example, 
one would suggest that the Faculty 
of Education at LASU be relocated 
to the newly established Adeniran 
Ogunsanya University of Education 
and designated as a college of the 
Lagos State University; and a Provost 
appointed to oversee the University 
(LASU) College. The same can be 
said for the University of Science and 
Technology, etc. Within the prescient 
of the University of Lagos, the Federal 
Government maintains a Polytechnic 
and a College of Technical Education. 
This can also be harmonised rather 
go the full ill-advised hug of so 
called “upgrading”. The implication 
of having many Universities is that 
almost every other body required to 
run these institutions are replicated 
across board. 

This includes Governing Councils, 
Vice Chancellors, Registrars, 
Convocations Ceremonies, etc. For 
now, given the paucity of funds and 
non-availability of sufficient and 
qualified academics to efficiently and 
effectively run these institutions, one 
would only argue that it is ill-advised 
to establish new public Universities.
Available statistics shows that the 
largest University in Nigeria is 
the National Open University of 
Nigeria; while the University of 
Lagos ranks as second in terms of 
student population. As at 2021, the 
total number of the undergraduate 
student population (Federal, State 
and Private Universities) in Nigeria 
was put at 1.8 million. 

This student clientele was serviced 
by 11,877 Professors; 6,036 Associate 
Professors, 14,514 Senior Lecturers 
and 41,017 Lecturer 1 and below.  This 
brings the total academic population 
to 73,444 thereby giving an average of 
one academic to 245 undergraduates.
The continuous establishment of 
new Universities pressures this 
unpalatable statistics for the worse. 

This is because “upgrading” 
existing institutions to Universities 

and establishing of new Universities 
will not automatically translate into 
upgrading all former lecturers of 
the Polytechnics and Colleges of 
Education into becoming Professors, 
and PhD holders. Of course, there are 
a few lecturers in these institutions 
that are qualified to service the newly 
established Universities.  It is obvious 
that the way new Universities are 
emerging in the country, without 
regulation, the quality of our graduate 
production process - a process that is 
largely driven by academics - will be 
compromised. 

The appellations of University 
of Science, Technology, Education, 
Medicine, etc. are what are called 
Faculties or Colleges in traditional 
Universities. The NUC must look at 
the option of making new universities 
as colleges of existing older 
universities. But it seems government 
and its regulatory bodies are more 
interested in the non-human drivers 
of this sector. This is a tragedy for 
our system of education.How can 
government convince a body such 
as the Academic Staff Union of 
Universities (ASUU) that she lacks 
the requisite funds to finance capital 
intensive education in Nigeria? 

Definitely this cannot emanate from a 
government that is daily establishing 
new public owned Universities. It 
is exactly from this angle that the 
ASUU-FGN disagreement can be 
analysed by well-thinking Nigerians. 
Universities ought to be learning and 
research centres that provide high 
quality “probemcentric” manpower 
for any society. Ideally the society 
and government ought to bring 
its problem to the Universities for 
solutions. We are currently sowing 
centres that may germinate into 
problems for government, the 
larger society and itself. These many 
universities are veritable ground for 
the production of a huge army of 
the unemployed and unproductive 
persons. It will have dire implications 
for the carrying capacity of the 
National Youth Service Corp scheme; 
as well as other attendant social and 
economic challenges. Somebody 
should do something to save the 
impending doom’s day.

Dr. Oghenekaro Ogbinaka teaches 
philosophy at the University of Lagos, 
Nigeria.

bountiful harvest of new universities

Antonio Guterres

UN chief vaccinated in New York
United Nations (UN) Secretary-

General, Antonio Guterres, received his first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine on Thursday, 
at Adlai E. Stevenson High School in The 
Bronx, a few miles uptown from the world 
body’s headquarters in New York.

In a Tweet, Mr. Guterres expressed his 
gratitude and good fortune at receiving the 
jab, and urged the international community 
to ensure that vaccines become available to 
everyone, on an equitable basis. 

“With this pandemic, none of us are safe 
until all of us are safe,” he wrote. Guterres, 
71, was eligible to receive the vaccine on the 
basis of his age: New York residents over the 
age of 65 are included in the current phase of 
vaccinations in the city, which also includes 

school workers, first responders, public 
transit workers and grocery workers.

In December, Guterres declared that he 
would happily receive the vaccine in public, 
and said that, for him, vaccination is a moral 
obligation. “Each one of us provides a service 
to the whole community,” he said, “because 
there is no longer a risk of spreading the 
disease”.

All these were contained in a UN 
statement which said journalists and camera 
crews were invited to observe him receive his 
shot, which took place at a time when many 
countries are seeing a significant proportion 
of their citizens expressing “vaccine 
hesitancy”.

UN regional offices have noted a significant 

level of mistrust and, in some countries, 
including Japan and several European 
nations, around half the population are 
reportedly unsure about getting a COVID-19 
vaccine at this stage.

Commenting on the UN chief’s 
vaccination appointment on behalf of 
the Mayor’s Office, Penny Abeywardena, 
Commissioner for International Affairs, said 
that she was heartened that the Secretary-
General had secured his appointment 
online, and received the vaccine in a New 
York City public school, in the same manner 
as many other city residents.

“This will go a long way in building trust in 
our communities that the vaccine is safe for 
all,” she said.

‘COVID-19 could 
damage quality 
of sperm, reduce 
fertility in men’

16TRANSPORT

The Federal Government says the first 
batch of 100,000 doses of the Pfizer/
BioNTech vaccine against COVID-19 is 
delayed because of “politics and logistics due 
to no fault of Nigeria.”

The Minister of Information and Culture, 
Alhaji Lai Mohammed who disclosed this in 
Abuja on Sunday, said the issue of vaccine 
was a serious one to the government which 
had put every needed infrastructure in place 
for its storage.

Speaking with newsmen the minister said: 
“The fact that these vaccines will now come 
in February is not due to Nigeria’s fault.

“We are very ready to receive the 100,00 
doses and we have the infrastructure, even 
when it is going to be preserved at about -70 
Degree Celsius,’’ he said.

The minister said the ultra-cold freezers 
to store the Pfizer vaccine candidate doses 
upon their arrival in the country had already 
been acquired before the companies said it 

had to wait till February.
Mohammed, a member of the Presidential 

Task Force (PTF) on COVID-19, said the 
Federal Government had also accessed the 
African Union (AU) and other international 
agencies for vaccines.

He assured that in the next two years, they 
would be able to vaccinate about 70 per cent 
of the population.

The minister underscored the need for 
sustained advocacy campaign against the 
position of some people who had bad-
mouthed the vaccines that it had a lot of 
resistance.

“We have to appeal to our traditional, 
religious and political leaders to understand 
that as of today, there is no other silver bullets 
than the vaccines.

“They are the only option that can save 
humanity from the deadly virus and the elites 
must take the lead in this campaign.

“We must disabuse our minds from the 
campaign of naysayers that the vaccines are 
dangerous, it can cause impotency or meant 
to depopulate some parts of the world,’’ he 

said.
Mohammed said that Nigeria would strive 

like other countries of the world to access 
enough vaccines for its people.

He said the WHO had certified the vaccines 
to be safe and efficacious, therefore, the 
concern should be availability, affordability 
and logistics for distribution.

He reiterated that the vaccines were the 
most effective and quickest way for the 
world to resume normal life of restraints and 
restrictions.

The minister said the spike in the cases of 
COVID-19 and fatality was largely because 
Nigerians had refused to abide by the basic 
non-pharmaceutical intervention principles.

He said Nigerians were not heeding the 
basic principles, including wearing facial 
masks, not gathering in places, keeping social 
distance, washing of hands regularly and 
using hand sanitisers.

Mohammed said that while President 
Muhammadu Buhari had signed the 
COVID-19 Regulations, Nigerians must take 
personal responsibility for their safety.

COVID-19 may damage sperm quality and 
reduce fertility in men, according to a new study 
based on experimental evidence. 

The viral disease – which has swept the globe, 
claiming nearly 2.2 million lives – can cause 
increased sperm cell death, inflammation and 
so-called oxidative stress, researchers reported 
Friday in the journal Reproduction. 

“These findings provide the first direct 
experimental evidence that the male 
reproductive system could be targeted and 
damaged by COVID-19 ,” the authors concluded.

Experts commenting on the research, 
however, said the capacity of the virus to 
compromise fertility in men remains unproven.

COVID-19 causes respiratory illness, 
especially in older people and those with 
underlying medical problems. The world has 
seen more than 100 million confirmed cases 
since the disease emerged in central China at 
the end of 2019. Transmitted through respiratory 
droplets, the disease attacks the lungs, kidneys, 
intestines and heart.

It can also infect male reproductive organs, 
impairing sperm cell development and 
disrupting reproductive hormones, earlier 
studies have shown. The same receptors the 
virus uses to access lung tissue are also found in 
the testicles.

But the effects of the virus on the ability of 
men to reproduce remained unclear.

Behzad Hajizadeh Maleki and Bakhtyar 
Tartibian from Justus-Liebig-University in 
Germany searched for biological markers that 
might indicate a negative impact on fertility.

Analysis done at 10-day intervals for 60 days 
in 84 men with COVID-19 was compared to data 
for 105 healthy men.

In the COVID-19 patients, sperm cells showed 
a significant increase in markers of inflammation 
and oxidative stress, a chemical imbalance that 
can damage DNA and proteins in the body.

“These effects on sperm cells are associated 
with lower sperm quality and reduced fertility 
potential,” said Maleki in a statement. “Although 
these effects tended to improve over time, they 
remained significantly and abnormally higher 
in the COVID-19 patients. The more severe the 
disease, the bigger the changes,” he added.

The male reproductive system “should be 
considered a vulnerable route of COVID-19 
infection and declared a high-risk organ by the 
World Health Organisation,” Maleki said.

Experts not involved in the study welcomed 
the research, but cautioned that more was needed 
before drawing hard and fast conclusions.

“Men should not be unduly alarmed,” noted 
Alison Campbell, director of embryology of the 
CARE Fertility Group in Britain.

“There is currently no definitive evidence of 
long-lasting damage caused by COVID-19 , to 
sperm or male reproductive potential,” she told 
the London-based Science Media Centre.

The results could have been skewed, she 
added, by the fact that men recovering from 
Covid were treated with corticosteroids and 
antiviral therapies, while the control group was 
not.

Allan Pacey, a specialist in male reproductive 
medicine at the University of Sheffield, raised 
a “stong note of caution” on how the data was 
interpreted.

Some of the indicators of decreased sperm 
quality could be due to factors besides COVID-19 
, he said, noting that more men in the COVID-19 
group were overweight.

The simple fact that only one group was very 
sick -- no matter the cause -- also needed to be 
taken into account, he added.

Why Pfizer coronavirus vaccine is delayed, by FG
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By DaviD Pilling

David Pilling recently 
published a fiery 
article against 
Federal Government. 
Understandably, his 

scathing analysis angered the 
presidency. *The vitriolic response 
from Malam Garba Shehu, the SSA 
media to President Buhari*

The caricature of a government 
sleepwalking into* *disaster is 
predictable *from a correspondent 
who jets briefly in and out of 
Nigeria on the same British 
Airways flight he so criticises”,* 

“He highlights rising* *banditry 
in my country as proof of such 
slumber.What he leaves out are 
the security gains made over 
two Presidential terms.”*It is not 
unusual.

The article was entitled “What 
is Nigeria’s Government For,” and 
authored by   Piling, editor of the 
London Financial newspaper’s in 
its edition of  January 31, 2022.

What did Piling write? Read on 
to find out.

On the British Airways flight 

between London and Nigeria’s 
administrative capital of Abuja, 
one of the airline’s most profitable 
routes, nearly all the space is taken 
up with flatbeds. The unfortunate 
few making their way to a 
crunched economy section at the 
back must trudge through row 
after row of business class.

Evidently, there is plenty of 
money to be made in Abuja’s 
corridors of power. Nigeria’s 
economy may be flat on its back, 
but the political elite flying to and 
from London will spend the flight 
flat on theirs, too.

Next year, many of the members 
of Government will change, though 
not necessarily the bureaucracy 
behind it. Campaigning has 
already begun for presidential 
elections that in February 2023 
will draw the curtain on eight 
years of the administration of 
Muhammadu Buhari, on whose 
somnolent watch Nigeria has 
sleepwalked closer to disaster.

Buhari has overseen two terms of 
economic slump, rising debt and a 
calamitous increase in kidnapping 
and banditry — the one thing 
you might have thought a former 

general could control. Familiar 
candidates to replace him, mostly 
recycled old men, are already 
counting their money ahead of 
a costly electoral marathon. It 
takes an estimated $2bn to get a 
president elected. Those who pay 
will expect to be paid back.

There are some promising 
candidates. If Yemi Osinbajo, the 
technocratic Vice-President, were 
miraculously to make it through 
the campaign thicket and emerge 
as president, the hearts of Nigerian 
optimists would beat a little faster.

But that may be to underestimate 
the depth of Nigeria’s quagmire. 
The problem is not so much who 
leads the government as the nature 
of government itself.

Nigeria’s administration is 
fuelled by oil — though not its 
economy; more than 90 per cent 
of output is generated from non-
oil activities. But for decades, the 
business of government — whether 
military or, since 1999, democratic 
— has been to control access to oil 
revenues and earn patronage by 
spreading petrol-dollars to federal 
and state supplicants.

Outside oil, government raises 

a petty amount of revenue, 
proportionally much less than 
other African states. Since the 
provision of services is so dire, no 
one who can afford to pay taxes is 
willing to do so. Nigerians with 
money opt out of the system. 
They send their kids to private 
school, attend private hospitals, 
employ their own private security 
and generate their own power. 
The state borrows ever more 
heavily to fund what little capital 
expenditure there is and service 
mounting debts. Like a giant leech 
at the top of the body politic, 
government is essentially there to 
fund itself.

This thwarts the aspirations 
of millions of highly capable 
Nigerians. Officials extract “rent” 
by controlling access to business 
opportunities. The objective thus 
becomes to slow down investment 
not speed it up.

Almost all the energy, drive 
and wealth creation in Nigeria 
happens outside government. 
New unregulated businesses in 
the booming tech sector, fashion, 
design and the creative arts are 
flourishing. Every day, tens of 

millions of Nigerians somehow 
get by, despite the efforts of those 
supposedly looking out for them.

As is said of India, Nigeria 
grows at night while the 
government sleeps — hardly 
surprising that some libertarian 
tech entrepreneurs want the 
government to withdraw and 
leave the private sector in charge.

What is Nigeria’s government for?

David Pilling



By MveMba  Dizolele

The Africa Program of the 
Center for Strategic and 
International Studies(CSIS) 
has articulated  factors that 
will affect Africa in 2022.

The programme provides analysis 
on political, economic, and security 
dynamics in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
highlighting important new trends 
and rising stakes for U.S. engagement. 

The Global Health Policy Center, 
the Project on Prosperity and 
Development, and the Global Food 
Security Program each conduct work 
on Africa through the lens of their 
respective thematic areas, reflecting 
the expanding mix of U.S. priorities 
and assistance programs on the 
continent.

The current projections indicate 
that from public health to peace and 
security to climate change, Africa 
will face a number of crises that 
will divert scarce resources from 
economic development efforts. 
Omicron variant contingencies will 
compound the costly health effects 
of the Covid-19 pandemic and delay 
economic recovery. Continued 
armed conflicts in the Horn of Africa, 
Mozambique, the Great Lakes, and 
the Sahel will further destabilize 
various sub-regions and exacerbate 
humanitarian crises.

Authoritarianism will continue to 
rise as political leaders seek to subvert 
the democratic process and tighten 
their grip on power. Elections in 
Senegal, Angola, and Kenya will have 
an impact on Africa’s democratic 
outlook. 

The China-Africa relationship will 

be defined by an expansion of health 
diplomacy—with a target delivery of 
600 million vaccine doses to African 
countries. And finally, the United 
States will strive for fresh engagement 
with Africa, but continue to prioritize 
democracy, human rights, climate 
change, anti-corruption, and global 
health.

To preview some of the top stories 
in 2022, the CSIS Africa Program 
presents its annual list of key countries 
and issues to watch this year.

Firstly, the Biden Administration 
will reset U.S. Policy in Sub-Saharan 
Africa.

Now that President Biden has 
reversed the worst practices of his 
predecessor, creating a distinctive 
Africa policy of his own will 
not be easy. Unlike the Trump 
administration’s view of Africa 
primarily as a theater of U.S.-China 
rivalry, Biden’s team extols Africa’s 
strengths and is proposing U.S.-
Africa partnerships on a range of 
issues. China hardly figures into 
Biden’s Africa playbook. With 
these important course corrections, 
opportunities and challenges loom in 
equal measure. The main challenge 
is how to meaningfully connect 
the United States with Africa’s 
rapid growth potential. However, 
whichever big initiatives the Biden 
administration undertakes, they 
should be at scale and concentrated 
rather than scattered in small parcels 
across the continent. For example, 
with climate change at the center of 
the administration’s policy agenda, 
major investments in Africa’s fast-
growing renewable energy sector 
could both mitigate climate change 
and foster economic growth. 

The US could also double down on its 
past successes, such as the President’s 
Emergency Fund for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR), the President’s Malaria 
Initiative (PMI), and the Millennium 
Challenge Account (MCA), by 
investing in upgrades to Africa’s 
public healthcare infrastructure. 
Determined to promote democracy 
and protect human rights, the Biden 
administration will be tested by 
elections this year in Senegal, Angola, 
and Kenya, three states of special 
importance to the United States. 
Elections could tilt any of these states 
in a more authoritarian direction, 
posing a serious dilemma. 

Furthermore, the administration 
will face a number of armed 
conflicts from the Horn of Africa to 
Mozambique to the Great Lakes to 
the Sahel and will confront a complex 
web of outside powers and non-state 
actors.

Next is the China-Africa Relations.
China-Africa relations, this year, 

will reflect the agreements and 
resolutions of the Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) that 
took place in Dakar, Senegal, in late 
2021 and will primarily focus on 
vaccines, trade, and infrastructure 
and investment.

China’s vaccine diplomacy is 
expected to rise to new heights, with 
a target of 600 million vaccines to be 
donated to African countries—a jump 
from the approximately 180 million 
delivered so far. This initiative will 
also yield signature ceremonies for 
deals to deliver 400 million locally 
manufactured doses. China could 
become Africa’s largest source of 
vaccines if these two targets are met 
by the end of 2022.

While the Dakar FOCAC stopped 
short of proposing a preferential trade 
agreement with the continent—a 
proposal that Development 
Reimagined had recommended, prior 
to the summit—steps toward this 
objective, known as “green lanes” for 
agricultural products, were taken.

Africa’s prospects for tech, this year 
are certainly huge.

In 2022, digitization will continue 
to transform lives in sub-Saharan 
Africa, from economics to the political 
landscape. 

Across the region, electronic voting 
and electronic transmission of results 
will lead to more credible elections, 
and multiple countries such as Kenya 
and Nigeria will rely on technology 
to reduce voting fraud. More African 
governments will acquire relatively 
inexpensive off-the-shelf online 
surveillance technologies with 
negative consequences for democracy 
and human rights. 

More drones will be deployed 
across the continent to deliver blood 
and medical supplies to hospitals, 
replicating efforts pioneered by U.S. 
company Zipline. 

Cryptocurrencies will continue 
to facilitate easier cross-border 
payments despite pushback from 
African central banks, enabling 
more remote work opportunities for 
Africa’s tech talent. 

Ghana will issue its digital currency 
in 2022, after Nigeria beat it to the 
chase last year. 

A wider adoption of blockchain 
technology for digital IDs and myriad 
registries will also unfold in 2022. 
Africa-focused genomics startups 
and programs—such as U.S.-funded 
54gene in Lagos and the H3Africa 

Initiative in Cape Town—will record 
new strides in DNA sequencing. 

5G licenses in Nigeria and auctions 
of additional internet spectrum in 
South Africa will raise the quality 
and range of internet services in these 
key countries in 2022, although fears 
about 5G risks will remain. Tech 
regulation will also be in focus in 2022 
as more African governments look to 
tap the huge revenue potential of the 
sector to boost their strained budgets, 
with risks to innovation and growth 
of the sector.

Mvemba Phezo Dizolele is a senior 
fellow and director of the Africa 
Program at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies (CSIS). He 
is also a lecturer in African studies at 
the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies. Prior to CSIS, 
he was the Africa senior adviser at the 
International Republican Institute.

By aDeze ojukwu

President Muhammadu Buhari 
is unlike, so many other 
leaders before him.

His administration has 
continued to score poorly 

in national and media discourses, for 
incompetence, economic recession, 
inflation, unemployment and 
widespread insecurity among others.

Sadly his recent media commentaries 
offered little or no relief, for many 
people, who believe that this injury 
time, provides a veritable platform to 
mend fences, improve infrastructure 
and initiate viable financial channels, 
that will boost manufacturing, 
productivity and  provide employment 
opportunities, especially for jobless 
youths and establish himself as a true 
democrat.

For most people, Buhari is still a 
military general despite his democratic 
garb.

What an irony that, after close to 
eight years of his administration, he 
has continued to appall the nation 
and its hapless citizens, with odious 
policies, nepotistic tendencies and 
skewed appointments.

The discriminatory citing of federal 
projects, deliberate exclusion of South 
East from the  security high command 
and gagging of critics, particularly the 
media, are all part of the ugly bargain.

Perhaps the high praises, hurled 
at him by his teeming army of 
aides, political acolytes and security 
personnel may have dulled his senses, 
as he remains unperturbed about the 
suffering, anguish and despair of the 
common man, who voted for a change.

For instance, under his watch, the 
economy has dwindled dangerously, 
inflation remains high, while many 
citizens are gripped by internationally 
unacceptable poverty brackets, and 

are subsisting on less than one dollar 
a day.

Another vexatious issue, according 
to the opposition and most critics, 
is Buhari’s uncanny fixation about  
restoring  the old cattle routes.

He has maintained this uncanny 
position, since he took office in 2015 
and reiterated same odd views at a 
recent television interview.

Buhari said, ‘one of the issues, 
I discussed with the ministers of 
agriculture, from Audu Ogbeh to 
Mahmud now, is to go and get the 
gazettes of past republics, especially of 
northern states.’

‘There are cattle routes and grazing 
grounds, and herders are confined to 
those areas. Those that go outside it 
were arrested. So we said we have to 
go back to that system again to make 
sure that we prepare the grazing 
areas, windmills and even veterinary 
departments so the herders won’t veer 
into farms.’

‘We have to go back to that again 
and make sure that we prepare those 
grazing areas and put the veterinary 
in place. We are working towards 
achieving that. We have to bring 
back cattle grazing routes as a way of 
resolving clashes between herders and 
farmers.’

‘There are cattle routes and grazing 
grounds and cattle rearers are confined 
to those areas. Those that go outside 
those areas are arrested and farmers 
are asked to come make their claims. If 
they don’t have the money their cattle 
are sold and farmers are settled.’

To Mr. President, this position is the 
only panacea for peace between crop 
farmers and nomadic herdsmen.

This bearing is not only fraught with 
risks, but is dead on arrival.

He blatantly refused to promote 
ranching and other options offered 
by Kano State Governor Abdullahi 
Ganduje, experts and eminent 

Nigerians.
It is sad and depressing that in the 

21st century, the only strategy Nigeria’s 
President is bringing to the table, as a 
lasting solution to this crisis is a return 
to the days of grazing routes.

This is retrogressive, considering 
that most world leaders, are making 
hefty investments in cutting-edge 
technologies and precision innovations, 
in order to raise the bar in governance, 
development and economic prosperity 
for their citizens.

For Nigeria, the scenario is one of 
retardation, corruption, systematic rot 
despair and bad governance across 
all sectors, offering no hope to the 
impoverished masses.

Cheerily, Buhari’s unpopular 
standing on grazing rights was 
thrashed last year by many leaders and 
stakeholders.

The entire Southern and Middle Belt 
regions rose in unison and rejected 
open grazing, in all its ramifications, as 
inimical to the lives and security of the 
people.

They also established regional and 
state security agencies, to thwart these 
criminals.

But Mr. president is adamant, and 
continues to pursue, what is viewed as 
‘an evil agenda that can only harm this 
fledgling union.’

Mind you, most farmers particularly 
those from the South and Middle 
Belt, bear a disproportionate brunt of 
these relentless offensives, massacres, 
and unprecedented destruction of 
farmlands and properties.

Police and media reports provide 
gory reports of the mayhem unleashed 
on many rural villages, with eyewitness 
accounts all indicating heavy losses 
and casualties by innocent villagers.

This is largely because the criminals 
carry out their heinous attacks mainly 
at night, when most villagers are 
asleep.  Also many communities lack  
electricity, thus making it easier for the 

raiders to operate freely.
Nevertheless, there is no justification 

for this brutality and it is time to end 
the carnage.

Out of sheer mischief or mere 
ignorance, some commentators, 
sometimes, dismiss these killings as 
‘a mere herders and farmers clash, an 
ancient battle or communal fights.’

No it is not. Truth be told, these 
infractions are premeditated murders, 
against innocent Nigerians, carrying 
out their legitimate businesses.

Fulani herdsmen are businessmen 
with the right to carry out their trade, 
but it must been undertaken within the 
purview of the laws of the land.

Mr. President has watched idly at 
the massive blood shed, allegedly 
being perpetrated by these armed 
cattle rearers, who are mainly of Fulani 
stock, hence his kith and kin.

Government should jettison its 
current position, and set up legislative 
and legal mechanisms to tackle this 
sore issue.

Perpetrators of these crimes must be 
punished to serve as deterrent as its 
commitment to the entire nation.

The regime will continue to receive 
knocks, should it fail to squash  the 
conflagrations and  punish the 
offenders or treat them as terrorists.

Many stakeholders and affected 
communities are not only angry by 
government inertia, but are querying, 
why herdsmen should bear dangerous 
weapons.

Some respondents generally believe 
that Buhari and his lieutenants can 
stop this mess by first of all disarming 
the herders.

But they won’t for obvious factors. 
Another argument by many farmers 
is this.

‘Pastoralism, is a personal business, 
therefore, those involved in animal 
husbandry should be made to raise 
their cattle in ranches.’

They may also choose  to establish 

cooperatives or bank facilities 
for crowd funding and business 
development, according to experts.

Some farmers told this writer that 
most survivors remain traumatized 
and live in trepidation after the 
encounters in their villages.

A yam farmer from Anam 
community in Anambra State, Mr 
Dimgba Okam expressed serious 
dismay at their ordeal and appealed to 
the authorities to end the debacle.

‘Government should come to our 
aid. Many of us have died and lost 
all our farmlands because of these 
frequent attacks,’ he lamented.

Meeting the Sustainable 
Development Goals(SDGs) will remain 
a mirage, if this evil trend is not halted.

The economic consequences are 
equally very worrisome, as the 
vicious raids, escalate food shortages, 
hike in prices of farm products, 
unemployment, insecurity and 
disunity among the citizenry.

Ojukwu is the editorial page editor of 
The Trumpet.

Kindly send your feedback to 
adeze.ojukwu@gmail.com

Buhari’s obsession with grazing routes
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Antonio Guterres

UN chief vaccinated in New York
United Nations (UN) Secretary-

General, Antonio Guterres, received his first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine on Thursday, 
at Adlai E. Stevenson High School in The 
Bronx, a few miles uptown from the world 
body’s headquarters in New York.

In a Tweet, Mr. Guterres expressed his 
gratitude and good fortune at receiving the 
jab, and urged the international community 
to ensure that vaccines become available to 
everyone, on an equitable basis. 

“With this pandemic, none of us are safe 
until all of us are safe,” he wrote. Guterres, 
71, was eligible to receive the vaccine on the 
basis of his age: New York residents over the 
age of 65 are included in the current phase of 
vaccinations in the city, which also includes 

school workers, first responders, public 
transit workers and grocery workers.

In December, Guterres declared that he 
would happily receive the vaccine in public, 
and said that, for him, vaccination is a moral 
obligation. “Each one of us provides a service 
to the whole community,” he said, “because 
there is no longer a risk of spreading the 
disease”.

All these were contained in a UN 
statement which said journalists and camera 
crews were invited to observe him receive his 
shot, which took place at a time when many 
countries are seeing a significant proportion 
of their citizens expressing “vaccine 
hesitancy”.

UN regional offices have noted a significant 

level of mistrust and, in some countries, 
including Japan and several European 
nations, around half the population are 
reportedly unsure about getting a COVID-19 
vaccine at this stage.

Commenting on the UN chief’s 
vaccination appointment on behalf of 
the Mayor’s Office, Penny Abeywardena, 
Commissioner for International Affairs, said 
that she was heartened that the Secretary-
General had secured his appointment 
online, and received the vaccine in a New 
York City public school, in the same manner 
as many other city residents.

“This will go a long way in building trust in 
our communities that the vaccine is safe for 
all,” she said.

‘COVID-19 could 
damage quality 
of sperm, reduce 
fertility in men’

16TRANSPORT

The Federal Government says the first 
batch of 100,000 doses of the Pfizer/
BioNTech vaccine against COVID-19 is 
delayed because of “politics and logistics due 
to no fault of Nigeria.”

The Minister of Information and Culture, 
Alhaji Lai Mohammed who disclosed this in 
Abuja on Sunday, said the issue of vaccine 
was a serious one to the government which 
had put every needed infrastructure in place 
for its storage.

Speaking with newsmen the minister said: 
“The fact that these vaccines will now come 
in February is not due to Nigeria’s fault.

“We are very ready to receive the 100,00 
doses and we have the infrastructure, even 
when it is going to be preserved at about -70 
Degree Celsius,’’ he said.

The minister said the ultra-cold freezers 
to store the Pfizer vaccine candidate doses 
upon their arrival in the country had already 
been acquired before the companies said it 

had to wait till February.
Mohammed, a member of the Presidential 

Task Force (PTF) on COVID-19, said the 
Federal Government had also accessed the 
African Union (AU) and other international 
agencies for vaccines.

He assured that in the next two years, they 
would be able to vaccinate about 70 per cent 
of the population.

The minister underscored the need for 
sustained advocacy campaign against the 
position of some people who had bad-
mouthed the vaccines that it had a lot of 
resistance.

“We have to appeal to our traditional, 
religious and political leaders to understand 
that as of today, there is no other silver bullets 
than the vaccines.

“They are the only option that can save 
humanity from the deadly virus and the elites 
must take the lead in this campaign.

“We must disabuse our minds from the 
campaign of naysayers that the vaccines are 
dangerous, it can cause impotency or meant 
to depopulate some parts of the world,’’ he 

said.
Mohammed said that Nigeria would strive 

like other countries of the world to access 
enough vaccines for its people.

He said the WHO had certified the vaccines 
to be safe and efficacious, therefore, the 
concern should be availability, affordability 
and logistics for distribution.

He reiterated that the vaccines were the 
most effective and quickest way for the 
world to resume normal life of restraints and 
restrictions.

The minister said the spike in the cases of 
COVID-19 and fatality was largely because 
Nigerians had refused to abide by the basic 
non-pharmaceutical intervention principles.

He said Nigerians were not heeding the 
basic principles, including wearing facial 
masks, not gathering in places, keeping social 
distance, washing of hands regularly and 
using hand sanitisers.

Mohammed said that while President 
Muhammadu Buhari had signed the 
COVID-19 Regulations, Nigerians must take 
personal responsibility for their safety.

COVID-19 may damage sperm quality and 
reduce fertility in men, according to a new study 
based on experimental evidence. 

The viral disease – which has swept the globe, 
claiming nearly 2.2 million lives – can cause 
increased sperm cell death, inflammation and 
so-called oxidative stress, researchers reported 
Friday in the journal Reproduction. 

“These findings provide the first direct 
experimental evidence that the male 
reproductive system could be targeted and 
damaged by COVID-19 ,” the authors concluded.

Experts commenting on the research, 
however, said the capacity of the virus to 
compromise fertility in men remains unproven.

COVID-19 causes respiratory illness, 
especially in older people and those with 
underlying medical problems. The world has 
seen more than 100 million confirmed cases 
since the disease emerged in central China at 
the end of 2019. Transmitted through respiratory 
droplets, the disease attacks the lungs, kidneys, 
intestines and heart.

It can also infect male reproductive organs, 
impairing sperm cell development and 
disrupting reproductive hormones, earlier 
studies have shown. The same receptors the 
virus uses to access lung tissue are also found in 
the testicles.

But the effects of the virus on the ability of 
men to reproduce remained unclear.

Behzad Hajizadeh Maleki and Bakhtyar 
Tartibian from Justus-Liebig-University in 
Germany searched for biological markers that 
might indicate a negative impact on fertility.

Analysis done at 10-day intervals for 60 days 
in 84 men with COVID-19 was compared to data 
for 105 healthy men.

In the COVID-19 patients, sperm cells showed 
a significant increase in markers of inflammation 
and oxidative stress, a chemical imbalance that 
can damage DNA and proteins in the body.

“These effects on sperm cells are associated 
with lower sperm quality and reduced fertility 
potential,” said Maleki in a statement. “Although 
these effects tended to improve over time, they 
remained significantly and abnormally higher 
in the COVID-19 patients. The more severe the 
disease, the bigger the changes,” he added.

The male reproductive system “should be 
considered a vulnerable route of COVID-19 
infection and declared a high-risk organ by the 
World Health Organisation,” Maleki said.

Experts not involved in the study welcomed 
the research, but cautioned that more was needed 
before drawing hard and fast conclusions.

“Men should not be unduly alarmed,” noted 
Alison Campbell, director of embryology of the 
CARE Fertility Group in Britain.

“There is currently no definitive evidence of 
long-lasting damage caused by COVID-19 , to 
sperm or male reproductive potential,” she told 
the London-based Science Media Centre.

The results could have been skewed, she 
added, by the fact that men recovering from 
Covid were treated with corticosteroids and 
antiviral therapies, while the control group was 
not.

Allan Pacey, a specialist in male reproductive 
medicine at the University of Sheffield, raised 
a “stong note of caution” on how the data was 
interpreted.

Some of the indicators of decreased sperm 
quality could be due to factors besides COVID-19 
, he said, noting that more men in the COVID-19 
group were overweight.

The simple fact that only one group was very 
sick -- no matter the cause -- also needed to be 
taken into account, he added.

Why Pfizer coronavirus vaccine is delayed, by FG
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Is Amaechi Buhari’s anointed successor?
The race to replace President Muhammadu Buhari in 2023 

has started in earnest with a lot of intrigues, politicking, 
alignments and realignments as well as political maneuvering.

While the major opposition Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
is still contemplating on either zoning its presidential ticket to the 
north as a political strategy to outwit the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) or to the south for fairness and equity, the APC 
seems to have settled for the south for its candidate ahead of 2023.

So far, different prominent leaders, as well as well-known politi-
cians, have made known their interests to run for the president on 
the platform of the APC. Topping the list is the national leader 
of the party, Bola Ahmed Tinubu; former governor of Imo State 
and Senator representing Imo West Senatorial district, Rochas 
Okorocha; Governor of Ebonyi State, David Umahi; and Senate 
Chief Whip, Orji Uzor Kalu.

While the above mentioned political heavyweights have the 
clout, reach, political support base and experience to man the most 
coveted yet demanding office in the country, there is a general 
consensus that President Muhammadu 

Buhari with his cult-like northern followership is a major factor 
in deciding the presidential flag-bearer of the APC. No wonder all 
the aspirants that have indicated interest to run for the presidency 
have gone to Aso Villa to formally inform the president and solicit 
his support.

It will be recalled that President Muhammadu Buhari on 
Wednesday, January 5 in an interview with Channels TV said he 
has a favourite successor in 2023, but he will keep the identity 
of the person secret. He stressed that if the person is not kept in 
secret, he could be eliminated.

Vice President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, though has not expressed 
interest in the 2023 presidential race, many followers of Buhari have 
started awareness campaigns and political meetings on his behalf. 
Many believe that a loyal Vice President like Yemi Osinbajo will 
most likely be the “anointed successor.” No move, however, has 
been made by the president to give credence to those projecting 
Osinbajo.

A source who spoke with The Trumpet on condition of anonymity 
said, “Osinbajo is a presidential material; he has the temperament, 
intelligence, capacity and a believer of one Nigeria. But it seems 
the kingmakers in the north are not with him. And you know it is 
extremely difficult to be president without the support of the north.”

As the search for the “anointed candidate” continues, Minister 
of Transportation, Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi, who has been calm 
for a while has suddenly become the talk of the town following his 
turban by the Daura Emirate Council as the “Dan Amana Daura” 
(Trusted one of Daura).

The conferment of such a sacred title on Amaechi by the 
traditional custodians of the Buhari ancestral home has triggered 
a lot of reactions with many attaching a political colouration to 
the title. More so, the congratulatory message of President Buhari 
has revealed that there is more to the chieftaincy title.

Presidential spokesperson, Garba Shehu, said in a statement that 
“President Buhari described the conferment of the title of ‘Dan 
Amana,’ (the trusted one) to Amaechi as a clear commitment to 
the harmonious relationship between the nation’s diverse cultures.

“He commended the Minister ‘for working with enormous energy 
to make the CHANGE we promised Nigerians a reality,’ noting 
that “the change we are witnessing in the transport sector is an 
extraordinary legacy.”

There is no gainsaying that this presidential statement at a time 
many supporters are expecting a sign from Buhari couple with the 
carefully selected title of “Dan Amana” by Buhari’s Daura kinsmen 
is enough body language for many ahead of 2023.

Though Amaechi is yet to declare his interest for the presidency 
in 2023, this event has triggered a campaign tagged #AbegCal-
lAmaechi2023 with different prominent Nigerians placing a call 
on Amaechi to run for Nigeria’s President.

Why will Amaechi be crested as “the trusted one” by the north 
in such a critical time in the history of Nigeria when majority of 
northerners, especially members of the APC are looking at the 
south for the successor of President BuharBeforer to the 2015 
general elections, Rotimi Amaechi, who was then a PDP member 
and Governor of Rivers State, was the major access through which 
the north that wanted to cease power from Dr. Goodluck Jonathan 
gained in-road to the Niger Delta and South-South region.

Amaechi was not just having a running battle with then-President 
Goodluck Jonathan, he led a substantial number of PDP Governors 
and prominent leaders into the APC and also headed the APC 
Presidential Campaign council as Director-General on a radical 
campaign against PDP and Jonathan, a southern Presidential Candidate 
for the enthronement of Buhari, a core northerner.

Since then, Amaechi has been in the good books of President 
Muhammadu Buhari and he has been his most trusted ally in the 
South-South region. Outside calling the shots in the south-south 
region in the Buhari administration, Amaechi became the Minister 
of Transportation; one of the very few Ministers that have a free 
hand to run their portfolios.

As a Minister of Transportation, Amaechi has continued to 
build on the existing trust he shares with President Buhari and 
the north; he took the University of Transportation to Daura, a 
Federal Polytechnic to Daura, and a Kano-Maradi railway project 

BY PAUL MICHAEL, DEPUTY POLITICAL EDITOR

that cut across Katsina State.
The university which is taunted as first in Africa will, among 

other things, assist to build the capacity of Nigerian professionals, 
technicians and human resources in the transportation sector and also 
to fast-track technology transfer and Nigerian content in contracts, 
science, engineering and technology.

The groundbreaking ceremony for the project was performed 
by President Muhammadu on December 2, 2019 and according to 
the minister, the N18billion (US$50million) university was gotten 
free of charge by the Chinese government as part of its Corporate 
Social Responsibility.

Another plus for the minister is how he is connecting the North 
through rail. Already, Portuguese construction company, Mota-Engil 
has started working on the $1.8bn railway track that will link 

Nigeria and Niger in West Africa.
The kick starts the project; a ground-breaking ceremony was 

held at the site of a proposed station in Makira in Katsina State. 
When completed, construction of the 284 kilometers Nigeria-
Maradi Standard Gauge Rail line will enable interconnectivity 
with countries in the West African sub-region for the promotion 
of trade and commerce.

How else does someone earn the trust of a people that when 
the most powerful seat in the country is handed over to him he 
will not betray the trust but serve without religious or regional 
inclinations?

The turban of Rotimi Amaechi as “the trusted one of Daura” 
by the Daura Emirate Council, indeed, has a lot to say as well 
head to 2023.

Amaechi

Edo: 14 APC lawmakers seek 
political solution, petition Ayu

Despite the running legal battle between 14 elected All 
Progressive Congress (APC) members of the Edo State 
House of Assembly and the PDP - led state government 

over their exclusion from parliamentary inauguration, the affected 
lawmakers have taken their cry to the National Chairman of the 
Peoples Democratic Party, Dr. Iyiorchia Ayu, for a political solution. 

They petitioned Ayu to use his office to prevail on Governor 
Godwin Obaseki and his deputy Philip Shaibu who are members 
of his party to allow a political solution to the debacle in the Edo 
State House of Assembly.

In a petition titled “Re unlawful exclusion of 14 elected APC 
members of Edo State House of Assembly from parliamentary 
duty” dated 4th of February, 2022 and signed by Rt. Hon. Victor 
Sabor Edoror, the 14 APC members asked Ayu advise Obaseki, 
Shaibu and their agents to immediately cause the integration of 
all members of the Edo State House of Assembly so as to protect 
the Nigerian democracy which they believe PDP also stands for.

Want PDP chairman to prevail on Obaseki, deputy 
BY JOSHUA OMOLOYE, ABUJA

“Chairman sir, it will be our honour to meet with you. If you so 
desire, to explain our plight in better detail. While looking forward 
to hearing from Your Excellency, kindly accept assurances of our 
highest consideration. 

“ Representations were severally also made to the National 
Assembly, members recommended that a proper inauguration be 
done, but were ignored by the Governor Obaseki. 

“Our resort to Legal redress has also not yielded fruit, as Edo 
State High Court failed to hear the case till date for the third 
year running due to the influence of the government of Governor 
Godwin Obasek and Deputy Governor Philip Shaibu through the 
then Solicitor General now Attorney General, Mr. Wole lyamu  
Infact, the eighth judge is presently handling the matter without 
hearing yet. 

“The Attorney General of the Federation and minister of justice 
was invited to use a legal opinion on the matter after which he wrote 
to the Inspector General of Police and relevant authority of the state, 
interpreting provisions of the Constitution and recommending that 
the inauguration of elected members of the house be conducted. 

“The Edo Governor and his Deputy similarly did not comply 
with this advisory of the highest national legal authority, to integrate 
Edo House of Assembly members, as the law requires.”
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Bwacha: Interrogating the gale of defection
Senate Deputy Minority Leader, Emmanuel Bwacha shocked 

many Nigerians with his defection last Thursday from his 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) to the ruling All Progressive 

Congress (APC).
He was led to President Muhammadu Buhari at the Presidential 

Villa by the Chairman, APC Caretaker Committee and Governor 
of Yobe State, Mai  Mala Buni.

It is not unprecedented that principal officers of the opposition 
parties crossed to the other side of the aisle but the effect of such 
defection on the opposition caucus might be too damning at this 
moment in the Nigerian polity.

Just in July 2021 did the former Deputy Minority Whip of 
the Senate, Sahabi Ya’u (Zamfara North) defected alongside his 
state governor, Bello Matawalle to APC. He was replaced by the 
PDP with Senator Ibrahim Abdullahi Danbaba (Sokoto South).

With the gale of defection rocking the main opposition party, 
the Peoples’ Democratic Party, (PDP), the ruling All Progressives 
Congress, (APC) has taken firm control of the two chambers of 
the National Assembly.

Out of the 360 Representatives in the Green Chamber, APC 
has not less than 237 members. While in the Senate 

 APC now has 71 members at the detriment of  PDP whose 
membership has been deleted to 37, The Young Peoples Party 
(YPP) completed the list with just  1 senator.   

The number of APC members in the Parliament now gives the 
party more than the required two-thirds to exert an overwhelming 
influence on every legislative subject. 

Bwacha’s defection had renewed the blame game on the root 
cause of defection as well as justification for cross-carpeting.

During the trying period and dying days of the immediate past 
National Chairman of PDP in office, Prince Uche Secondus was 
accused of divisiveness which forced some notable members of 
PDP out of the party to the APC.

Recall that a member of the House of Representatives, Rimamnde 
Shawulu, once called on the former National Chairman of the 
PDP, Prince Uche Secondus to resign from his position for failing 
to stanch the flow of defections from the party to APC. 

Majority of the decampees have always blamed their action on 
the seeming crisis in the party at the state level. When Senator 
Elisha Abbo of Adamawa North defected,  he said it was as a 
result of the mismanagement of the PDP by Governor Ahmadu 
Umaru Fintiri in Adamawa State which led to the crisis in the 
party that in turn led to the polarization of PDP in Adamawa.

Leaders of the PDP have serially accused the ruling APC of 
poaching its members through subtle blackmail and threat of 
prosecution for real or imaginary misdeeds in public office.

But a member of APC, Niyi Akinsiju frowned at the coinage 
‘poaching’. He said it will be wrong for PDP to allege that its 
members were being poached.

He argued that the defectors are independent-minded politicians 
who know what is best for them at any given time of their political 
career. “So, to say they are being poached is wrong.

 “It is not about poaching. The high-profile politicians defecting 
have seen APC as a beacon of political emancipation, a platform on 
which they can express themselves. It is the democratic credentials of 
APC that attract them. It is not about poaching as been erroneously 
attributed by members of PDP”.

The Chairman of the Buhari Media Organisation (BMO) further 
told The Trumpet that the movements can also be attributed to 
the integrity, maturity and selflessness that President Muhammadu 
Buhari has brought to bear on governance and party politics.

He said the fact that three opposition governors who last year 
defected to APC cited President Buhari’s character and performance 
in office, as part of the reasons for their action, shows that the 
administration has been fair to everyone, regardless of party affiliation.

“This is because we have a President who within his first few 
weeks in office in 2015 ensured that all states that were unable to 
pay workers’ salaries got a bailout. We make bold to say that only 
a fair-minded President would approve a combined intervention 
package of $2.1bn to bail out bankrupt states without regional 
or party consideration.

“It is also on record that the Federal Government, under President 
Buhari’s watch, also distributed a further N1.1trn comprising 
N689.5bn in bailouts and N310bn in loans backed by the Excess 
Crude Accounts which at least 35 states benefited from.

“So, is it surprising that not even one Governor from the 
opposition rank could accuse the President of the type of unfair 
treatment that was the signature of the PDP years when handling 
States governed by opposition parties?

Stressing that moving out of PDP in droves is a reflection of 
its failure as an opposition party, Akinsiju said “rather than the 
opposition party to embark on some introspection on the defection 
of the three governors from the party in less than six months 
and some legislators, PDP prefers to toe the path of its usual 
grandstanding spiced with empty rhetoric.

“This is a party that opened its doors wide to receive the Edo 
State Governor, Godwin Obaseki in the run-up to the governorship 
election in the State last year, yet it threatens that the Zamfara 
Governor and all the lawmakers risk losing their positions for 
defecting to APC.

“We also find it amusing that PDP could claim that the Buhari 

BY JOSHUA OMOLOYE, POLITICS EDITOR, ABUJA administration and the ruling party want to cover up what it tagged 
poor performance by luring its governors, especially as the same 
party had once alleged that the defecting governors were lured 
with the offer of Presidential ticket for the 2023 election.

“We dare say that this clearly shows the level of thinking among 
PDP leadership, and explains why it failed as a ruling party and 
now as an opposition party because we wonder how top politicians 
with years of experience in politics could run into a party that 
is performing poorly, from what we are made to believe is a 
pristine gathering. 

“What PDP does not want to admit is that the performance of 
the Buhari administration is the biggest threat yet to its existence, 
and its leaders are therefore flustered at the mass exodus from 
the sinking ship that the party has become.

“We need to remind the opposition party, its supporters and 
allies, that it was about this same time, in the twilight of the 
Jonathan administration that they lost five governors and several 
other top members to the APC, but this time the same party is 
losing its governors to the ruling party”

National Secretary, Caretaker Extraordinary Convention Planning 
Committee, (CECPC) John James Akpanudoedehe reminded the 
PDP of its pastime of muscling the opposition.

He said: “Nigerians will recall how the PDP government in 
2003 muscled and eventually collapsed the main opposition party, 
Alliance for Democracy (AD) by illegally deploying state machinery 
aided by security services then at their disposal to capture five 
of the six states in the Southwest geo-political zone under the 
control of AD. 

“The PDP mastered and weaponised the undemocratic and 
devious strategy in the well-reported inducement of National 
Assembly members in the then PDP government’s rejected and 
failed bid to amend the constitution for tenure extension, known 
as ‘Third Term Agenda.’ 

“From Ekiti, Anambra, Plateau, Oyo and Bayelsa states, 
democratically- elected governors were unconstitutionally removed 
from office by the then PDP government through manipulation 
of state assemblies and other gestapo tactics. Elected governors 

were jailed and some were forced into exile. 
“Nigerians cannot forget the dangerous ‘do-or-die’ politics the 

PDP government introduced to the country’s political lexicon 
and electioneering.” 

“We wish to make it clear that those who defected to the APC 
from the dying PDP have done so in recognition and appreciation 
of the indisputable achievements of the President Muhammadu 
Buhari-led administration. 

“They are coming in droves to be part of the APC’s continuing 
drive to improve the wellbeing of all Nigerians in all parts of 
the country. 

“PDP in its bid to legitimize the flawed 2009 presidential election 
again muscled and induced the then main opposition, All Nigeria 
Peoples Party (ANPP) into forming a ‘Government of National 
Unity’, leading to the ANPP’s fictionalisation and eventual crash. 

“In the same period, the PDP literally swallowed the Progressive 
People’s Alliance (PPA) with the party leadership joining the PDP, 
furthering its one-party state ambitions.”

However, PDP spokesperson, Ologunagba said defection in party 
politics is not a one-sided affair while hinting at the impending 
movement of top notchers from APC back to PDP.

He said a serious implosion is imminent in APC and many 
aggrieved members will retrace their steps back to PDP, stressing 
that “it is just a matter of time”.

“As politicians, we are watching moves in the ruling party and 
I can tell you that in a couple of weeks from now, there will be 
massive movement of politicians from APC to PDP.

“PDP is expecting many parliamentarians from APC before 
the election due to the inability of APC to manage its crisis. We 
are going to reap from the fallout of the APC’s 

crisis 
“It is crystal clear. The mood of the nation, signals we are 

getting, discussions we are having, confirmed that many politicians 
are moving to PDP”, he assured. 

Whichever way the tide of defection blows will surely have 
an effect on the outcome of the 2023 election at the federal and 
state levels.

APC Caretaker Committee Chairman, Mai Mala Buni, 

‘Am not calling for scraping of NSCDC’, lawmaker clarifies

Member, House of Representatives, Shina Peller (APC 
Oyo) said he has not for the scraping of paramilitary 
outfit, the Nigeria Security and Defence Corps (NSCDC).

Peller clarified that the House Bill he sponsored is not seeking 
cancellation of the outfit but rather proposed absorption of NSCDC) 
by the Nigerian Police.

He said his intention with the Bill has been misconstrued by 
some Nigerian which necessitated the clarification.

In a statement made available to newsmen in Abuja on Sunday, 
the lawmaker said the bill seeks to absorb the NSCDC into the 
Nigerian Police Force and set a transitional framework to achieve 
an important objective.

“On Tuesday, the 1st of February 2022, the Nigeria Security and 

BY JOSHUA OMOLOYE, ABUJA Civil Defence Corps (Repeal and Enactment) Bill that I sponsored 
was read for the first time in the House of Representatives. 

“I shall weigh in and make certain clarifications about the 
proposed bill. 

“Expectedly, while some understand and align themselves with 
the points raised in the bill, some unknowingly, missed the points, 
or deliberately misconstrued the content for reasons best known 
to them.

“Contrary to what is being falsely spread by some people, the 
bill is not about scrapping NSCDC but merging the agency with 
the Nigeria Police Force to achieve better results in policing.

“The bill does not in any way seek to render people jobless 
rather, proposes the transfer of assets and personnel of the NSCDC 
to the Nigeria Police. 

“In other words, assets and personnel will be absorbed by the 
Police; so there won’t be loss of jobs,” he said 

PDP National Chairman, Dr. Iyorcha Ayu



How hackers steal information through phone 
charging, Facebook, NCC warns Nigerians

Third-party account 
recovery services boom 
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Nigerian Communica-
tions Commission’s 
Cyber Security Incident 

Response Team (NCC-CSIRT) 
has independently identified 
two cyber vulnerabilities and 
advised telecom consumers 
on the measures to be taken 
against cyber-attacks.

The CSIRT, in its first-ever 
security advisories less than 
three months after its creation, 
has solely identified the two 
cyber-attacks targeting the 
consumers and proffer solu-
tions that can help telecom 
consumers from falling victims 
to the two cyber vulnerabilities.

The first is described as 
Juice Jacking, which can gain 
access into consumers’ devices 
when charging mobile phones 
at public charging stations and 
it applies to all mobile phones. 
The other is a Facebook for 
Android Friend Acceptance 
Vulnerability, which targets 
only Android Operating System.

According to CSIRT security 
Advisory 0001 released on 
January 26, 2022, with Juice 
Jacking, attackers have found a 
new way to gain unauthorized 
entry into unsuspecting mobile 
phone users’ devices when they 
charge their mobile phones at 
public charging stations.

Many public spaces, 
restaurants, malls and even 
in the public trains do offer 
complementary services to their 
customers in a bid to enhance 
customer services, one of which 
is providing charging ports or 
sockets.

However, an attacker can 
leverage this courtesy to load a 
payload in the charging station 
or on the cables they would 
leave plugged in at the stations.

Once unsuspecting persons 
plug their phones at the charg-
ing station or the cable left 
by the attacker, the payload 
is automatically downloaded 
on the victims’ phone. This 
payload then gives the attacker 
remote access to the mobile 
phone, allowing them to moni-
tor data transmitted as text, or 
audio using the microphone.

The attacker can even watch 
the victim in real time if the 

BY Sharon onYeka ISaalah victims’ camera is not covered. 
The attacker is also given full 
access to the gallery and also 
to the phone’s Global Position-
ing System (GPS) location.

When an attacker gains ac-
cess to a user’s Mobile phone, 
he gets remote access to the 
User’s phone which leads 
to breach in Confidentiality, 
Violation of Data Integrity 
and bypass of Authentication 
Mechanisms. Symptoms of 
attack may include sudden 
spike in battery consumption, 
device operating slower than 
usual, apps taking a long time 
to load, and when they load 
they crash frequently and cause 
abnormal data usage.

The NCC-CSIRT, however, 
proffered solutions to this at-
tack to include using ‘charging 
only USB cable’, to avoid 
Universal Serial Bus (USB) 
data connection; using one’s 
AC charging adaptor in public 
space; and not granting trust 
to portable devices prompt for 
USB data connection.

Other preventive measures 
against Juice Jacking include 
installing Antivirus and updat-
ing them to the latest defini-
tions always; keeping mobile 
devices up to date with the 
latest patches; using one’s own 
power bank; keeping mobile 
phone off when charging in 
public places; as well as 
ensuring use of one’s own 
charger, if one must charge 
in public.

On the other hand, the 
NCC-CSIRT Advisory 0001 
of January 27, 2022, warns 
that Facebook for Android is 
vulnerable to a permission 
issue which gives privilege 
to anyone with physical ac-
cess to the android device to 
accept friend requests without 
unlocking the phone. The 
products affected include 
Versions 329.0.0.29.120 of 
Android OS.

With this, the attacker will 
be able to add the victim as 
a friend and collect personal 
information of the victim, such 
as Email, Date of Birth, Check-
ins, Mobile phone number, 
Address, Pictures and other 
information that the victim may 
have shared, which would only 
be visible to his/her friends.

However, to be protected 
from the Facebook-associated 
vulnerability, NCC-CSIRT in 
the security advisory recom-
mends to users to disable the 
feature from their device’s lock 
screen notification settings.

The NCC-CSIRT was inau-
gurated in October, 2021 to 
provide guidance and direction 
for the constituents in dealing 
with issues relating to the 
security of critical infrastruc-

ture in their possession, and 
periodically assess, review and 
collate the threat landscape, 
risks, and opportunities affect-
ing the communications sector, 
in order to provide advice to 
relevant stakeholders in those 
regards.

As the telecoms-industry 
specific intervention, the objec-
tive of which aligns with the 
objective of the National Cy-
bersecurity Policy and Strategy 

(NCPS) document published 
by the Office of the National 
Security Adviser (ONSA), 
the NCC-CSIRT ensures 
continuous improvement of 
processes and communication 
frameworks to guarantee secure 
and collaborative exchange 
of timely information while 
responding to cyber threats 
within the sector.

In recent times, NCC-
CSIRT has raised a series of 

cyber-vulnerability awareness 
based on security advisories 
it receives from the Nigerian 
Cybersecurity Emergency 
Response Team (ngCERT), 
which is the national body 
for the implementation of the 
NCPS objective. However, 
Juice Jacking and Facebook 
for Android Friend Acceptance 
Vulnerabilities are the two 
first-ever cyber vulnerabilities 
published by the NCC-CSIRT.

People often get locked 
out of their online 
accounts. Sometimes 

they may have lost access to 
the email address registered 
to the account. Or perhaps 
the site or social network’s 
process for getting back in is 
so convoluted or ineffective, 
like Instagram’s, that people 
pay thousands of dollars for 
help from semi-professionals.

This market of third-party 
account recovery services is a 
seemingly ballooning industry, 
with some legitimate players 
and likely some scams too. 
And now they’re fighting over 
potential clients who tweet 
about their hacked or otherwise 
inaccessible accounts, using 
bots to automatically reply 
to people on Twitter point-
ing people to their recovery 
services.

A Twitter account with no 
followers to tweet “help my 
account got hacked.”  Straight 
away multiple, apparently 
automated, accounts replied.

“Dm for immediate recov-
ery,” one wrote in reply to 
the tweet.

“Reach out on Instagram 
he is honest and reliable and 
also fast in recovery of hacked, 
suspended,deleted,banned ,and 
disabled account.I think he is 
the best,” another wrote in their 
reply.

After a short pause, more 
accounts replied with similar 
tips on who to contact for help.

Then a message was sent to 
some of the alleged account 
recovery services that replied 
and others elsewhere on Twitter, 
to see what sort of informa-
tion they requested and what 
accounts they said they could 

get back into. One said they 
offered services for “all social 
media accounts,” as well as 
bank and game accounts.

Some of them had immediate 
red flags, spouting gibberish 
that they needed $65 to buy a 
“firewall booster online.” When 
asked what that is, exactly, 
the account said “It’s a 3D 
injection tool online which we 
use to reset account network 
is fast would be done within 
45min.” This, on the face of 
it, was a scam. They asked for 
payment in Bitcoin, Ethereum, 
or via Zelle, PayPal, or Cash 
App.

Another said they required 
the hacked account’s login 
details and a screenshot of 
it. As Motherboard has re-
ported, some effective account 
recovery services do ask for 
their clients usernames and 

passwords. But, there is a 
risk of exposing your account 
further if the person does man-
age to get in, or perhaps not 
provide the account back to 
you as agreed.

There are also apparent 
Twitter bots replying to people 
who tweet that they need to 
gain access to their Coinbase or 
other cryptocurrency account. 
Of course, if a service did man-
age to get back into such an 
account, they may be tempted 
to keep any cryptocurrency for 
themselves, if possible.

Various site’s account 
recovery practices can be 
pretty lackluster and hard 
to navigate, but contacting 
companies directly is still the 
safest way to start. If you’re 
going to reach out to random 
services online, just be aware 
it might be a scam.Danbatta
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MAN lists manufacturing challenges, proffers solutions to federal govt

NEPC to support FAKU Agro Shea export drive 

‘How Customs will outsmart 
smugglers on contrabands’

Manufacturers Association 
of Nigerian (MAN) has 
outlined the main challenges 
its members contended with 
in the fourth quarter of 2021.

  This was contained in its 
Manufacturer Chief Executive 
Officers’ Confidence Index 
(MCCI) for the fourth quarter 
of 2021 and made available to 
The Trumpet in Lagos.

  The report outlined high 
cost of local and imported raw 
materials, insecurity within the 
industrial area as some of the 
challenges they contended with 
during the period under review.

The MCCI statement also 
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complained about shortage of 
skilled manpower, high cost 
of transportation as well as 
the issue of inconsistency in 
government policies as well 
as the challenge in accessing 
Foreign Exchange.

It stressed that for the real 
sector to witness appreciable 
growth in 2022, government 
needs to put mechanism that 
would address the challenges 
local manufacturers have faced 
in the last six months.

  The report charged govern-
ment to incentivise investment 
in the development of raw 
materials locally through the 
backward integration and 
resource based industrialization 

and resource.
  “Government should call 

for more investors to key into 
these initiatives with appropri-
ate and definite incentives. For 
instance, there is need for 
urgent investment and produc-
tion of active pharmaceuticals 
ingredients in the country: 
investment and production 
of machines; iron and steel 
petrochemical materials to sup-
port manufacturing activities.

  “Give specific attention 
to the security of life and 
investment in industrial areas, 
properly delineate and upscale 
security infrastructure in the 
various industrial areas in the 
country, particularly in the 

northern part of the country 
for priority attention.

“Government should quickly 
invest in modern security such 
as drones, camera for robust 
monitoring of the areas,” the 
statement suggested.

The report canvassed for 
effective allocation g available 
forex to productive sector, 
particularly the manufacturing 
sector for importation of raw 
materials and vital machine 
and equipment that are not 
available locally.

  The body called on the 
government to direct the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
to consult with the Ministry of 
Industry, Trade and Investment 

 Dr. Ezra Yukusak

Akinwumi Adesina

and effectively engage MAN on 
measures for improving foreign 
exchange (Forex) supply to 
manufacturing concerns.

  The MCCI report said, 
“Unify academic curriculum 
with industrial skill needs 
and requirement of skilled 
manpower for the industries.

  “Government should as a 
matter of urgency synchronise 

the curriculum of tertiary 
institutions, particularly the 
polytechnics with skills re-
quirements of the industries. 
The various government’s vo-
cational training centers should 
also be re-engineered to offer 
those skills that are needed 
by the country’s industries,” 
the MAN’s MCCI statement 
postulated.

Nigeria Export Promo-
tion Council (NEPC) 
has hinted that it will 

give necessary government 
support to FAKU Agro Allied 

NACCIMA tasks FG on inflation, unemployment, debt profile

African nations need $485b to mitigate economic crisis
The Nigeria Association of 

Chambers of Commerce, 
Industry, Mines and 

Agriculture (NACCIMA) has 
appealed to the government at 
the national and sub-national 
levels to tackle the issues that  
led to high inflation in recent 
months.

 Director General of NAC-
CIMA, Ambassador Ayoola 
Olukanni, in a statement,  
explained that inflation 
measured on a-year-on-year 
basis has increased persistently 
standing at 15.63 per cent.

He noted that unemployment 
rate at the second quarter 
of 2021 stood at 33.3 per 
cent signifying that about 
22 million Nigerians were 
unemployed in a labour force 
estimated to be at about 80 
million people. 

 “Our unemployment crisis, 
with its security implications, 
deserve urgent attention and 
definitive resolution. Our associa-
tion has been working with the 
government and other private 
sector operators and stakeholders 
to provide jobs in order to reduce 
unemployment.

  “We, therefore, appeal to 
the government to liberalise the 
business environment to enable 

our members to do more,” the 
statement reads.

  On the country’s huge local 
and foreign debts, NACCIMA 
expressed concern that the coun-

try’s indebtedness as of September 
2021 stood at $38 billion, while 
domestic debts stood at about 
N16 trillion.

  “It is now generally accepted 

that the current levels of debt 
service payments are consider-
ably high and unsustainable 
given dwindling government’s 
revenues,” the statement added.

Col. Hameed Ali (rtd)
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Limited, West Africa’s largest 
producer Shea to realise its 
full export potential.

  Executive Director of the 
Council, Dr. Ezra Yukusak, 
made the promise at the 
weekend during a working 
visit to FAKU Agro factory 

in Dikko, Niger State.
  While commending the 

management of FAKU Agro 
for efforts at sustaining the 
Shea production business 
against all socio - economic 
and environmental odds, 
said such efforts need to 
be completed by Federal 
Government, particularly, 
NEPC, which is export 
regulating agency. 

  Yukusak, who was 
highly impressed at the 
level of completion assured 
of continuous support to 
FAKU Agro, National Shea 
Products Association of 
Nigeria (NASPAN) and the 
Shea sector in Nigeria

  The Ultra-Modern 200 
metric tons per day Shea nut 
processing factory is almost 
at completion stage and due 
for test running in the few 
weeks.

  FAKU’s factory can 
process 200 tons per day 
of Shea nuts to crude Shea 
butter, refined shea butter, 
Shea Cake as well as 250 
tons per day of Soya beans 
to refined Soya Oil, soya 
meal and soya cake.

  President of NASPAN 
Mohammed Ahmed Kotan-
gota, who was accompanied 
by Richard Akanmode, second 
Vice President and Ibrahim 
Maliki Secretary General 
expressed appreciation to 
NEPC and particularly the 
Executive Director for his 
interest to pursue the develop-
ment of the shea sector and 
support to NASPAN.

  He urged NEPC for as-
sistance in creating market 
linkages to FAKU and other 
emerging Shea producing 
factories in the country, as 
this will boost products

Comptroller-General of the 
Nigeria Customs Service 
(NCS), Col. Hameed Ali 

(rtd), has stressed the need for 
the use of advanced technolo-
gies to outsmart smugglers’ 
techniques in concealing 
contraband products in the 
nation’s borders.

   NCS Spokesman, Comp-
troller Joseph Attah, disclosed 
this when he hoisted a team 
of the National Association 
of Online Security Reporters 
(NAOSRE), led by its Presi-
dent, Comrade Femi Oyewale 
in Abuja at the weekend.

  Speaking with NAOSRE 
team, Attah stressed that 
smuggling remains a national 
menace, which the Customs 
Service, under Ali’s leadership 
was determined to erase from 
the country’s list of crimes.

  Attah described smuggling 
as the mother of all crimes, 
adding: “Smugglers are the 
agents responsible for the 
proliferation of illegal arms 
in the country, which fuels 
banditry, kidnapping and other 
forms of insecurity.

  “Also, smugglers are re-
sponsible for the preponderance 
of fake consumables including 
fake drugs in the country 
which partly renders health 
care services ineffective.

 “Therefore, you can under-
stand the reason we classify 
smuggling as the mother of 
all crimes. In carrying out 
their nefarious activities, they 
have gone sophisticated in 
concealing contraband goods 
in great measures and in 
several ways.

“To outsmart these anti 
peoples’ agents and nip their 
operations in the bud, the 
Comptroller General, last 
year, acquired three scanners, 
which have been deployed for 
use in strategic ports across 
Nigeria.

  “We are going to have 
more scanners. There is syn-

ergy with other sister security 
agencies for effective border 
patrol. Customs processes 
are now automated because 
automation is the way to go 
in meeting revenue target and 
debasing smugglers.

  In addition, Attah said the 
Comptroller General was also 
concerned about the safety of 
its personnel in the course of 
duty and has procured several 
rugged, all-terrain operational 
vehicles fitted with gun turrets 
as well as machine guns to 
protect officers against smug-
glers onslaught.

  He, therefore, urged citi-
zens to support the service by 
volunteering timely information 
that would aid the arrest of 
criminals, who import fake 
products and illegal arms into 
the country.

  Attah noted that the 
Customs initiatives, over the 
years, would not have been 
successful but for media 
supports. He particularly ap-
plauded NAOSRE, saying: 
“I have been following your 
activities and your passion for 
a secured Nigeria.

  “You are a good example of 
how to support security agen-
cies to achieve safer Nigeria. 
We are happy with NAOSRE, 
because you share our vision 
for a secured Nigeria. We hope 
you will continue to sensitize 
Nigerians about the danger of 
smuggling,” he said.

Earlier, in his remarks, 
NAOSRE President, Oyewale 
explained the rationale 
behind the visit, saying it 
was to thank the Comptroller 
General and his officers for 
the supports extended to the 
association in the past years.

  He promised that 
NAOSRE, under his leader-
ship, would continue to render 
impactful media coverage to 
security agencies and exter-
nalise its efforts to achieve 
a safer country.

President of the Af-
rican Development 
Bank (AfDB), Dr. 

Akinwunmi Adeshina, has 
declared that to overcome 
its economic crisis, countries 
on the continent will require 
about $485 billion in the next 
three years.

Adesina disclosed this in an 
event monitored through zoom 
recently, stressing that the AfDB 
is a prescribed holder of special 
drawing rights to poor countries, 
noted that the bank would assist 
to strengthen the balance sheet 
of African public development 
banks to help in mitigating the 
risks associated with medium 
to long term finance and also 
help to close financing gaps.

  The AfDB helmsman equally 
pointed out that the outbreak 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 

will do everything possible 
to assist the continent’s 
economy.

impacted negatively on the 
economies of African coun-
tries, adding that his bank 



Overcoming Nigeria’s manufacturing challenges
The manufacturing 

sector is the second 
most important sector 

next only to the agricultural 
sector, due to the important 
role the sector plays in the 
economic development of 
any nation.

  It is a known fact that 
any country that rely on other 
countries for it’s needed 
products can’t develop and 
will be papertually be tied 
to the countries that produce 
things for it.

In the period under review 
Nigeria factories didn’t just 
manufactured for the West 
African countries, it also 
produces for East and Central 
African countries.

Many young school leavers 
and graduates of the country’s 
tertiary institutions seek 
employment from those 
local and blue Chip firms 
that dotted the country’s 
numerous industrial estates.

  In Lagos alone, the state 
had many industrial estates 
such as Ogba, Ikeja, Oregun, 
Ojota, Olushosun, Kirikiri, 
Isolo, Kirikiri, Ikorodu, 
Agbara, Eric Moore and 
Surulere industrial estates, 
to name a few 

  Over the years most of 
the firm’s that made these 
area so popular have either 
relocated to the neighboring 
countries or have simply 
massively downsized or 
outrightly closed their shops 
over the many changes the 
sector have cry about over 
the years.

  Successive administrations 
since mid 1980s have assured 
the sector of government’s 
support with little or nothing 
much to show for it.

  The country’s manufac-
turers umbrella body the 
Manufacturers Association 
of Nigeria (MAN) has over 
the years use its advocacy 
function to draw government 
attention to their members.

  President of MAN, 
Mansur Ahmed, has in the 
past two years since he 
assumed the leadership of 
the body, highlighted the 
critical issues his members 
have had to grapple with to 
include: high cost of local 
and imported raw materials 
for their production as a 
major headache they have 
had to grapple with in the 
recent years.

  The problem of high 
insecurity is another challenge 
the local manufacturers have 
grapple with, mostly in the 
northern part of the country.

  The coming of Boko 
Haram and the various 
terrorists and bandits groups 
have dealt a fatal blow on 
the manufacturing firms in 
that part of the country.

Many workers have been 
either killed or the factories 
they were working been 
seriously damaged by the 
insulgents.

Addressing the Commerce 
and Industry Correspondents 
Association of Nigeria 
(CICAN) members recently, 
immediate past Director 
General of Lagos Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(LCCI), who is now the 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Center for Private Enterprise, 
Dr. Muda Yusuf, disclosed 
that the insecurity in the 
northern part of the country 
has affected investment 
especially manufacturing 
firms there.

  He lamented that ter-
rorists have attacked most 
businessmen owners and 
workers and causing havoc 
in the country, insisting that 
no wise businessman will 
invest in an environment 
that is not secure.

  “The activities of Boko 
Haram and other terrorists 
groups have dealth a big 
blow on manufacturing sector 
in particular and businesses 
in general.

  “No foreign investor 
will take his or her funds 
to invest in an insecure 
place. I will appeal to the 
government to bring situation 
under control if the country 
hopes to develop,” he said.

  Another headache the 
country’s manufacturing 
firms are grappling with is 
the issue inadequate skilled 
manpower to man the various 
strategic section.

Despite the many govern-
ment’ s tertiary institutions 
and private institutions 
churning out millions of 
graduates on a yearly bases, 
there is still shortage of well 
trained manpower to man 
the country’s real sector 

The rich firms in the sec-
tor has to rely on expertrate 
from abroad or Nigerians 
who are trained in abroad. 
These Nigerians are paid 
more than four times to 
their locally trained counter-
parts, despite them having 
similar qualifications.

  While expatriates could 
be paid 10 times higher than 
their Nigerian counterparts, 
analysts have blamed the 
country’s educational insti-
tutions for the challenge.

  They say the country 
needs to update it educa-
tion curriculum to meet the 
needs of the industry and 
the latest technology.

  This school of thought 
blamed the country undue 
preference for theory rather 
than practical as been 
responsible for the fact 

that though the country 
has millions of unemployed 
youths, the industries find it 
very difficult to attract the 
needed manpower locally.

  Another issues the local 
manufacturers have com-
plained about is the high 
cost of transportation of 
cargoes and goods within 
a country.

 A few months ago, 
MAN revealed that it 
is cheaper to bring a 
consignment from China 
to Lagos, than to take the 
same consignment to Kano 
or Enugu.

“ MAN’s Treasurer, who 
is also the Managing Direc-
tor and Chief Executive 
Officer of Krisoral Group 
of Companies, Igwe Chris 
Chidume, recently disclosed 
that from Sagamu, Benin 
City to Onitsha, the check-
points on the highway are 
over 100.

  He listed the check-
points to belong to the men 
of the Police, Customs, 
Army, Road Safety, Anti-
Petroleum vandal, NCDC 
and host of other security 
agencies, some of which 
have no business on the 

, Igwe Chris Chidume, 
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The real sector is one of the most important sectors of any economy. Any country that depends on other countries 
for it’s needed products can never hope to develop. Nigeria which in the late 60s to the early 1980s was West 
Africa industrial hub and one of the major industrialised country in Africa has had its fortune nosedived, as most 
of the once thriving manufacturing concerns have either relocated out of the country or shutdown their operations, 
while many factories and warehouses have either become worship centres or have been overgrown with weeds 
due to the many challenges the local manufacturing sector have had to contend with in recent times.

JOHNMARK UKOKO highlights some of the issue militating against the growth of the country’s real sector.

I will suggest to the govern-
ment to ask them how much 
these uniforms guys make 
daily, so that the truck and 
transporters to simply pay 

the money before embarking 
on their trips, rather to spend 
hours at the various check-

ups points.

highway.
The manufacturer said 

the driver that convey 
the cargo or the owner is 
made to pay tollgate to 
each security guys.

He said the extortion 
on that road if you added 
them up with the cost of 
transporting the good from 
Lagos port to Onitsha is far 
higher than the amounts the 
importer pays for bringing 
the consignment from China 
or even Europe.

“ I will appeal to the 
people the government 
listen to to please tell the 
government that there are 
too many checkpoints 
between Sagamu to Benin 
City to the East.

“The various security 
apparatus will block the 
road and leave just a small 
space to enable them collect 
tollgate from trucks driver 
and transporters .

“ I will suggest to the 
government to ask them 
how much these uniforms 
guys make daily, so that 
the truck and transporters 
to simply pay the money 
before embarking on their 
trips, rather to spend hours at 
the various checkups points.

“ The number of the 
checkpoints on that highway 
is a source of embarrassment 

to Nigerians.
“ I don’t know why it is so 

difficult to dismantled most 
of the checkpoints that daily 
cause long hold-ups, even 
though the roads are in good 
shape,” he lamented.

Another issue the local 
manufacturers have had to 
grapple with over the years is 
the problem of government’s 
inconsistent policies.

The local manufacturers 
say such action makes it very 
difficult for them to make 
long term planning.

The issue of high rate of 
exchange rate and scarcity 
of forex is another major 
headache the manufacturers 
have contented with in the 
past two years or so.

The issue high interest 
rate been charge by the 
country’s Money Deposit 
Banks  (MDBs) is big issue.

The lack of long-term 
single digits interest rate 
funds from the Bank of 
Industry  (BOI) has forced 
local manufacturers to take 
credit facilities from the com-
mercial banks at almost 23 
to 30 per cent interest rate.

  Various assurances by 
the Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) and the federal 
government to deal with 
the issue has not yielded 
much results.



Want to experience the beauty of nature? Visit Ibeju-Lekki

Located at 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
latitude 4015’north 
latitude 4017’ north 
and longitude 13015’ 

east and 13020’ east. It is 
bounded in the north by Ogun 
state and in the west by Eti-
Osa local government. It is 
bounded in the east by Epe local 
government and its southern 
ends join it to the Atlantic 
Ocean.

Prior to its creation, Ibeju 
–Lekki was treated as a 
backwater suburb to the Epe 
Central and North; with its 
local government created from 
two autonomous communities, 
Ibeju and Lekki. However, the 
existence of Ibeju Lekki local 
government could be traced 
back to 1990 during the local 
government creation exercise 
by then Nigeria head of state, 
General Ibrahim Badamosi 
Babangida. It was one of the 
four created in Lagos state and 
one of the two hundred and 
eighty nine local governments 
created in the country that year. 
It is important to state that it was 
at this time that nine new states 
were created in the country. 
The seat of the Ibeju Lekki local 
government was originally at 
Akodo before the recent Lekki 
local council development 
area was carved out, which 
necessitated the moving of 
the seat of government to the 
present Igando Oloja location.

Regarded as the fastest 
growing local government area 
in Africa and the future of Lagos 
State as the much publicized 
Lekki Free Zone Trade takes 
centre stage in the area further 
ascertaining the notion that 
Lagos is indeed a mega and 
commercial city for all.

Population and tribe
The people are mainly Yoruba 

speaking who have settled in 
the local government in several 
autonomous communities. Some 
of the prominence communities 
include: Ojuoto, Abijo, Orimedu, 
Awoyaya, Eputu, Lakowe, Bogije, 
Sapati, Igando-Oloja, , Arapagi, 
oke-odo Elemoro, Akodo, 
Magbon-Alade, Eleko, Debojo, 
Solu-Alade, Iwerekun, Mopo, 
Lalagasa  amongst others. With 
the over 80 towns and villages, 
Ibeju-Lekki as a whole has been 
to develop over time.

Food
There are many rivers, creeks 

and lagoons and a typical Ibeju-
Lekki man don’t joke with sea 
foods most especially the fishes 
that ranges from Eja Osan, Epiya, 

Lamisoro, Obokun amongst 
others which are usually served 
best with swallows. As a first 
timer who is visiting a friend in 
that axis; you are welcome with 
the special fish soup tagged ‘ 
Imooyo’ which usually comes 
with lots of fishes as appetizer 
before the main dish arrives. One 
unique thing the community can 
boast of is the freshness of every 
sea food

Ambiance
What more do you enjoy most 

than a lovely cool breeze by the 
sea shore and oozing of either 
the Atlantic Ocean or Lagoon. 
The lagoons have permitted the 
development of sand bars and 
lagoon islands such as Arapagi, 
Ita-Oko and refugee islands.   
Herbs are the most common 
plants with generous presences 
of palm and coconut trees.

Centre for tourist
Ibeju- Lekki local government 

usually leaves tourist with 
memories that will linger for 
long as it boast of quality centre 
as resort; connecting from Eleko 
roundabout, tourist can enjoy the 
ambiance of the popular Eleko 
Beach; a sight of the Lekki Free 
Zone, Awolowo Prison and the 
popular La Campagne Tropical 
Resort.

•       La Campagne Tropicana: 
sitting pretty on 68hectares of 
land with beautiful aesthetic, 
the resort is sure of the most 
indigenous as offers more of 
traditional services to tourist that 
includes their unique ways of 
salutation, the beauty wooden 
room design, the talking drum 
wake-up call, beautiful sight of 
over 14 swimming pools, Yoru-
Bar amongst others.

•       Awolowo Prison Museum:  
located in Lekki Town, the 
museum was detention centre for 
Obafemi Awolowo in 1962 when 
he was found guilty of conspiring 
to overthrow the government of 
Nigeria and sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment. The museum 
which use to be the house of a 
Portuguese Slave Merchant, Mr. 
Lecqi and who settled in the town 
in the 18th century. The beautiful 
museum holds pieces of items 
from chief Awolowo prison 
experience. The museum aims 
to take you on a walk through 
his prison journey. The remains 
of structures of the slave trade 
still remain at the compound 
– including the Point of No 
Return and the underground 
prison where slaves were kept 
before they were sold abroad.

The grave of Mr. Lecqi also 
still survives, where he died 
from malaria and was buried 
upright.

By OmOnIyI ALLI, Lagos

Awo

Awo

La Campagne Tropicana
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Antonio Guterres

UN chief vaccinated in New York
United Nations (UN) Secretary-

General, Antonio Guterres, received his first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine on Thursday, 
at Adlai E. Stevenson High School in The 
Bronx, a few miles uptown from the world 
body’s headquarters in New York.

In a Tweet, Mr. Guterres expressed his 
gratitude and good fortune at receiving the 
jab, and urged the international community 
to ensure that vaccines become available to 
everyone, on an equitable basis. 

“With this pandemic, none of us are safe 
until all of us are safe,” he wrote. Guterres, 
71, was eligible to receive the vaccine on the 
basis of his age: New York residents over the 
age of 65 are included in the current phase of 
vaccinations in the city, which also includes 

school workers, first responders, public 
transit workers and grocery workers.

In December, Guterres declared that he 
would happily receive the vaccine in public, 
and said that, for him, vaccination is a moral 
obligation. “Each one of us provides a service 
to the whole community,” he said, “because 
there is no longer a risk of spreading the 
disease”.

All these were contained in a UN 
statement which said journalists and camera 
crews were invited to observe him receive his 
shot, which took place at a time when many 
countries are seeing a significant proportion 
of their citizens expressing “vaccine 
hesitancy”.

UN regional offices have noted a significant 

level of mistrust and, in some countries, 
including Japan and several European 
nations, around half the population are 
reportedly unsure about getting a COVID-19 
vaccine at this stage.

Commenting on the UN chief’s 
vaccination appointment on behalf of 
the Mayor’s Office, Penny Abeywardena, 
Commissioner for International Affairs, said 
that she was heartened that the Secretary-
General had secured his appointment 
online, and received the vaccine in a New 
York City public school, in the same manner 
as many other city residents.

“This will go a long way in building trust in 
our communities that the vaccine is safe for 
all,” she said.

‘COVID-19 could 
damage quality 
of sperm, reduce 
fertility in men’

16TRANSPORT

The Federal Government says the first 
batch of 100,000 doses of the Pfizer/
BioNTech vaccine against COVID-19 is 
delayed because of “politics and logistics due 
to no fault of Nigeria.”

The Minister of Information and Culture, 
Alhaji Lai Mohammed who disclosed this in 
Abuja on Sunday, said the issue of vaccine 
was a serious one to the government which 
had put every needed infrastructure in place 
for its storage.

Speaking with newsmen the minister said: 
“The fact that these vaccines will now come 
in February is not due to Nigeria’s fault.

“We are very ready to receive the 100,00 
doses and we have the infrastructure, even 
when it is going to be preserved at about -70 
Degree Celsius,’’ he said.

The minister said the ultra-cold freezers 
to store the Pfizer vaccine candidate doses 
upon their arrival in the country had already 
been acquired before the companies said it 

had to wait till February.
Mohammed, a member of the Presidential 

Task Force (PTF) on COVID-19, said the 
Federal Government had also accessed the 
African Union (AU) and other international 
agencies for vaccines.

He assured that in the next two years, they 
would be able to vaccinate about 70 per cent 
of the population.

The minister underscored the need for 
sustained advocacy campaign against the 
position of some people who had bad-
mouthed the vaccines that it had a lot of 
resistance.

“We have to appeal to our traditional, 
religious and political leaders to understand 
that as of today, there is no other silver bullets 
than the vaccines.

“They are the only option that can save 
humanity from the deadly virus and the elites 
must take the lead in this campaign.

“We must disabuse our minds from the 
campaign of naysayers that the vaccines are 
dangerous, it can cause impotency or meant 
to depopulate some parts of the world,’’ he 

said.
Mohammed said that Nigeria would strive 

like other countries of the world to access 
enough vaccines for its people.

He said the WHO had certified the vaccines 
to be safe and efficacious, therefore, the 
concern should be availability, affordability 
and logistics for distribution.

He reiterated that the vaccines were the 
most effective and quickest way for the 
world to resume normal life of restraints and 
restrictions.

The minister said the spike in the cases of 
COVID-19 and fatality was largely because 
Nigerians had refused to abide by the basic 
non-pharmaceutical intervention principles.

He said Nigerians were not heeding the 
basic principles, including wearing facial 
masks, not gathering in places, keeping social 
distance, washing of hands regularly and 
using hand sanitisers.

Mohammed said that while President 
Muhammadu Buhari had signed the 
COVID-19 Regulations, Nigerians must take 
personal responsibility for their safety.

COVID-19 may damage sperm quality and 
reduce fertility in men, according to a new study 
based on experimental evidence. 

The viral disease – which has swept the globe, 
claiming nearly 2.2 million lives – can cause 
increased sperm cell death, inflammation and 
so-called oxidative stress, researchers reported 
Friday in the journal Reproduction. 

“These findings provide the first direct 
experimental evidence that the male 
reproductive system could be targeted and 
damaged by COVID-19 ,” the authors concluded.

Experts commenting on the research, 
however, said the capacity of the virus to 
compromise fertility in men remains unproven.

COVID-19 causes respiratory illness, 
especially in older people and those with 
underlying medical problems. The world has 
seen more than 100 million confirmed cases 
since the disease emerged in central China at 
the end of 2019. Transmitted through respiratory 
droplets, the disease attacks the lungs, kidneys, 
intestines and heart.

It can also infect male reproductive organs, 
impairing sperm cell development and 
disrupting reproductive hormones, earlier 
studies have shown. The same receptors the 
virus uses to access lung tissue are also found in 
the testicles.

But the effects of the virus on the ability of 
men to reproduce remained unclear.

Behzad Hajizadeh Maleki and Bakhtyar 
Tartibian from Justus-Liebig-University in 
Germany searched for biological markers that 
might indicate a negative impact on fertility.

Analysis done at 10-day intervals for 60 days 
in 84 men with COVID-19 was compared to data 
for 105 healthy men.

In the COVID-19 patients, sperm cells showed 
a significant increase in markers of inflammation 
and oxidative stress, a chemical imbalance that 
can damage DNA and proteins in the body.

“These effects on sperm cells are associated 
with lower sperm quality and reduced fertility 
potential,” said Maleki in a statement. “Although 
these effects tended to improve over time, they 
remained significantly and abnormally higher 
in the COVID-19 patients. The more severe the 
disease, the bigger the changes,” he added.

The male reproductive system “should be 
considered a vulnerable route of COVID-19 
infection and declared a high-risk organ by the 
World Health Organisation,” Maleki said.

Experts not involved in the study welcomed 
the research, but cautioned that more was needed 
before drawing hard and fast conclusions.

“Men should not be unduly alarmed,” noted 
Alison Campbell, director of embryology of the 
CARE Fertility Group in Britain.

“There is currently no definitive evidence of 
long-lasting damage caused by COVID-19 , to 
sperm or male reproductive potential,” she told 
the London-based Science Media Centre.

The results could have been skewed, she 
added, by the fact that men recovering from 
Covid were treated with corticosteroids and 
antiviral therapies, while the control group was 
not.

Allan Pacey, a specialist in male reproductive 
medicine at the University of Sheffield, raised 
a “stong note of caution” on how the data was 
interpreted.

Some of the indicators of decreased sperm 
quality could be due to factors besides COVID-19 
, he said, noting that more men in the COVID-19 
group were overweight.

The simple fact that only one group was very 
sick -- no matter the cause -- also needed to be 
taken into account, he added.
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UEFA Condemns FIFA biennial 
World Cup proposition

Eubank Jr 
defeats Liam 
Williams, set for 
middleweight 
duel with 
Golovkin

Stories by ovIrI KElvIn

The President of the Union of 
European Football Association 
(UEFA), Aaleksander Ceferin, 
has condemned the proposition 
by the International Federation 
of Association Football (FIFA) to 
organise the World Cup tournament 
biennially.

UEFA President, in his outright 
condemnation of the new 
proposition by the world football 
governing body, noted that the 
move will distort the history of 
the World Cup and also devalue 
the highly coveted global football 
competition.

According to Ceferin, many 
football stakeholders are against 
this move by the FIFA President 
and particularly UEFA, whose 
competition falls in between the 
four-year World Cup cycle.

In a chat with Journal du 
Dimanche, where he outlined the 
impact it will have on both the men 
and women football competitions, 
the UEFA President stated that 
the idea being pushed forward 
by Gianni Infantino, the FIFA 
President, is unreasonable and 

would cannibalise women’s football.
He said if the proposition by 

FIFA scales through, the footballers 
who are already struggling to cope 
with the presently choked football 
calendar, would have to play their 
clubs’ tournament every year, 
continental football, then World 
Cup and repeat the cycle over again 
without a break.

The UEFA President said: “I 
am sure that the two-year World 
Cup will not happen because it is a 
completely nonsensical idea.

“It seems incredible to me that a 
football organisation could propose 
an idea whereby footballers, who 
are already struggling with a heavy 
calendar, would have to play a 
month-long tournament every 
summer, World Cup, continental 
tournament, World Cup, continental 
tournament, and so on. Among 
other things, this would cannibalise 
women’s football,” he added.

Meanwhile, Ceferin in his 
discussion on the Super League 
Project that was championed by 
some big European clubs, disclosed 
that the idea about the project was 
an aftermath of the 2019 discussion 
on the new format of the Champions 
League.

He added that these clubs in a 

harmonious atmosphere hatched 
the idea to break away from 
UEFA to develop a Super League 
consisting of twelve big clubs for 
a start with other clubs due to 
follow accordingly but the project 
crumbled within forty-eight hours.

Ceferin said, “I believe that the 
impetus came in 2019 from the 
discussions on the new format of 
the Champions League. There some 
clubs started to work seriously on 
the Super League, they discussed 
it three years before the tear and 
prepared it while shaking hands.”

“I remember two particularly 
stressful days, on the phone from 
seven in the morning to midnight. 
They were counting on twelve clubs 
to break away and that the others 
would then follow, but it all lasted 
forty-eight hours,” he added.

The UEFA President assured 
that he is open to discussions with 
the clubs such as Real Madrid, 
Barcelona, and Juventus, which 
have refused back out of the Super 
League project.

Respectfully, he said the clubs 
have great histories and if anytime 
he is called upon for discussion on 
the good of football, he is available 
to talk with them.

He said that UEFA has been 

involved in several court cases 
and even though the European 
Court of Justice is yet to give its 
judgment, the European football 
governing body is supported by the 
European governments, European 
Commission, the European 
Parliament, and the British 
government.

According to Ceferin, the Super 
League in the next decade cannot be 
realised because a vast majority of 
persons are against it except those 
who have pecuniary interests.

“I haven’t heard from them, but 
I have no problems with the three 
clubs, which have a great tradition 
and which I respect. If they ask for a 
meeting, I would sit down and talk 
to them, for the good of football.

“But I keep receiving nonsense 
court cases. The European Court 
of Justice hasn’t ruled yet, all the 
EU governments support us and so 
do the European Commission, the 
European Parliament, the British 
government.

“I can’t say what will happen in 
twenty, thirty, or forty years, but 
for sure in the next ten years there 
can’t be any Super League, because 
nobody wants it except for those 
who think football is only about 
money,” he concluded.

Chris Eubank Jr in a unanimous 
decision defeated Liam Williams 
after knocking down the Welshman 
in the first, second, fourth and 
eleventh round.

In a statement win to settle the 
rivalry that lingers between the two, 
Eubank, amid the Cardiff crowd, 
put up an outstanding performance 
to outclass Williams.

This contest is the best 
performance by the Englishman 
in his boxing career and this 
could set him up with Gennadiy 
Golovkin, the IBF champion for the 
middleweight title.

Practically, the success recorded 
by Eubank in the vicious fight 
against Williams is attributed to his 
legendary boxing coach, Roy Jones 
Jr, who is believed to be the master 
minder.

The rivalry between the two 
British fighters has lingered for 
too long, starting from the social 
media but ending in the hometown 
of Liam William, who had the 
overwhelming support of the 
crowd.

Despite having the support of 
the crowd, Liam William could not 
withstand the hurtful punches and 
jabs of Chris Eubank Jr, causing 
him to lose his balance as he fell on 
the floor in the first, second, fourth, 
and eleventh rounds to silence the 
highly invigorated crowd.

William staged a comeback in 
the seventh round and the silenced 
home crowd once again found their 
voices but that effort could do little 
to turn around the situation of the 
event as Chris Eubank Jr in the 
eleventh round knocked him down 
to the floor.

Open to Talks with Juventus Over Super League

Ceferin

Eubank
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Antonio Guterres

UN chief vaccinated in New York
United Nations (UN) Secretary-

General, Antonio Guterres, received his first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine on Thursday, 
at Adlai E. Stevenson High School in The 
Bronx, a few miles uptown from the world 
body’s headquarters in New York.

In a Tweet, Mr. Guterres expressed his 
gratitude and good fortune at receiving the 
jab, and urged the international community 
to ensure that vaccines become available to 
everyone, on an equitable basis. 

“With this pandemic, none of us are safe 
until all of us are safe,” he wrote. Guterres, 
71, was eligible to receive the vaccine on the 
basis of his age: New York residents over the 
age of 65 are included in the current phase of 
vaccinations in the city, which also includes 

school workers, first responders, public 
transit workers and grocery workers.

In December, Guterres declared that he 
would happily receive the vaccine in public, 
and said that, for him, vaccination is a moral 
obligation. “Each one of us provides a service 
to the whole community,” he said, “because 
there is no longer a risk of spreading the 
disease”.

All these were contained in a UN 
statement which said journalists and camera 
crews were invited to observe him receive his 
shot, which took place at a time when many 
countries are seeing a significant proportion 
of their citizens expressing “vaccine 
hesitancy”.

UN regional offices have noted a significant 

level of mistrust and, in some countries, 
including Japan and several European 
nations, around half the population are 
reportedly unsure about getting a COVID-19 
vaccine at this stage.

Commenting on the UN chief’s 
vaccination appointment on behalf of 
the Mayor’s Office, Penny Abeywardena, 
Commissioner for International Affairs, said 
that she was heartened that the Secretary-
General had secured his appointment 
online, and received the vaccine in a New 
York City public school, in the same manner 
as many other city residents.

“This will go a long way in building trust in 
our communities that the vaccine is safe for 
all,” she said.

‘COVID-19 could 
damage quality 
of sperm, reduce 
fertility in men’

16TRANSPORT

The Federal Government says the first 
batch of 100,000 doses of the Pfizer/
BioNTech vaccine against COVID-19 is 
delayed because of “politics and logistics due 
to no fault of Nigeria.”

The Minister of Information and Culture, 
Alhaji Lai Mohammed who disclosed this in 
Abuja on Sunday, said the issue of vaccine 
was a serious one to the government which 
had put every needed infrastructure in place 
for its storage.

Speaking with newsmen the minister said: 
“The fact that these vaccines will now come 
in February is not due to Nigeria’s fault.

“We are very ready to receive the 100,00 
doses and we have the infrastructure, even 
when it is going to be preserved at about -70 
Degree Celsius,’’ he said.

The minister said the ultra-cold freezers 
to store the Pfizer vaccine candidate doses 
upon their arrival in the country had already 
been acquired before the companies said it 

had to wait till February.
Mohammed, a member of the Presidential 

Task Force (PTF) on COVID-19, said the 
Federal Government had also accessed the 
African Union (AU) and other international 
agencies for vaccines.

He assured that in the next two years, they 
would be able to vaccinate about 70 per cent 
of the population.

The minister underscored the need for 
sustained advocacy campaign against the 
position of some people who had bad-
mouthed the vaccines that it had a lot of 
resistance.

“We have to appeal to our traditional, 
religious and political leaders to understand 
that as of today, there is no other silver bullets 
than the vaccines.

“They are the only option that can save 
humanity from the deadly virus and the elites 
must take the lead in this campaign.

“We must disabuse our minds from the 
campaign of naysayers that the vaccines are 
dangerous, it can cause impotency or meant 
to depopulate some parts of the world,’’ he 

said.
Mohammed said that Nigeria would strive 

like other countries of the world to access 
enough vaccines for its people.

He said the WHO had certified the vaccines 
to be safe and efficacious, therefore, the 
concern should be availability, affordability 
and logistics for distribution.

He reiterated that the vaccines were the 
most effective and quickest way for the 
world to resume normal life of restraints and 
restrictions.

The minister said the spike in the cases of 
COVID-19 and fatality was largely because 
Nigerians had refused to abide by the basic 
non-pharmaceutical intervention principles.

He said Nigerians were not heeding the 
basic principles, including wearing facial 
masks, not gathering in places, keeping social 
distance, washing of hands regularly and 
using hand sanitisers.

Mohammed said that while President 
Muhammadu Buhari had signed the 
COVID-19 Regulations, Nigerians must take 
personal responsibility for their safety.

COVID-19 may damage sperm quality and 
reduce fertility in men, according to a new study 
based on experimental evidence. 

The viral disease – which has swept the globe, 
claiming nearly 2.2 million lives – can cause 
increased sperm cell death, inflammation and 
so-called oxidative stress, researchers reported 
Friday in the journal Reproduction. 

“These findings provide the first direct 
experimental evidence that the male 
reproductive system could be targeted and 
damaged by COVID-19 ,” the authors concluded.

Experts commenting on the research, 
however, said the capacity of the virus to 
compromise fertility in men remains unproven.

COVID-19 causes respiratory illness, 
especially in older people and those with 
underlying medical problems. The world has 
seen more than 100 million confirmed cases 
since the disease emerged in central China at 
the end of 2019. Transmitted through respiratory 
droplets, the disease attacks the lungs, kidneys, 
intestines and heart.

It can also infect male reproductive organs, 
impairing sperm cell development and 
disrupting reproductive hormones, earlier 
studies have shown. The same receptors the 
virus uses to access lung tissue are also found in 
the testicles.

But the effects of the virus on the ability of 
men to reproduce remained unclear.

Behzad Hajizadeh Maleki and Bakhtyar 
Tartibian from Justus-Liebig-University in 
Germany searched for biological markers that 
might indicate a negative impact on fertility.

Analysis done at 10-day intervals for 60 days 
in 84 men with COVID-19 was compared to data 
for 105 healthy men.

In the COVID-19 patients, sperm cells showed 
a significant increase in markers of inflammation 
and oxidative stress, a chemical imbalance that 
can damage DNA and proteins in the body.

“These effects on sperm cells are associated 
with lower sperm quality and reduced fertility 
potential,” said Maleki in a statement. “Although 
these effects tended to improve over time, they 
remained significantly and abnormally higher 
in the COVID-19 patients. The more severe the 
disease, the bigger the changes,” he added.

The male reproductive system “should be 
considered a vulnerable route of COVID-19 
infection and declared a high-risk organ by the 
World Health Organisation,” Maleki said.

Experts not involved in the study welcomed 
the research, but cautioned that more was needed 
before drawing hard and fast conclusions.

“Men should not be unduly alarmed,” noted 
Alison Campbell, director of embryology of the 
CARE Fertility Group in Britain.

“There is currently no definitive evidence of 
long-lasting damage caused by COVID-19 , to 
sperm or male reproductive potential,” she told 
the London-based Science Media Centre.

The results could have been skewed, she 
added, by the fact that men recovering from 
Covid were treated with corticosteroids and 
antiviral therapies, while the control group was 
not.

Allan Pacey, a specialist in male reproductive 
medicine at the University of Sheffield, raised 
a “stong note of caution” on how the data was 
interpreted.

Some of the indicators of decreased sperm 
quality could be due to factors besides COVID-19 
, he said, noting that more men in the COVID-19 
group were overweight.

The simple fact that only one group was very 
sick -- no matter the cause -- also needed to be 
taken into account, he added.
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Rangers trashed Hearts in an 
emphatic victory to close in on 
Scottish Premiership league leader, 
Celtic.

The club, inspired by the 
return of Alfredo Morelos from 
international duty, controlled the 
game for the entire 90 minutes to 

secure a maximum point.
Alfredo Morelos was very 

instrumental in the game having 
scored twice and practically 
contributed to the build-up to the 
other three goals.

The Colombian international, 
returning to the starting line-up, 

scored the first goal before half-time 
in the 11th minute and doubled the 
scoreline 9 minutes into the second 
half with a left-footed shot from the 
edge of the 18 yards box at Ibrox.

The substitute G. Kamara came 
in for Ryan Jack in the 68th minute 
and slotted in the third goal in the 

72nd minute.
Scott Arfield and Fashion 

Sakala also registered their names 
on the scoresheet in the 75th and 
84th minutes respectively to give 
Rangers a 5-nil win at the Ibrox.

This comeback by the Rangers 
after a 3-0 defeat at Celtic Park is 

phenomenal.
In the next match, Rangers will be 

taking on Hibernian on Wednesday 
night while Hearts plays Dundee 
which is presently rocking the 
bottom of the Scottish Premiership 
league table with 18 points from 24 
games.

Rangers trounce Heart, close in on Celtic

De Jong’s future in Barcelona subjected to  speculation
Frenkie De Jong’s future at 
Barcelona has been subjected 
to speculations due to his non-
performance as expected of a player 
purchased with a high price tag.

The player was bought by the 
Blaugrana in 2019 at £65m from 
Ajax. Ajax and Barcelona share the 
same good footballing philosophy 
and history and on this, it was 
widely attested that the player 
would fit into the Blaugrana style 
of play.

Barcelona has expected De Jong 
to justify the monetary value of his 
transfer from Ajax but the Dutch 
have consistently been shabby in his 
deliveries on the pitch.

The Blaugrana, who are already 
out of the Champions League, are 
still wallowing in deep financial, 
sporting, and institutional 
problems.

However, with Xavi taking over 
as the manager of the club, there 
have been improvements in the 
team’s overall performance.

Going by these improvements, 

the club, through the assistance 
of the sporting director, Mateu 
Alemany, was able to provide the 
attacking reinforcements requested 
by Xavi in the January transfer 
window.

All hopes are not lost as Frankie 
De Jong still has the remaining half 
of the season to prove himself or 
else, his fate out of the club in the 
summer transfer window is more or 
less sealed.

De Jong in his recent interview 
with NOS said, “The club’s struggles 
have surprised me sometimes, but I 
still think the same about Barca.

“It is not the best club at this 
moment, but it is still the most 
beautiful club in the world,” he 
added.

Meanwhile, the player’s move 
to Barcelona in 2019 from Ajax 
at $85m was earlier commended 
and appreciated by a vast majority 
of the Barcelona fans with the 
belief that the club’s successes will 
be built around the Netherland 
international. De Jong
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“When you have a dream, you’ve got to grab it and never let go.”

”

— Carol Burnett

Tunisia was thrown 
into further political 
turmoil on Sunday, 
after President Kais 

Saied said he was dissolving 
the country’s main legal body.

It is the latest in a series of 
moves which critics say are 
leading the country towards 
authoritarian rule.

But the head of the Supreme 
Judicial Council called the 
move illegal and said it would 
continue working.

The president accuses the 
judges of bias and corruption.

“Their place is not where they 
sit now, but where the accused 
stand,” Mr Saied said of the 

council members in his speech 
announcing the decision.

But the council said there was 
no legal framework to dissolve 
it.

Its members vowed to 
continue holding their seats 
on the independent body, 
which was set up in 2016 
to guarantee the judiciary’s 
independence.

“Judges will not stay silent,” 
warned the council head, 
Youssef Bouzakher.

President Saied began 
strengthening his grip on 
power in July last year, when 
he ousted the prime minister 
and froze parliament. He later 

moved to rule by decree and 
has promised to rewrite the 
constitution.

Supporters of the president 
have welcomed his moves to 
rid the country of a system 
they see as corrupt.

But his political opponents 
accuse him of moving towards 
authoritarianism and the 
speaker of the suspended 
parliament voiced solidarity 
with the judges.

Tunisia’s 2011 uprising 
against the autocratic leader 
Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali was the 
first in a series of revolutions 
which became known as the 
Arab Spring.

Tunisia judges: Top legal body turns against president

French President Emmanuel 
Macron has said he thinks a 
deal to avoid war in Ukraine 
is possible and that it is 
legitimate for Russia to raise 

its own security concerns.
Before talks in Moscow with Russian 

President Vladimir Putin on Monday, 
he called for a “new balance” to protect 
European states and appease Russia.

He restated that the sovereignty of 
Ukraine was not up for discussion.

Russia has massed troops on 
Ukraine’s border but denies planning 
to invade.

Moscow has made a string of 
demands, including that the Nato 
defence alliance rule out Ukraine 
becoming a member, and that it reduce 
its military presence in eastern Europe.

Western countries have rejected 
this, instead suggesting other areas 
of negotiation, for example talks on 
cutting back nuclear weaponry.

Mr Macron told the Journal du 
Dimanche newspaper that Russia’s 
objective was “not Ukraine, but a 
clarification of the rules... with Nato and 
the EU”.

He said he hoped his dialogue with 
the Russian president would be enough 
to prevent military conflict, and that he 
believed Mr Putin would be open to 
discussing wider issues.

Mr Macron, who also spoke with 
US President Joe Biden on Sunday, 
cautioned against expecting Moscow to 
take unilateral measures to de-escalate 
the situation and said Russia had the 
right to raise its own concerns.

But he said setting up dialogue with 

Russia could not “pass through the 
weakening of any European state”.

“We must protect our European 
brothers by proposing a new balance 
capable of preserving their sovereignty 
and peace,” he said.

“This must be done while respecting 
Russia and understanding the 
contemporary traumas of this great 
people and great nation.”

The trip to Moscow and then to 
Ukraine’s capital Kyiv the following 
day is being co-ordinated with German 
and American allies.

Mr Macron’s appearance in the 
international spotlight also comes 
ahead of France’s presidential election 
in April.

The French president has called for 
a renewed relationship with Russia 
before, and in January he said the 
EU should open its own dialogue 
with Moscow, rather than rely on 
Washington.

Meanwhile, the US government has 
again warned that Russia could invade 
Ukraine at any time.

“We are in the window. Any day 
now, Russia could take military action 
against Ukraine, or it could be a couple 
of weeks from now,” White House 
national security adviser Jake Sullivan 
told Fox News on Sunday.

Two US officials earlier told Reuters 
that Russia had assembled about 70% of 
the necessary military capability needed 
for a full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

However, Ukrainian Foreign 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba appeared to 
play down the threat of an imminent 
invasion, tweeting on Sunday: “Do 
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not believe the apocalyptic predictions. Different 
capitals have different scenarios, but Ukraine is 
ready for any development.”

The tensions between Russia, Ukraine and the 
West come nearly eight years after Russia annexed 
Ukraine’s southern Crimea peninsula and backed 
a bloody rebellion in the eastern Donbas region.

Moscow accuses the Ukrainian government 
of failing to implement the Minsk agreement - 
an international deal to restore peace to the east, 
where Russian-backed rebels control swathes of 
territory and at least 14,000 people have been killed 
since 2014.


