APC ex-scribe Udoedehe secures NNPP’s guber ticket in Akwa Ibom

By ISAAC JOB, Uyo Akwa Ibom State. two votes.
Udoedehe, a founding member of In a statement addressed to the

Former Interim National APC, had failed in his bid to secure the ward chairman of the party in Uyo

Secretary of the All Progressives APC’s gubernatorial ticket which was Local Government Udoedehe said
Congress (APC), Senator John said to have been won by Akan Udofia, his defection was a tough and painful
James Udoedehe, has defected who had earlier bought the Peoples decision.
and grabbed the governorship ticketof Democratic Party (PDP) governorship ~ The Trumpet gathered that
New Nigeria Peoples Party (NNPP) in nomination form and reportedly scored CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Why Tinubu finished strongly
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Why Tinubu performed strongly

By TUNDE JOSHUA, Abuja

agaban Borgu was on
course to victory this
morning after some of
the aspirants stepped
down for Asiwaju Bola
mMubu and asked their
supporters to vote for the All
Progressives Congress (APC)
national leader.

They announced their
withdrawal for Tinubu while
addressing delegates at the
APC  presidential primary
poll for the last time before
the commencement of the
election.

They are former Governor
of Ogun State and serving
senator, Ibikunle Amosun,
ex-governor  of  Akwa
Ibom State, Sen. Godswill
Akpabio, erstwhile Speaker,
House of Representatives,
Dimeji Bankole, as well
as Jigawa State Governor
Abubakar Badaru, his Ekiti
counterpart, Dr. Kayode
Fayemi and Senator. Robert
Ajayi Boroffice .

Announcing his stepping
down for the former Lagos
governor, former Speaker
Dimeji Bankole said
“because I like to grow old,
I hereby withdraw for my
elder, Tinubu.”

Barrister Mrs. Uju
Ohanenye also  stepped
down for Tinubu and urged
her supporters to vote for
him.

Some of the 23 aspirants
refused to step down or
withdraw but went ahead

with the election  They
were  immediate  past
Transportation Minister,

Chibuike Rotimi  Amaechi,
former Minister for Science
and Technology, Dr.
Ogbonnaya, Pastor Tunde
Bakare, ex-governor  of
Zamfara State, Sani Yerima,
and erstwhile Imo State
helmsman, Owelle Rochas
Okorocha.

Amaechi said he was the
most experience among the

aspirants.
Rather than stepping
down, he  challenged

delegates to assess aspirants
saying: “assess us by what
we have done not by how
much we bring here. Ask
those who bring money,
what is the source of your
income.”
Bakare
stepping up.
Ken Nnamani did not step
down as earlier reported.

said he was

Fayemi in stepping down
for Tinubu said: “Our
brothers from the Northern
Governors Forum of the
APC have led by example by
proposing to party members
that the next candidate of our
party and by God’s grace
the next president of our
country must come from the
Southern part of this country
and I have come to a difficult
but necessary decision and
that decision is that we must
look for the most appropriate
person at this time to do the
job.

“I am prepared to sacrifice
my ambition to be president
of Nigeria. I am a young
man and I still have a lot of
time ahead of me and one
person I have worked with
in the trenches of democratic
struggles and in the cause of
governing Nigeria side by
side, shoulder to shoulder,
my mentor, my leader and
supporter of mine and great
fighter for the unity of Nigeria
that I will recommend to
all my supporters and my
delegates starting with the
48 delegates from Ekiti state
alone and others from across
the country is that you please
accord me the respect to offer
the support you are giving
me to my elder brother,
Asiwaju Bola  Ahmed
Tinubu. I am not doing him
a favour but doing a duty of
care for Nigeria.”

Tinubu'’s Speech !!!!

OUR ENCOUNTER
WITH DESTINY:

Here comes a time in a
nation with the hopes of the
moment. Let not the destiny
of this land be stolen because
we did not do what was
meant for us to do at this
critical moment. Remember,
we formed this party not
simply to wrest power from
a wrong and failing PDP.

“We formed this party
to give the people of this
land the progressive good
governance they deserve so
that they may live as well and
as peacefully as any people
on the face of this earth. This
corrective  journey began
with the election of President
Muhammadu Buhari. At this
convention, we must take the
next step toward the proper
and necessary direction.

“In 2015, the Al
Progressives Congress won
the election to halt the drift
in our nation’s governance,

Buhari

redirect our path, and make
clear our national priorities
We dedicated this party to
the guiding principle that
government must be for the
benefit or each and every
Nigerian before it is for the
benefit of any single one of
ns, No one is above legal
rule or regulation. Likewise
one is too low for justice and
compassionate  governance
cover or protect him.

“Within  this  context,
the APC under President
Muhammadu Buhari has
governed with patriotic and
disciplined commitment
this past seven years. The
Buhari government has
championed needed reforms,
ranging from an innovative
petroleum industry law to
measures that are aimed
at improving power and
electricity generation for all
Nigerians. Government has
invested heavily in building
modern airports and railway
network and roads. Every
Naira is better managed than
in prior administrations.

“This greater fiscal probity
was achieved despite the
vast reduction in national
revenue caused by the
COVID and recurrent global
economic downturns. The
Buhari  government has
done more with much less
than its PDP predecessors
did. The successive PDP
administrations did next to
nothing with the plenty they
had. What they did with
our nation’s abundance is
no secret. But what they did
not do was even a greater
embarrassment.

“They left abandoned
infrastructure projects all
across the nation. The APC
completed ~ them.  They
allowed  ISWAP/  Boko
Haram to erect strongholds.
The Buhari government has

been compelled to wage

great war against these
threats because of the decade
of neglect by the PDP.

“The PDP should have
uprooted this evil when it
was but a seed. The APC-led
government is now left to
contend with the dangerous
tree it has become. Yet, as
surely as I can state my name,
the next APC government
shall uproot this evil such
that, never again, shall it try
to take hold in this land.

“While fighting this evil
with a purposeful hand,
we remain mindful of the
socio-economic and political
inequalities that often spawn
unrest and social instability.
Despite economic difficulties
wrought by  protracted
global recession, the APC-led
government has progressed
in diversifying the economy,
improving food security
through intense investment
in the agricultural sector.

“But the long day for
national rebuilding is not
over. Even greater, bolder
work is needed to beat back
the hard challenge swe face.
Yet, my hope is high and that
is hope not for myself but
for you and this nation, My
greatest trust and comfort
reside in the innate goodness
of the people of our beloved
nation, Joiner in common
purpose, with leadership
informed by wise and correct
policies, the things that we
can accomplish are nothing
less than historic.

“We can change the very
face of the nation Though
this season of primaries
has been abbreviated, I
have talked to thousands
of people across this land.
Yes, there were crowds and
jubilant receptions offered
me. These were nice things,
but they are not the most

important factors to the task
at hand. People approached
me wanting to know if I had
a plan to continue the fight
against terror and violence.

“They wanted to know if I
cared about agriculture and
the plight of the ordinary
farmer. Youths asked me
about jobs and their future
in this world. The poor asked
how and when they will be
assured that they can daily
place food on the table for
their innocent children.

“They did not ask for
mage or for me to give
them charming yet empty
responses. Our people asked
honest, serious questions
and I gave then honest and
serious answers I told them
what we can achieve through
hard work and dedication to
a higher national purpose.

“I told them we must
work harder than ever; but
I also assured them that the
average person shall not
feel left behind, Building
on the reforms of the past
seven years and on the
progressive ideals of our
party, the coming APC-
led government, under
my watch, shall place the
welfare of the average
Nigerian above that of any
elite or special interest. Our
progressive government
must be for the people and
never for the powerful.

“The powerful already
have. Let us give succour
and an open door to the less
privileged. Let us bring forth
a society built on shared
prosperity, belief in justice,
compassion for others and
an unshakable commitment
to a form of governance that
treats all citizens with equal
respect and due regard. Let
us not just open the door
to the promise of a better
society. Let us brick by brick
and stone by stone build a
new society that begets a
greater nation.

“Weighty matters now
rest in the balance. A fateful
decision awaits you the
delegates to this convention.
Choose that which most
wholly benefits the nation.
Think big at this moment
that we may accomplish
great things in the next APC
administration ~ that  will
come on 29 May 2023.

“My  experience  in
office and the knowledge
gained through hard work,
tough trials and patient

APC ex-scribe Udoedehe secures NNPP’s guber ticket in Akwa Ibom

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Udoedehe’s  decision to
resign may have come after
his faction of the party failed
to be recognized by the
national secretariat of the
APC. Instead, it was a rival
faction of the party that was
given recognition following

a ruling by a Federal High
Court.

The letter read in part that:
“Henceforth, I cease to be a
member of APC in my ward
or anywhere for that matter.
I hereby relinquish all rights
which inured to me as a
member of the APC, member

of the national advisory
council and member of the
national caucus of the APC.

“This decision to part
ways with the APC is a
tough one, but leadership
entails adherence to the
wishes of the vast majority
of associates, allies and

supporters who have shown
fidelity over time and have
now witnessed the obduracy
of the APC in handling the
candidate selection processes
in Akwa Ibom State.

“Our greater goal of
providing service to the
people of our dear state

remains sacrosanct,” the
letter stated.

It was also learnt that
Udoedehe had secured the
governorship ticket of the
New Nigerian People’s Party
(NNPP) at the party primary
election held the day he
defected from APC.

undertaking have prepared
men for this hour. I am a man
of purpose with a serious
mission. My vow is to use
all that I know and all of my
abilities to the benefit of the
nation and its people. I do
not step forward because I
think this nomination is my
due. I step forward because
I can help lead our nation to
become what it ought to be.
“I do not say this as a
boast. Hear me out. I claim
not to be special nor great.
My training, experiences,
acquired knowledge are
what is special and uniquely
suited for this moment. I am
merely a conduit, a servant
of a cause much larger than

myself.
“Now is a time for
progressive  vision  and

singular purpose. There is a
general agreement that 2023
will be an encounter with
destiny, when our nation
shall need a certain type
of leader to realise a better
Nigeria.

“We need to build a
Nigeria where sufficient jobs
for the urban population are
available and lead to a good
life most wholly benefits
the nation. Think big at
this moment that we may
accomplish great things in
the next APC administration
that will come on 29 May
2023.

“My  experience  in
office and the knowledge
gained through hard work,
tough ftrials and patient
undertaking have prepared
me for this hour. I am a man
of purpose with a serious
mission. My vow is to use
all that I know and all of my
abilities to the benefit of the
nation and its people. I do
not step forward because I
think this nomination is my
due. I step forward because
I can help lead our nation to
become what it ought to be.

“I do not say this as a
boast. Hear me out. I claim
not to be special or great.
My training, experiences,
acquired knowledge are
what is special and uniquely
suited for this moment. I am
merely a conduit, a servant
of a cause much larger
than myself. Now is a time
for progressive vision and
singular purpose. There is a
general agreement that 2023
will be an encounter with
destiny, when our nation
shall need a certain type
of leader to realise a better
Nigeria.

“We need to build a
Nigeria where sufficient jobs
for the urban population are
available and lead to a good
life.

“We need to encourage
and support our farmers so
that they can car enough to
maintain their families, while
feeding a growing nation We

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Olu of Warri presented with key to city in Canada

istory has
been made
in Toronto,
Canada, as
revered Olu

of Warri Kingdom, Ogiame
Atuwatse III, was presented
the key of Brampton City
for his profound impact and
outstanding community
contribution and support.

His father Ogiame Atuwatse
II, during his reign was also
presented with the key of a city
in the United States.

The Mayor of Brampton,
Patrick Brown, who made the
presentation at a colourful
ceremony, expressed
satisfaction with the Olu, for
his show of love and desire to
support community efforts in

Brampton.

Patrick, who told the
visiting King that “despite the
fact that His Majesty resides
in Nigeria, he never loses
sight of where the Nigerian
community goes.”

In his words, “This may not
be known, but His Majesty, as
part of his visit, is showing a
lot of love to the community.
I was asked by his Majesty’s
team if there is any local course
that he can support in our city.
For me, what became most
important was the abundant
recommendation ~ for  a
hospital, which comes with an
enormous price tag of over a
billion dollars.

“In a city like Brampton, we
need to have the best possible

health care. We know there
are challenges in the health
sector and as part of his visit
His Majesty has made a
substantial contribution to our
local hospital.

“So in honour of that
friendship for the hospital
in our city, I have a token
of our city friendship and
appreciation. His Majesty’s
father was awarded a key to a
city in the United States for his
generosity and so keeping to
that history in the family, it is
my pleasure today to present
the city key of Brampton to
honour your contributions. It
is one thing to visit a city from
abroad and another thing to
come and say how can I help
and show love.”

Why Tinubu performed strongly

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
must continuously invest
in the modernisation and
expansion of infrastructure,
including power, to enhance
the quality of life of our
people. Additionally, we
must continue to empower
the states so that grassroots
economic and  political
development is maximised.

“Though our tribe and
tongue may differ, we must
build a united country ,
premised on equity, fairness
and justice. True reform and
progress lie not in copying
others but in identifying our
own opportunities. I have
done this in Lagos. I humbly
ask you to allow me to use
these skills and experiences
to advance the nation.

“I come to you with a
coherent vision on how
to improve our nation
such that our schools,
industry, agriculture and
infrastructure will become
the pride of all. Ours shall be
a land where all Nigerians
will have an equal chance
and no one is excluded
because of his ethnic
background, religious creed,
place of origin or social
station. We are all Nigerians.

“By this statement, Iseek
your help and support to
become our party’s nominee
and standard bearer in
the coming February 2023
elections. To lead Nigerians
is a sacred trust, which I
do not take lightly or seek
selfishly. By giving me the
party’s mandate, I hereby
makey solemn vow to make
Nigeria the best home for its
citizens.

“As an indivisible, united
country, we shall overcome
the  destructive  forces
attempting to steal our
destiny. May the triumph
of our democratic journey
be complete and serve as an
exemplar to Africa, our race,
and the rest of mankind. We
were born for this moment.
Let us now make the most
of it.

I thank you all for
listening. May God bless
you all. May God Bless our
party, the APC. May God
bless our beloved nation,
the Federal Republic of
Nigeria.

Three aspirants step
down for Osinbajo -
campaign DG

Former Senate President,
Ken Nnamani and two
other presidential aspirants
have stepped down for Vice
President Yemi Osinbajo.

APC  chieftain  and
Chairman, Senate
Committee on Independent
National Electoral
Commission (INEC),
Kabiru Gaya, disclosed this
while briefing CHANNELS
TELEVISION on Tuesday
in Abuja.

Although  he didn't
mention who the other
aspirants are, there are
speculations that they are
ex-Ogun State governor,
Ibikunle Amosun, and a
Deputy Majority Leader of
the Senate, Ajayi Boroffice.

Disclosing that the
ruling party has decided to
zone the presidential slot to
the South-West region, he
remarked: “We have Vice
President Yemi Osinbajo
and Bola Tinubu; it comes
down to the South-West.I'm
aware that a few aspirants
have stepped down for Vice
President Yemi Osinbajo.
They are Ken Nnamani and
two others. I think that will
be announced later.

“Whatever the number
the party decides; it is up for
because the people need to
come and address the party
members and tell them if
they are stepping down,
why are they stepping
down, and for who. If they
are not stepping down,
let them tell Nigerians
what they intend to do to
improve the situation in the
governance of Nigeria.”

According to Gaya, the
APC took its decision to

give its presidential ticket to
the southern region in the
spirit of equity and justice.

He believes that the
ruling party has sent a
signal to Nigerians that it is
not a regional or sectional
association but one that is
meant for all the masses.

“In principle, we have
President Buhari from
northern Nigeria that is
serving seven years going
to eight years; I think
naturally, the power should
shift to the south. That is
what we have been talking
about for over two years. I
believe that Nigerians will
believe that APC is the party
for all. It is not a sectional or
regional party.

“In any decision you take,
it has merits and demerits.
When the merits are more,
then you say ‘we’, that is the
majority. So, the majority of
Nigerians accept that let the
leadership of the presidency
of APC or Nigeria go to the
south and we all agreed to
that,” the lawmaker added.

Why 1 withdrew,
Nnamani

Earlier, Nnamani
gave reasons for initially
withdrawing ~ from  the
presidential primary poll.

He, however, wished
that a Southeast aspirant
emerged as the party’s
candidate

Nnamani was bitter that
the party jettisoned the
zoning arrangement and
monetisation of the entire
primary process.

Addressing journalists in
Abuja, Nnamani said: “the
fact that leading northerners
failed to indicate interest in
the race convinced many
of us that our party will
thread the path of honour
and justice by zoning its
presidency to the south after
a northern president has
completed eight years.

“But the events of recent
days created the impression
that zoning had been

by

Excited Olu of Warr,
thanked the Mayor and the
people of Brampton for the
recognition, adding that the
symbolic gesture would foster
better relationship between the
Itsekiri and Nigerians alike.

“First of all, I want to thank
you for the honour. Thank
you for the city of Brampton
for this warm reception and
recognition. I was chatting
with the Mayor and he was
really proud of the positive
contributions of the Nigeria
community in Brampton and
for me, that is what gives me

Joy-

“I have always likened
myselfasadiplomat of sortand
we always represent home and
I'm confident that Nigerians

jettisoned in the APC.

“The vacillation of party
leaders regarding zoning
of the APC presidential
ticket has not created
clarity in the party and
injures the confidence and
faith of many in the south,
particularly the southeast,
in the party.

“It has the implication
of suggesting to many
in the party, including
myself, that the party will
allow  conveniences  of
the moment to override
foundational ~ issues  of
justice and fairness.”

He also faulted the
process that led to the
primary  election.  He
bemoaned the confusion
and  uncertainty  that
beclouded the primary race.
This, he said, frustrated
effective campaign and
made the primary a game
for those with deep pocket.

“In the present
circumstances, it does not
make any sense for me to
continue in the race, asI have
not had the opportunity
to market my profile and
ideas to the delegates of
our party in a manner that
allow for deliberation and
introspection.

“Therefore, I discontinue
my aspiration and wish the
party successful primary
and unity of purpose so that
we can win the 2023 general
elections.

“I  will continue to
engage with the party and
its leadership to make sure
that the ideas and values
that I cherish and propagate
find strong footing in the
party administration and
in public leadership after
election.

“No matter the outcome
of the primary, I pray that
our party does justice to
the southeast that ought to
present the next presidential
candidate of our party,”

Nnamani added.

If we are fair, a
Southeasterner should
succeed Buhari, former

Abia Governor, Ogbonnaya
Onu told the delegates.

will be celebrated much more
by the city of Brampton. I'm
really overwhelmed by this.
I believe that this symbolic
gesture will open more doors
to every single one of us. On
behalf of myself, the Itsekiri
Nation and the Nigeria people
I say thank you.”

Ogiame also reciprocated
the gesture by presenting
a replica of his mode of
transportation - two Red
Canoces to the Mayor of
Brampton, Patrick Brown
and the city of Brampton
respectively.

The city key presentation
is also a direct symbol of the
city wish that a guest is free to
come and go at will and a great
honour to the recipient alike.

Buhari asked delegates
to vote in a candidate with
the best chance of bictory.
Don’t allow PDP to drag us
back, Buhari pleaded with
the delegates

I didn’t come this far
to chicken out, Kogi State

Governor Yahaya Bello
said.
You can’t wish this

country well and vote for
someone you don’t believe
in-Osinbajo

Delegates at the Eagles
Square, Abuja were ecstatic
as Vice President Yemi
Osinbajo moved to address
them.

He said he felt honoured
to share the platform with
22 other Nigerians at the
convention.

According to him, it is
possible to have a first-
class health care system,
education, mining, and
exploit oil and gas in
the southeast and some
northern states.

“You can't wish this
country well and vote for
someone you don’t believe
in. Your vote carries the
answer to the prayer
prayed for the future of our
country and the future of
our children,” he said.

Consensus fails

Youthful Nicholas Felix
stepped down for Osinbajo
while the only woman
aspirant,  Barrister  Uju
Benedict Ohanenye stepped
down for Tinubu to round
off exciting addresses to the
delegates by the aspirants.

Only Emeka Nwajiuba
was not at the convention
venue and therefore could
not step up to address the
delegates as did the 22
others that encapsulated
their respective agenda for
Nigeria.

With the speeches over,
the stage was set for the
elective convention by the
accredited 2203  voting
delegates.

Meanwhile, a number
of the aspirants were
exceptionally brilliant and
oratorical in their speeches.

Osinbajo, Bakare,

¥l b o
Ogiame Atuwatse Ill

and
others,

Senator  Okorocha,
Fayemi, among
were brilliant.

Former Senate President
Ken Nnamani withdrew
from the race without
attending down for anyone.
Nicholas ~ Felix  stepped
down for Osinbajo.

Of all the seven that
stepped down for Tinubu,
only three of them control
delegates from their states,

namely: Gov  Fayemi,
Gov Badaru and Senator
Akpabio.

This left thirty three
states and Abuja still open
for aspirants to hunt for
delegates’ votes.

Buhari urged any of
the aspirants that won the
ticket to be magnanimous
in victory.

An observer remarked:
“Emeka Nwajiuba, the first
person to buy the N100M
Presidential Normination
form left the convention
venue without presenting
himself and his programme
to the Delegates. Those who
deceived him into rushing
into the Presidential race
as the longest known Igbo
friend and therefore closest
person to Buhari, have
abandoned him to his fate.

“nstead of him to go and
mount the podium and
make speeches along the
lines of what Ken Nnamani
and Ogbonnaya Onu have
already said. He apparently
abandoned the convention
and ran away.

“Like other Igbo paper
weight aspirants, Umabhi,
Okorocha etc at the
convention, he could not
openly step down for other
popular Igbo aspirants as
the Yoruba were doing and
take the applause.

“Very, very sad and
unfortunate.”

Nine aspirants stepped
down while the remaining
14  contested  namely:
Osinbajo, Tinubu, Amaechi,
Lawan, Nwajiuba, Umabhi,
Bakare, Onu, Yerima,
Okorocha, Bello, Jack-Rich,
Ayade and Mokelu.
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Court restrains Oborevwori, PDP, INEC on guber race

eoples Democratic Party
P(PDP) has been restrained
in the interim by a Federal
High Court sitting in Abuja from
forwarding the name of Mr.
Oborevwori  Sheriff ~ Francis
Orhowedor to the Independent
National Electoral Commission
(INEC) as the 2023 governorship
candidate of the political grouping,
INEC was also restrained from
receiving his name and acting in
any manner recognising him as
the standard bearer of the PDP
for the election.
The court also restrained Obor-
evwori from parading himself as

the candidate of the PDP for the
election.

The orders emerged from an
Exparte Motion in suit number
FHC/ABJ/CS/715/2022 filed by
Moses Ogege and Timinepere
Ogobiri of Patani LGA Ward
8 before His Lordship, Hon
Justice Taiwo O. Taiwo of the
Federal High Court, Abuja
Judicial Division on May 31,
with the Peoples Democratic
Party, the Independent National
Electoral Commission and Francis
Oborevwori as 1st, 2nd and 3rd
defendants, respectively.

After listening to Ibrahim Idris

SAN, ]D Jefia, Osita Alele and
Sarafadeen Salimo for the plaintiffs,
the court found that there were
sufficient grounds to grant the
interim injunction sought.

Accordingly, the court ordered
the defendants to enter a defence
within seven days of service to
show cause whg the reliefs sought
by the CFIainti s should not be
granted.

It also ordered the defendants
not to do anything along the line
of presenting or accepting Mr
Oborevwori as the Delta PDP
Governorship flag bearer nor Mr
Oborevwori acting in such manner

"Why APC can't rule Delta in 2023

By KELVIN OHOROR

ommissioner for Information
‘ Charles Aniagwu has said

the Deputy President of the
Senate, Senator Ovie Omo-Agege
and his All Progressives Congress
(APC) could not win elections in
Delta State to govern.

Aniagwu told a news conference
in Asaba that Omo-Agege lacked
requisite knowledge to govern Delta
just as the performance of APC-led

Federal Government had made
it very difficult to market any
candidate from the party for the
2023 general elections.

He stated that he had recently
advised Omo-Agege to concentrate
his energy on things that could
enhance his electoral value rather
than chasing shadows. According
to him, “not too long ago, I had
advised the Deputy President of
the Senate and APC governorship
candidate in the state, Senator Ovie
Omo-Agege, to try as much as
possible to stay with the issues
that could help his electioneering
campaign and not to begin to stray
in directions that will not in any
way advance his interest.

“I had thought that it was only
those who speak for him that
tend not to understand what
the issues are. I read somewhere,
where he was mentioning that we
have received over N700 billion
in the last seven years and that
we couldn’t account for that and
I begin to wonder N700 billion
received as what.

“It shows that he does not
understand how governance runs

because the data that are available
show that we have received more
than that. I say so because he thinks
that what we use to run government
alone in a year is N100 billion;
our wage bill alone, that is the
recurrent side of the budget, is
even far more than what he was
mentioning,” he said.

The Commissioner reminded
the Orogun-born Senator that Dr.
Ifeanyi Okowa was not contesting
elections with him in 2023 and
as such he should not make the
governor the subject matter of his
campaign.

“So its important that he begins
to address his mind to other issues.

“As a government we have been
able to show transparently through
the press in the last seven years,
the many projects and programmes
that we have embarked upon.
Programmes such as the many
platforms that we have used to
empower our youths and a cross
section of Deltans. Policies such as
the ones that affects the livelihoods
of our people and indeed projects
that are quite outstanding such as
the New State Secretariat, upgrade
and concessioning of the Asaba
airport that has made our airport
quite outstanding among the comity
of airports in the country.

“We have performed significantly
in the capital side of the budget with
many outstanding accomplishments
in infrastructural development. As a
government we have added value to
the people of Delta whether they live
in the creeks or in the upland so for
Omo-Agege to say that N700 billion
is not accounted for, you begin to

Sen. Ovie Omo-Agege

wonder whether he understands the
issues of governance. The good Lord
and the people of Nigeria have seen
that our Governor has discharged
his responsibility very creditable
well here in Delta and there are
a lot facts that speaks to that in
terms of projects, programmes and
policies.

“We therefore urge you to shun
the possibility of individuals who
lack knowledge of activities in Delta
and tend to paint pictures that are
at variance with realities in the state.
We thank you because you have
remained with the truth and you
have remained very professional
in the discharge of your reportage
and we are not going to lose any
sleep because we know that you
will continue to stay with the facts,”
he added.

NBM, Owo group dep

A pan-Africanist organisation,
Neo-Black Movement (NBM) of
Africa, has strongly condemned the
massacre of harmless worshippers
at St. Francis Catholic Church in
Owo, Ondo State.

A statement by NBM’s Public
Relations Officer, Mr. Oluwatosin
Dixon, flayed the attack as another
reason that we need to urgently
convene a national dialogue summit
to discuss and proffer solutions and
best way forward in keeping the
country and her leaders accountable
to the people.

He called on the relevant security
authorities to work in conjunction
with local security bodies to fish
out the perpetrators to discourage
such happenings.

Dixon prayed for the souls of
the departed to rest in peace while
urging the relevant agencies to bring
the criminals to book.

Also, a group, Owo Is One
Association, has condemned the
attack which killed scores of people
and rendered many injured.

The association, through its
National Co-ordinator, Chief
Akinboro Aruwajoye, said in a
statement that the ugly incident
came as a shock to all the indigenes
of the ancient city of Owo, which
has been known to be a peaceful
community from time immemorial.

“We sympathise with our
paramount ruler, His Imperial
Majesty, Oba (Dr) Ajibade Gba-
degeshin Oc%unoye I1I, Olowo of
Owo Kingdom, the families of
the bereaved and the Catholic
community, and pray to Almighty
God to comfort each and everyone
of us. We pray that the Almighty
God should heal the wounded and
the injured.

“We don’t have any other place

ore terrorist attack on church

we can call home but Owo, our
native home.

“God Almighty, we pray to you
that you come to our aid and put
a divine stop to all this incessant
killings in Owo.

“We pray for lpeace to reign in
Owo, God should deliver us and
protect our souls from every calam-
ity of this world in Jesus name.”

Condoling with Governor Rotimi
Akeredolu of Ondo State, the
association’s Head of Media, Mr.
Olatunbosun Oladimeji,

who is also a son of Owo, urged
the authorities to ensure that the
perpetrators are brought to justice.

“Our government has the capa-
bility and the capacity to go after
these devils. Our people should not
only remain calm and be peaceful,
but continue to pray for God to
take control of our homeland,”
Oladimeji said.

until the final determination of
the matter by the court.

While the court also granted the
laintiff's prayers for accelerated
earing, the next date has been

fixed for June 9.

Reacting, Fred Latimore, an
aide of Delta State House of
Assembly’s Speaker Oborevwori,
said there was “no cause for
worries” on the restraining order

In a statement, he said: “It is
the nature and legal procedures
in all Interlocutory Injunction
orders for the Respondent(s) to
be so restrained in the wisdom
of the Court.

“That order is not the Court

judgment in the substantive
suit. The Defendant(s) and/
or Respondent(s) usually file
Defence and the restraining
order may be vacated subject
to evidence adduced or other
legal factors.

“All Sheriffied Deltans and
supporters of our Principal and
party candidate should remain
calm and hopeful.

“Delta PDP Guber Candidate,
Rt Hon Sheriff Francis Oborevwori
shall be vindicated at the end of
all litigations.

“These legal actions were
foreseeable and do not call for
worries at all.”

Obaseki laments incessant strikes,
pledges to meet demands on AAU

By ISAAC OLAMIKAN

Governor Godwin Obaseki has
assured protesting students from
the state-owned Ambrose Alli
University (AAU), Ekpoma, that
his government will take neces-
sary actions to reopen it amid the
oréig_foing strike by the Academic
Staff Union of Universities (ASUU).

The students, on a peaceful
protest, stormed the Government
House in Benin City, on Tuesday,
issuing a one-week ultimatum to the
government to ensure the reopening
of the institution or face a mass
action by the students.

Addressing the protesters,
Obaseki, represented by his Special
Adviser on Media Projects, Mr.
Crusoe Osagie, said education
remains a top priority for the
government, which will expedite
action to ensure that the students
get back to classes.

He said, “All that the leader
of this protest has said today is
in line with what the Edo State
Government wants to do for the
students of the institution. We
have a challenge as the hand of
the government is tied to some
extent due to the activities of the
various unions. Most institutions,
including AAU, have staff unions
and easily join strike actions called
at the federal level; this is not in
the best interest of the students
and lecturers.

“Incessant strikes have become a
problem in our higher institutions.
Our proposition as a government
is that at some point our lecturers
should put the interest of the stu-
dents above their own. We believe

that the reason they sit at home
during the ASUU strike is that at
the end of the day, whether the
teach or not, they will be aic{
and this is wrong. We call on
university lecturers and workers
in the university to come together
and make a decision in the best
interest of the students because the
government is willing to support
the institution with the resources
it needs to run,” he charged.

Obaseki further noted, “Lecturers
should realise that the education of
the students is more important than
their unionism. The government is
working on other steps to help the
students come out of this problem.
I urge them to come together to
allow the students to learn instead
of being on strike.

“I assure you that the one-week
ultimatum given will be adhered
to by the Governor as he will take
steps and actions needed to get
students back to school. I want
to appeal to you that when the

overnment takes its decision, the
students should rise up in support
of the government so that lecturers
will abide by the decision of the
overnment.”

Earlier, the Vice President of the
National Association of Nigerian
Students (NANS) (Special Duties),
Odiahi Thomas Ikhine said they
embarked on the peaceful protest to
register their displeasure with the
ongoing ASUU strike which has kept
students at home for months. He
called on the governor to emulate
what is being done in Kogi State
where there is no union and the
academic calendar goes smoothly
without strikes.

've been vindicated by Owo massacre, says Sunday Igboho

Notable agitator, Mr. Sunday
Adeyemo, has said the killing of
Yoruba indigenes by terrorists in
Owo, Ondo State has vindicated
his agitation for emancipation
of his people.

Last Sunday, about 50 worship-
pers were killed as terrorists
attacked St. Francis Catholic
Church, Owo as gunmen that
invaded the church threw an
improvised explosive device
before they started shooting
sporadically.

Adeyemi, popularly known as
‘Sunday Igboho,’ who reacted in
a viral video from the Republic
of Benin, said: “I pray to God
that we don’t experience such
again. I pray to God to comfort
the families of the victims.

“My fathers and mothers,
can you see that I have been

vindicated? I was not in a battle
with any Governor or Senator.
But what I envisaged, you didn’t
see it. Now, can you all see?

“Many were saying I wanted to
create crisis and foment trouble,
but can you all see it now?

“Well, the situation can still be
redeemed. I want Yoruba people
to be united before it is too late.

“] want South West leaders to
support me and other courageous
Yoruba sons and daughters so
that we can guard against these
wicked acts. If I offend anyone,
I ask for pardon, please.”

A cross section of Nigerians
indluding President Muhammadu
Buhari, Vice President Yemi
Osinbajo, Asiwaju Bola Tinubu,
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar as well as
religious and traditional leaders
have condemned the dastardly act.
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Anxiety over alleged
terrorists'invasion of
estate amid legal action
threats

By PAUL MICHAEL, Defence Editor,
Abuja

Fear has gripped residents of the
Federal Capital Territory (FCT)
over an alleged invasion of private
estate by terrorists popularly called
bandits.

Some national dailies had
reported that a large number of
armed men, suspected to be bandits,
in the early hours of Monday at-
tacked ‘Genuine’ (Jenew) Estate, in
the Gwarinpa area of Abuja and
allegedly abducted an unspecified
number of persons.

According to the report, the
bandits who were armed with
machetes, daggers and cutlasses,
outnumbered and overpowered
the security guards on duty and
invaded some houses in the estate
on 6th avenue behind Efab Queens.

A source was quoted as saying,
“They operated in the estate for
about three hours. They abducted
some of the residents.”

However, FCT Police Command
spokesperson, DSP Josephine Adeh,
said the case was a robbery case,
not kidnapping.

Adeh said the police had already
been mobilized to the scene to
ascertain how the incident hap-
pened.

Residents of the area and FCT
are currently apprehensive over
the alleged invasion of the estate
by the terrorists.

Reacting to the news, Anna Yusuf
whose parents reside in the area
said they confirmed the news to be
true and cautioned people living
in Gwarimpa to stay safe.

“Gwarimpa people please stay
safe. My mom and dad live there
and confirmed this to be true!,”
she tweeted.

Also, a resident of FCT who
simply identified himself as
Mohammed said everyone is in
trouble as nowhere appears to be
safe anymore in the country.

“Gwarimpa for that matter;
directly or indirectly everyone is
involved in this; it's even worse
than it seems; until great attention
is engaged to these, everyone is
in trouble,” he stated.

Meanwhile, Jenew Homes estate
Karsana, Gwarinpa Abuja has
debunked the alleged invasion of
bandits on its property, saying the
report was fake.

The company said there was
neither kidnapping nor robbery
incidence in their property.

The Real Estate company
threatened to carry out legal ac-
tion against the news media that
public the report should they fail to
describe the story as fake news on
their social media handles within
24 hours.

According to a press statement
by the company on Monday, Jenew
Homes Karsana is one of the saf-
est estates in Abuja, adding that
security remains the watchword
of the company.

“Good morning, today we woke
up to the news of Kidnap at Jenew
Homes estate Karsana, Gwarinpa
Abuja, and calls have been com-
ing in from residents who saw
nothing happen where they live
and families of the resident who
wants to know about the safety
and well-being of their loved ones.

Police arrest 24 armed political thugs in Keff

«|GP establishes 2023 electoral offenses desks

«|GP establishes 2023 electoral offenses desks

By PAUL MICHAEL, Abuja

igeria Police Force (NPF)
Nhas said about 24 armed

political thugs were ar-
rested in Keffi, Nasarawa State
while warning against thuggery
ahead of the 2023 elections.

The suspects are said to be
loyal to a senatorial candidate
in Nasarawa State.

In a statement by the Force
Public Relations Officer, CSP
Olumuyiwa Adejobi, on Tuesday,
the police said eight pump action
guns, two locally made revolver
guns, 37 rounds of live cartridges,
four bulletproof vests, and 27
mobile phones were recovered
from the suspects.

“In line with this mandate,
operatives of the Nigeria Police
Force attached to the Keffi Area
Command of the Nasarawa State
Command, acting on credible
and actionable intelligence have
arrested twenty-four suspected

political thugs at Minki Suites,
along Keffi-Akwanga Road.

“The thugs suspected to be
loyal to an aspirant in the Na-
sarawa West Senatorial primaries
came into the hotel in a convoy
of seven private vehicles.

“Items recovered from the
arrested suspects include; eight
(8) pump action guns, two (2)
locally made revolver guns,
thirty-seven (37) rounds of live
cartridges, four (4) bulletproof
vests, twenty-seven (27) mobile
phones, two (2) pairs of vigilante
uniforms, five (5) cutlasses, ten
(10) assorted knives, criminal
charms, and other incriminating
objects.

“Preliminary investigations
reveal that the suspects, who are
thugs for hire, carry out their
heinous acts under the guise of
being members of the Vigilante
Group of Nigeria (VGN),” the
statement said.

Meanwhile, the Inspector

General of Police, IGP Usman
Alkali Baba, has ahead of the
2023 general elections, approved
the establishment of Electoral Of-
fences Desk at the Force Criminal
Investigations Department (FCID),
Force Headquarters, Abuja.

According to Adejobi, the
Commissioner of Police, FCID,
is the Desk Officer.

The IGP has equally approved
the establishment of the Desk at
State Commands across the nation
with the Assistant Commissioners
of Police in charge of the Criminal
Investigation Departments as State
Desk Officers.

“The mandate of the Electoral
Offences Desk Officers includes
the collation and investigation of
all electoral offences/complaints
from members of the public or
any quarters, with a view to
determining culpability in line
with the amended Electoral Act
2022, and proffering charges
before Courts of competent

jurisdiction for necessary legal
action.

“The IGP tasked the Desk to
commence its activities immedi-
ately with some isolated cases
recorded during the pre-election
activities such as screening,
conventions, primaries, etc,”
Adejobi said.

Additionally, the IGP has also
ordered the immediate transfer
of the case involving the arrested
suspects to the Electoral Offences
Desk at the Force Criminal In-
vestigation Department (FCID).

Adejobi said IGP Baba has
ordered the FCID to effect, “the
immediate arrest of the concerned
aspirant for necessary investiga-
tive actions.”

The Police boss reiterated the
commitment of the Force to
stamping out threats to peace-
ful and credible elections at all
levels, even as he vows to deal
decisively with anyone caught
engaging in political thuggery.
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Ekiti State Governor, Dr. Kayode Fayemi; with a victim of the gunmen attack, when he visited survivors of the onslaught at St Louis Catholic
Hospital, Owo, Ondo State.

Fayemi visits Owo attack victims, announces N50m NGF donation

«Condoles with Akeredolu, monarch, Catholic bishop

Ekiti State Governor Kayode Fay-
emi has visited and commiserated
with survivors of last Sunday’s
terrorist attack at St Louis Catholic
Hospital, Owo, where some of
them were receiving treatment
following the bloodbath.

He is also the Chairman of
Nigeria Governors Forum (NGF).

Dr. Fayemi also visited Gov-
ernor Rotimi Akeredolu (SAN);
Olowo of Owo kingdom, HRM
Oba Ajibade Gbadegesin and the
Catholic Bishop of Ondo Diocese,
Most Rev Jude Arogundade, at
the Bishop’s Court, Akure.

Fayemi, accompanied by former
Governor of Ogun State, Senator
Ibkunle Amosun, urged security
agencies to fish out the perpetra-

tors of the heinous crime. He also
announced a donation of N50
million naira, on behalf of the
NGEF, to the Catholic Diocese to
cushion the pains of the gruesome
attack, which led to the killinlgl
of no fewer than 21 people witl
scores sustaining varying degree
of injuries.

Fayemi said all efforts would
be made to ensure that the
perpetrators were apprehended
and brought to book, adding that
state government would redouble
their efforts at ensuring safety and
security of lives of the citizens.

He lamented that the situation
was capable of making the people
afraid to going about their daily
activities including going to their

farms, pursuing their legitimate
businesses and even going to
places of worship. This he said
calls for urgent attention to the
issue of security in the country.

“All efforts towards ensuring
the perpetrators are apﬂ‘ehended
would be made, but this cannot
bring the dead back to life. While
we pray to God to intervene,
we would also redouble our
efforts and be more vigilant in
our vicinity.”

The governor later visited
Gbadegesin at his palace where he
commiserated with the monarch
and the Olowo-in Council.

Thereafter, Fayemi visited St
Louis Catholic Hospital, where
some of the victims were receiving
treatment. Some of the victims
managed to narrate the ordeal to
the governor and his colleagues.

Meanwhile, Fayemi has directed
Ekiti State Commissioner for
Heath and Human services, Dr
Baniji Filani, to send medical and
human resources to Ondo State.

“Every death or terrible situa-
tion like this diminishes us. We
know how disturbed you are now.
Government at state and federal
levels are working together to
ensure that the assailants are
apprehended and also to ensure
an end to these spate of attacks”,
he told the victims and the ap-
parently bewildered relations
who besieged the hospital.

Both Oba Gbadegesin and
Bishop Arogundade called on
the Federal Government to ensure
the assailants were apprehended
and to put measures in place
to ensure safety of lives of the
people.
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Bike man donates writing materials to pupil

By OROWO VICTORIA OJIEH, FOREIGN
AFFAIRS CORRESPONDENT

Writing materials worth thousands of naira
have been donated by a bike man, Adegoke
Adejare, to pupils of St. Paul's Anglican
School 2, Yanbule in Ibadan, Oyo State.

Executive Chairman, Oyo State Universal
Basic Education Board, Dr. Nureni Aderemi
Adeniran, said it is grateful for Adejare’s
kind consideration to complement govern-
ment’s efforts.

Adeniran said the state government
would continue to make life better for
pupils through provision of basic amenities.

He called on key players in the educa-
tion sector to support government efforts
at moving the education sector forward,
adding that philanthropic gestures from
members of the public is also welcomed.

He said, “Government does not have
all of the funding. Therefore, if Nigerians
can come out to assist the government in
this sector, I am certain the future of our

children will be more secured”.

Adejare, while speaking at the donation
urged the pupils to always read their books
and make use of the donated materials to
enhance their studies.

He described his gesture as his little efforts
at making his country a better place, by
encouraging those who may be in need.

Nicknamed ‘One Nigeria’, Adejare
canvassed for Nigerians to collaborate
with Government in development of the
education sector.

“This is what I like to do. I never had the
opportunity to attend a formal school, so I
have vowed to do my best to support the
government in developing the education
sector, through little gestures such as this”,
he said.

The Headmistress of St. Paul’'s Anglican
School 2 Mrs. Gbaroye Oluwatoyin applauded
Adejare’s gesture towards the pupils and
assured him that the writing materials such
as books, pencils, pens and erasers would
be put into judicious use.

Consulate celebrates Carrington Fellows

By OROWO VICTORIA OJIEH

United States Consulate in Lagos has
hosted a graduation ceremony to hon-
our the accomplishments of 17 young
Nigerians.

U.S. government exchange programmes
bring together Nigerian youth of vision,
skills, and experience to design and
implement projects that have a positive
impact in their local communities.

The 17 young Nigerians formed the
2021 cohort of the Carrington Youth
Fellowship Initiative (CYFI).

The fellows who range in age from 21
to 35 were selected through a competi-
tive process, implemented social service
projects focused on health, education,
civil liberties, environment, and economic
empowerment during the 12-month long
fellowship.

Delivering remarks during the cer-
emony, Consulate Public Affairs Officer
Stephen Ibelli highlighted the positive
impact the initiative has had on local
communities since its inception in 2011.

He applauded the graduating fellows
for their selfless service and commitment
to the values championed by the late
U.S. Ambassador to Nigeria, Walter
Carrington, for whom the initiative is
named.

“You established a farmers’ business

Consulate Public Affairs Officer Stephen Ibelli

school and taught 30 rural farmers to
sustainably farm. You upskilled 30
kids in Lagos juvenile homes on ICT
skills and advocated policy reforms in
juvenile administration. You trained
school counselors on addressing mental
health challenges in public schools.

“You taught rural women basic
recycling skills and trained public
school teachers on the use of modern
teaching methods and aids. The projects
implemented by the 2021 CYFI cohort
are truly inspiring. These are meaningful,
impactful projects. You have laid solid
foundations for future work and I look
forward to seeing where these initiatives
go from here,” Ibelli added.

Ibelli welcomed the graduating CYFI
fellows to the U.S. government exchange
alumni community, a prestigious and
vast network of like-minded and highly
regarded professionals across the country.
He encouraged them to take advantage of
the exchange alumni group to continue
to grow and support each other.

In a goodwill message delivered at
the event by the wife of late Ambas-
sador Carrington, Dr. Arese Carrington
congratulated the 2021 cohort and urged
them to remain exemplars of honesty
and concern for the welfare of the less
privileged.

“The innovative projects you designed

and carried out during the past year
have impacted lives positively. Never
stop dreaming or daring to effect the
needed change because you are the hope
for the future,” Dr. Arese Carrington
added.

CYFI is built around year-long social
innovation projects that are designed
by fellows and supported by the U.S.

Consulate and private partners. The 2021
cohort is the first graduating class since
the passing of Ambassador Carrington.

To date, CYFI has graduated 174
outstanding young Nigerians who bring
a wealth of knowledge and skills to
the table, and share a common vision
with the goal of positively impacting
the Nigerian society.

French embassy press officer, Onyinye Madu

Embassy showcases Nigerian artist's work

Embassy of France in Nigeria is sharing
an exceptional special project which will
be launched at VIP TPAC Preview from
5pm to 9pm on Friday June 10th 2022

A statement by French embassy press
officer Onyinye Madu, said : “This project
will respond to the theme ‘BLAZING
CENTURY 1 by Wilfred UKPONG’ and
will speak to the future Africa desires.
Ukpong’s work employs the aesthetic
concept of Afrofuturism while boldly
reimagining alternative perspectives on
environmental crises, social injustice,
empowerment, race, gender, identity, and
the body in the 21st century. “There has

never been a better moment to immerse
yourself in the work of Africa’s creatives.
“ Wilfred UKPONG is a Nigerian-born
interdisciplinary artist, practice-led
researcher, and filmmaker who lives
and works out of Oxford (UK), Clermont
Ferrand (France), and Eket (Nigeria).
Working between photography, film,
sculpture, installation, sound/music,
performance, and incorporating a
studio-based artistic practice with
connective social engagement, Ukpong
tackles pertinent socio-political and
environmental issues with community
participation and intervention. “




) POLITICS

June§-9, 2022

www.thetrumpet.ng 9

By TUNDE JOSHUA, POLITICS EDITOR

he race for the presidential ticket

I of the All Progressives Congress

(APC) took a new twist barely

24 hours to the commencement of the

special national convention with the

announcement by the national chair-

man, Senator Abdullahi Adamu, that

Senate President Ahmad Lawan was
the party’s consensus candidate.

The announcement raised dust as
critical stakeholders vehemently rejected
the choice of Lawan.

The Northern APC governors had
insisted that power must shift to the
South and that the party should consider
the flag bearer among the southern
aspirants. They, therefore, rejected
Adamu’s choice.

Also, Adamu’s statement sowed
discord among members of APC
National Working Committee (NWC),
with some disowning him. They said
he expressed his own opinion and not
that of the NWC or the party.

A top notcher of the APC told The
Trumpet that Lawan was not adopted
by the NWC, thethe party or President
Muhammadu Buhari.

“Yes, it’s true chairman announced
it but it was not discussed or adopted
by the NWC. He just announced it
as his personal opinion, which cannot
stand,” he said.

Speaking with journalists after its
NWC meeting on Monday, Suleiman
Abubakar Argungu, National Organiz-
ing Secretary and other members of
the committee including four national
deputy chairmen said; “we were fully
briefed about this development.”

He said: “As you can see, we are all
coming from the NWC meeting. We were
fully briefed by our national chairman,
Senator Abdullahi Adamu informed us
that Senate President, Ahmed Lawan
is the consensus candidate for the APC
National Convention.

“That is just the information he gave
us and not an issue that was discussed
on the floor of the NWC.

“As you are aware, few days ago,
the Northern governors had a meeting
and decided that the leadership of this
country should shift to the South and
the southern governors also affirmed
that.

“We, members of the NWC are also
with the governors on what they said.
Just a few minutes ago the governors
of the North went to the presidency
to inform the president that they are
still standing on what they, northern
governors, said regarding the presidency
of this country.

“What the national chairman told us
was just an information and all of us
are entitled to our opinions because
we are all Democrats. We can exercise
that opinion.

“This was never deliberated by the
NWLC. It is an information given to us
at the NWC. We don’t have a divided
house,” he stated.

One of the strong advocates of power
rotation to the south and governor of
Ondo State, Arakunrin Rotimi Akeredolu
said the APC chairman, Adamu is on
a frolic of his own.

Describing Adamu’s endorsement
as an expensive joke, the governor

Lawan

said “the speculation is rife that the
Chairman took a flight of fancy and
decided to make a pronouncement
beyond his competence. He has, al-
legedly, made public his preferred
choice as the candidate of the APC
for the Office of the President in the
next general elections.”

According to Akeredolu, this alleged
pronouncement runs contrary to the
position of majority of Northern Gov-
ernors in APC and their counterparts
in the South.

“Our agreement is unanimous on
this issue. The office of the President
should be contested for by qualified
persons from the Southern part of the
country if the move to get a consensus
candidate fails. There has been no shift
from this settled issue.

“Let it be known that the Chairman
or anyone who holds a contrary opinion
does so at a personal level. He is at best
embarking on a frolic which reasonable
people will consider dangerous,” he
said on Monday.

But presidential media aide, Garba
Shehu denied Buhari’s endorsement
of any candidate.

However, legal icon have picked on
situations around Adamu’s choice of
a consensus candidate. They dissected
what the law says about consensus and
the context it was applied by Adamu.

Recall the the Electoral Act 2022 in

“Section 84(9) (10) and (11) of the
Electoral Act 2022 state as follows:

“(9) A political party that adopts a
consensus candidate shall secure the
written consent of all cleared aspirant
for the position, indicating their vol-
untary withdrawal from the race and
their endorsement of the consensus
candidate”.

Human right crusader and Senior
Advocate of Nigeria, Femi Falana said
there is “no consensus candidate without

Adamu

consent”.

In a short clarification, Falana said “a
consensus candidate cannot be imposed
on a political party by the President
of the country or the Chairman of a
political party. As far as the Electoral Act
is concerned there can be no consensus
candidate without the consent of all
aspirants. Section 84 (9) (10) and (11)
of the Act provides as follows:

“(9) A political party that adopts
a consensus candidate shall secure
the written consent of all cleared
aspirants for the position, indicating
their voluntary withdrawal from the
race and their endorsement of the
consensus candidate.

(10) Where a political party is unable
to secure the written consent of all
cleared aspirants for the purpose of
a consensus candidate, it shall revert to
the choice of direct or indirect primaries
for the nomination of candidates for
the aforesaid elective positions.

(11) A special convention or nomina-
tion congress shall be held to ratify
the choice of consensus candidates
at designated centres at the National,
State, Senatorial, Federal and State
Constituencies, as the case may be.”

Another Senior Advocate of Nige-
ria, Babatunde Ogala said Adamu’s
pronouncement is legal impossibility.

He said “while the National Chairman
is yet to deny or offer any clarification
on the alleged declaration, it is neces-
sary to state that such a declaration is
a legal impossibility. This is because
under the regime of the Electoral Act
2022, consensus, though provided for as
one of the means by which a political
party may produce its candidate, must
specifically occur in a precise form.

“Section 84(9) (10) and (11) of the
Electoral Act 2022 are the relevant
provisions and they state as follows:

“(9) A political party that adopts a
consensus candidate shall secure the

-
w

Falana

written consent of all cleared aspirant
for the position, indicating their vol-
untary withdrawal from the race and
their endorsement of the consensus
candidate”.

“(10) Where a political party is un-
able to secure a written consent of all
cleared aspirants for the purpose of
a consensus candidate, it shall revert

to the choice of direct or indirect
primaries for the nomination of candi-
dates for the aforesaid elective position.

“(11) A special convention or nomina-
tion congress shall be held to ratify
the choice of consensus candidates
at designated centers at the National,

State, Senatorial, Federal and State
Constituencies, as the case may be”.

He said instructively, none of the
above conditions have occurred in
respect of producing the presidential
candidate of the APC. “Therefore, any
declaration of a consensus candidate
would be premature and a violation
of extant provisions of the law.

“We are confident that as a law-abiding
entity, the APC will not be part of such.
We are further persuaded to urge our
supporters to disregard this report

considering that the overwhelming
majority of the APC Northern Governors
who, after meeting with the President,
re-affirmed their preference for a

president from the Southern part of
Nigeria.

“This patriotic decision is widely
accepted by all Nigerians as a dem-
onstration of deep understanding of
the nuanced fault lines of our nation.”

Ogala, who is Director, Legal Director-
ate, Tinubu Campaign Organization,
said in the circumstance, “a unilateral
declaration by the National Chairman
of a consensus presidential candidate
for the party will not only violate the
law, but set the party on collision course
with its Governors who are critical
stakeholders in the party.”
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PDP will retain 13 states in 2023, Ayu boasts

®O0nly God can stop Okowa as Atiku’s running mate

BY TUNDE JOSHUA, ABUJA

National chairman of the People’s
Democratic Party, Dr. Iyorchia Ayu,
has boasted that it will retain all its 13
states and more in the governorship and
other elections in 2023.

He said in an interview after the
presentation of certificate of return to
gubernatorial candidates of the party at
the PDP secretariat on Tuesday that the
governors have performed very well.

“Most of them performed very, very
well. We don’t have any fears that the
people will vote them back to power or
their successors to power in those states
where we don’t have governors.

“People have seen the ineptitude, the
incapacity of the APC-led administra-
tion from the governorship level to the
presidency and I'm sure by next year
people will be voting PDP so we are
also very sure that we will capture most
states.

The party’s presidential candidate, Atiku
Abubakar at the event said Nigerians are
waiting for the emergence of the PDP
to take over power in 2023

Atiku assured all elected candidates of
the party that he will work together
with them as a team and make sure
you all are brought back elected as
governors in their respective states.

“The question of saying that all we
are going to give a quarter or so to the
ruling party must not arise in this election.

Dr. lyorchia Ayu

“The processes, which have made
you to emerge are now history, what
is before us is a task that we must all
unite and achieve for this party and for
Nigerians.”, he said.

Twenty six governorship candidates

out of the 28 states were presented with
certificate of return while candidates of
Ebonyi and Kano were exempted because
of litigation in their states.

And as the leaders of PDP anxiously
search for a widely acceptable running

mate to Atiku, Delta State Governor
Ifeanyi Okowa has been suggested as
the right candidate.

Delta State Commissioner of Information,
Mr. Charles Anuagwu, said only God
could stop Okowa from becoming the
running mate.

Aniagwu stated this at a press confer-
ence in Asaba while reacting to speculations
that former governor of the state, Chief
James Ibori, was secretly working against
Okowa’s chances to be Atiku’s running
mate.He dismissed this as rumour and
handiwork of fifth columnists.

Aniagwu said, “the governor has
contributed to the growth of the PDP, he
doesn’t boast about it because as a member
of the party he has the responsibility to
do that.

“You also know how many times the
party brought him in to assist in conduct-
ing primaries. I am not aware if there is
anybody who is bringing any roadblock,
if there is anybody who is going to block
Okowa, I think it should be God.

“And the last time I checked I don’t
think he has offended God for God to
take that decision against him.

“So we are on course, I don’t think
there is any problem between Okowa
and Ibori, these are persons who have
worked together very closely. And Okowa
has continued to respect our leader, Chief
James Ibori. I have not heard Ibori speak
evil of Okowa neither have I heard my
boss speak badly of Ibori.”

‘Why | quit presidential race’

Activist Engineer Esanerovo Trin-
ity Agbodo who was running as an
independent candidate for the 2023
presidential election has withdrawn
from the race.

In a statement entitled, " WITHDRAWAL
FROM THE 2023 PRESIDENTIAL RACE
IN PROTEST, he said:

“Nigeria’s elections process promotes
corruption. I don’t want to be a corrupt
President. NIGERIA BY SHAREHOLD-
ING campaign continues.

“INEC should peg fees for nomina-
tion forms in future elections. EFCC
should investigate and arrest culprits
in delegates alleged bribery.

“I thank all Nigerians and friends of
Nigeria that have been pouring messages
of support for my presidential ambition
since I declared my intention to run for
the topmost political position.

But based on my assessment of the
tasks ahead and the undulating com-
plications of our electoral processes, I
have decided to withdraw and want to
present my observations and contribu-
tions to make electoral matters better
in the future.”

He added: “I wish to inform all my
teaming supporters that I, Citizen ES-
ANEROVO AGBODO, have resolved after
due consultations to withdraw from the
2023 presidential race in protest against
the high fees of obtaining nomination
forms and the burden of election costs
on aspirants and candidates.

“In as much as I could have been able
to obtain the form in a political party
I have pitched my tent in my capacity
and with the support of well-wishers, I
decided to step down my ambition to

make the point very clear that, with the
current process of elections in Nigeria,
corruption will continue to thrive either
openly or clandestinely.

“For instance, how can we explain
the rationale behind political parties
making a Presidential aspirant to
obtain a nomination form at a fee of
100 million naira and the aspirant will
still go across the country from state
to state to consult with delegates, and
like what we heard with thousands of
dollars offered to delegates as bribes,
win the primary election ticket of the
party, and move on to mobilize and
even borrow funds to prosecute the
general election campaign and perhaps
win the election. Then when he or she
becomes president, we will expect him
to tell those he borrowed money from
to wait patiently while he pays back
with his meager salary and allowances
over the next four years. This procedure
cuts across almost all political parties
and all political offices from House
Assembly to Presidency.

“Even if I kowtow to the argument in
some quarters that the high fees were
to streamline the number of aspirants,
political parties can adopt other methods
like looking at the convictions and ideas
of aspirants through a one- page docu-
ment to distinguish between serious
aspirants and jokers.

“President Barrack Obama and other
United States Presidents did not emerge
by how deep their pockets were but
by the ideas they promoted. We need
to change the way we do things in
Nigeria if we are really serious with

developing ourselves and curbing
youth unemployment, militancy and
other vices.

“The truth is that with the way election
processes are structured today, it will
be very difficult to win the war against
corruption and poverty may continue
to ravage our land, God forbid. Poverty
is in the root of all the crises in Nigeria.
Unless all hands are on the deck to
combat poverty, our development as
a nation will be hindered.

“Therefore, I am withdrawing from the
Presidential race because I insist that the
fees for nomination forms across most
of the political parties are very high and
are already inducing corruption in the
future. Unless the federal government
through INEC reviews the process and
peg nomination fees for political parties
to reasonable amounts for different
offices in the future, corruption may
continue unabated in Nigeria and all
the efforts of our EFCC will be seen
to be hypocritical.

“Until this moment, EFCC has not
made any arrest irrespective of all we
heard that money in hard currencies
changed hands during the primaries
elections of political parties.

“If we must build a greater nation, we
must change our strategy because if we
keep doing the same thing in the same
old way that has fuelled corruption,
then the system will continue to lament
youth unemployment, lack of requisite
infrastructure and the rest.

“My withdrawal from the race has
only given me more time to ruminate
on Nigeria’s challenges to bring lasting
solutions to them. I and my support-

%

Engineer Esanerovo Trinity Agbodo

ers are however working on other
options to continue our programmes
especially in promoting the NIGERIA BY
SHAREHOLDING under which every
Nigerian will be a registered shareholder
in a National Company and monies
paid to them as Nigeria earns income.
We will come out with details of this
programme soon and reach all political
parties with the blueprint for possible
endorsement from 2023.

“We will also continue to explore
other opportunities either from the
non-governmental approach or from
collaboration with government institutions
and international agencies to continue
to serve our country with innovative
ideas for the betterment of everyone.

“If you want to join our quest for a
new Nigeria, contact us on 08075504012
(WhatsApp) or eagbodo@gmail.com to
be updated on our strategies.

God bless the Federal Republic of
Nigeria.l LOVE YOU ALL.”
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EFCCtodeepen synergy W|th NYSCin Borno, Sokoto

By PAUL MICHAEL, DEFENCE EDITOR, ABUJA

aiduguri Zonal Commander
Mof the Economic and Financial

Crimes Commission (EFCC),
Shuaibu Umar, has reiterated the resolve
of the Commission to deepen the existing
relationship, collaboration, and synergy
with the National Youth Service Corps
(NYSC) in the fight against graft.

He said this on Tuesday during a
courtesy visit to the Borno State Co-
ordinator of the NYSC, at the Federal
Secretariat, Maiduguri.

Assistant Commander EFCC (Ii) Umar,
accompanied on the visit by Jonson
Ojogbane, Deputy Director, Legal and
Prosecution, said his presence was aimed
at strengthening the existing relationships
and synergy with the NYSC.

He said: “The sensitization activities
carried out by the NYSC/EFCC Anti-
corruption Community Development
Group in secondary schools, market
places, religious institutions and Anti-
corruption Road Walk Campaigns is
a welcome development and there

is the need for proper re-orientation
amongst the youth to check the get
rich syndrome.”

ACE II Umar stressed that fighting
corruption is not the work of the EFCC
alone, adding that all hands must be on
deck in order to achieve the mandate
of the Commission of ridding Nigeria
of all economic and financial crimes.

State Coordinator Nura Umar promised
to ensure that the EFCC achieved its
mandate through continued collaboration.

In a related development, the Ag.
Commander, Sokoto Zonal Command
of the

EFCC, ACE Aliyu Yunusa has also
called for enhanced cooperation and
collaboration between the EFCC and
the NYSC in fighting economic and
financial crimes.

Yunusa made the call during a working
visit to the NYSC State Secretariat today
Tuesday, 7th June, 2022.

According to the Ag. Commander, “the
NYSC has been and remains a critical
partner to the EFCC in the execution
of its mandate of ridding Nigeria of
economic and financial crimes.

“Since the EFCC cannot fight these
twin monsters alone, the NYSC whenever
called upon has made available a steady
supply of educated young men and
women with the desire to serve this
country wholeheartedly.”

The Sokoto State NYSC Coordinator,
Muhammad Nakamba while responding
assured the EFCC of the Corp’s readiness
to continue to partner with the EFCC
in the fight against corruption.

ICPC, NSCDC partner to fight corruption

By PAUL MICHAEL, ABUJA

Commandant, Nigeria Security and Civil
Defense Corps (NSCDC), Enugu State,
Mr E V Afrika, has expressed the corps’
readiness to partner with the Independent
Corrupt Practices and Other Related
Offences Commission (ICPC) in the
fight against graft and related offences.

He made the declaration when the
newly deployed Resident Anti-Corruption
Commissioner (RACC) of ICPC, Enugu
State Office, Mr Kennedy Ebhotemen,
paid a courtesy visit to the command.

Commending the ICPC team for the
visit, he emphasized the importance of

joining forces together to tackle the menace
of corruption and corrupt practices in
all ramifications.
The Commandant further stated that
the command was always open to giving
the Commission any technical assistance,
particularly in the areas of training.
Earlier, in his remark, the Enugu State
Office RACC thanked the Commandant
for the timely response to the Commis-
sion’s request to pay the courtesy call.
While speaking on the tripartite
mandate of enforcement, prevention,
public education, and enlightenment as
contained in section 6 (a-f) of the ICPC
Act 2000, Mr Ebhotemen highlighted

some of the achievements recorded by
the Commission under the present Board.

He emphasized the need for both
organizations to work together, especially
in the areas of information gathering and
intelligence sharing and the adoption
of new techniques in the fight against
corruption and all other forms of crimes
in the state.

Ebhotemen solicited the cooperation of
the Commandant and his men to support
the Commission, majorly in the areas
of provision of NSCDC armed men to
provide security cover for personnel and
facilities of the Commission, training, and
other operations of ICPC in the state.

ICAN disowns suspended Accountant-General

By PAUL MICHAEL, ABUJA

Institute of Chartered Accountants of
Nigeria has said that it cannot sanction
the suspended Accountant General of
the Federation, Ahmed Idris, over his
alleged involvement in an N174bn fraud,
saying he is not a member of the body.

This was contained in a statement by
the Institute on Monday while responding
to a letter written by the Human and
Environmental Development Agenda
(HEDA) asking ICAN to investigate
and sanction Idris who is being probed
by the Economic and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC).

HEDA had called on ICAN to subject

Ahmed Idris

Ahmed to the Institute’s Disciplinary
Tribunal for thorough investigation
and sanction.

Responding to the letter, the Registrar/
Chief Executive Officer of ICAN, Prof
Ahmed Kumshe, said that the Institute
cannot sanction Ahmed because he was
not a member of ICAN.

“The attention of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of Nigeria has
been drawn to some publications in
the media where a group known as
Human & Environmental Development
Agenda is asking ICAN to investigate
and sanction the erstwhile Accountant-
General of the Federation being probed

Prof Ahmed Kumshe

by the Economic and Financial Crimes
Commission for corruption.

“We wish to inform the organisation
and the general public that the former
Accountant-General, Alhaji Ahmed Idris,
is not a member of ICAN and therefore
cannot be investigated and sanctioned
by ICAN.

“Our act only allows us to regulate
and discipline our members when
they err at our Investigating Panel or
Disciplinary Tribunal as the case may
be,” he said.

Three days after his arrest, Idris was
suspended by the Minister of Finance,
Budget and National Planning, Zainab
Ahmed, to allow for a seamless inves-
tigation.

The Federal Government also ap-
pointed Anamekwe Nwabuoku to oversee
the Office Accountant-General of the
Federation in the interim.

However, the EFCC has released Idris
on bail pending further investigations.

A former Governor of Zamfara State,
Abdul’Aziz Yari, has also been arrested
over the alleged scam.

The Accountant-General of the Federa-
tion is the administrative head of the
treasury of the country and is saddled
with the responsibility of managing
receipts and payments on behalf of
the country.

Varsity dismisses two profs
over sex-for-marks saga
By PAUL MICHAEL, ABUJA

University of Abuja has announced that the
dismissal of two professors over alleged sexual
harassment of female students.

Its vice-chancellor, Prof Abdul-Rasheed
Na-Allah, who disclosed this in an interview
with Journalists in New York, United States
of America disclosed that it had introduced
a policy on sex abuse on campus which had
been published.

Na-Allah, on the two-day visit, to meet with
the University of Abuja Alumni Association,
USA chapter, to solicit support for the institution,
stated that female students in the university
need to be protected against sexual harassment,
hence, the policy by the University.

He further said the institution is committed
to high moral standards, stressing that it will
not tolerate any act of misconduct perpetrated
by its staff against students.

Prof Na-Allah said, “I have dismissed two
professors since I became the vice-chancellor.
It tells you how we are serious about the
issue of sexual harassment.

“We are collaborating with some Non-
Governmental Organisations (NGOs) to ensure
that it is not only UniAbuja that is addressing
this issue, but we have a strong partnership.

“We cannot allow the lives of our students
to be destroyed, most of the abuses destroy
the lives and destinies of their victims.”

The VC noted that the university is currently
investigating the activities of lecturers who
are abusing female students

EFCC, Law School partner to revive
Economic Crimes Law Report

©® NGO calls for collaboration with anti-graft agency
By PAUL MICHAEL, ABUJA

Economic and Financial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) and the Nigeria Law School have
brokered a fresh partnership. It is aimed
at reviving the journal, Economic Crimes
Law Report.

A statement by the spokesperson of
the anti-graft agency, Wilson Uwujaren,
said the Executive Chairman of the EFCC,
Abdulrasheed Bawa made the proposal to a
delegation from Nigeria Law School led by
the Director General, Professor Isah Hayatu
Chiroma.

“Executive Chairman of the EFCC, Ab-
dulrasheed Bawa hinted at this new-fangled
initiative on Monday, June 6, 2022, when
a delegation from the Nigeria Law School,
led by its Director General, Professor Isah
Hayatu Chiroma, SAN, paid him a Courtesy
Visit at the EFCC’s corporate headquarters
in Abuja,” Uwujaren said.

He further stated that the EFCC boss noted
that the agency has been instrumental to the
development of law in Nigeria and wants
the two institutions to partner to achieve
more positive strides.

Bawa was quoted to have said, “I am
not aware of any institution of government
that has contributed to the development of
law in Nigeria in the last fifteen years (15)
other than the EFCC. Last year alone, we
secured two thousand, two hundred and
twenty convictions (2,220), and this year,
we have on record more than one thousand
five hundred convictions thus far.”

Earlier, Prof Chiroma expressed appreciation
to the EFCC for reposing confidence in the Law
School in the area of documenting economic
and financial crimes cases. He commended
the EFCC for its record of convictions and
sought more commitments to “training and
retraining of staff”.
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Tragic killings across the country

igeria is on the edge of

a dangerous precipice

occasioned by a surge in

tragic and wanton killings

in the land. Killing of in-

nocent persons across the
country has become the norm rather than
the exception. The most recent is that of a
pregnant mother Hariri Jubril and her four
little children in Anambra State. Two weeks
before, Deborah Yakubu was set ablaze by
some of her College of Education classmates
in Sokoto. These incidents left the nation in
shock. ‘Shock’ is the wrong word. We are
no longer “shocked” at the news of killings.
We are merely “troubled” or “disturbed”
or, worse, “nonchalant”. Sadly, we quickly
recover from these emotions and carry on
with our lives. This may seem trivial. It is
not. It is a big tragedy — we are losing our
basic humanity or humaneness. And the
federal government appears overwhelmed!

How did we descend into such barbar-
ity? How human are we when we shrug
our shoulders at the news of a girl being
burnt alive by her own classmates? How
human are we when we sleep normally
at night after seeing a video of a woman
and her fiancé having their heads chopped
off while still alive? How human are we
if we can continue to enjoy our meal after
seeing the corpses of a woman and her
four little children slain in the street for
the crime of being different? How do gloss
over the deaths of scores of people in a
Boko Haram attack? Is Mr. President able
to sleep with so much blood being shed
in the land under his watch?

The deaths of fellow Nigerians, our own
brothers, and sisters, have become noth-
ing but numbers — 30 people killed here,
12 people killed there. We have lost our
humanity, and we are out of touch with
what it means to be human. The English
poet Matthew Arnold (1822-1888) believed
that there was a beast in every one of us
that needed to be tamed if society were to
attain civilisation. Unfortunately, the beast

in all of us is threatening to take over the
souls of Nigerians. The mark of this beast
is not 666. It is lack of empathy, sympathy,
fellow feeling, and goodwill. Its mark is
a totally anaesthetised attitude towards
horror and terror. This beast looks upon the
death of a fellow human being with indif-
ference. It makes the appropriate “noises”
such as “oh no!”, “how unfortunate” and,
for perhaps a few days, “justice must be
served!”. Its “duty” done, the beast goes
on as usual. This is what we have become.
Beasts. This is the tragedy of Nigeria. The
killers themselves are unusual — they are
the greater beasts. They maim and deface
or burn the corpses — an indication that
the anger levels are too high.

It is not only the Nigerian citizen who
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has become anaesthetised to tragedy. It is
the Nigerian system in its entirety. Nigeria
has become a failed state. When systems of
government fail, the citizens rebel. It leads
to anomie, anarchy, and general lawless-
ness. Our politicians carry on with their
campaigns as though Nigerians are not
dying daily. In fact they use these deaths
to promote themselves, promising to end
it all if they are elected. In the meantime
they have surrounded themselves with
police and armed personnel while ordinary
Nigerians sleep with only one eye closed.

The government must rise to its obliga-
tions and address the dehumanization of
Nigerians and the endless killings. The
government should seriously consider allow
the establishment of State Police. The federal
security forces are overwhelmed and often
are not familiar with the terrain to which
they are posted. State police would be at
home on their turf since they are from the
same area. They will be far more efficient
at identifying criminals and perpetrators of
violence. They would also have the added
advantage of familiarity — local people will
feel freer with them and would be more
forthcoming with information.

The government should call on religious
and community leaders to emphasize the
sanctity of human life and the importance
of peace, unity, brotherhood, and good
neighbourliness. The government should
involve traditional and religious leaders
in forming vigilante groups that would
be responsible for fishing out criminals
and handing them over to the authorities.

Finally, the judiciary needs to get serious.
It must show that it is impartial and will
not allow any crime to go unpunished.
Extra-judicial killings happen as a con-
sequence of a failed judiciary. In Nigeria
justice is given only to the highest bidder.
The judiciary needs to restore the faith
of Nigerians in the system. The current
situation where everybody is a law unto
himself has got to end. Nigeria deserves
better.
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Edging towards the precipice

igeria is edging towards the
N};grecipice. %?eglong history

of scant regards for the
rules of engagement has caught
up with us. There is loss of faith
in the ability of Nigeria to protect
its citizens. There is despair. There
is frustration. The managers of the
federation take steps daily, carry
out actions which threaten the
existence of the country. Ensconced
in the opulence of filthy power,
they do not feel the pulse of the
nation. If they do, they do not
show it. Individuals have become
more powerful than the country.
Self help has become the order
of the cﬁl . The brutish state of
nature Wf‘,liCh we escaped from
is here.

Those who are in power are
helping themselves with the
national cake before the house
crumbles. The anti-corruption man-
tra of the incumbent government is
a joke. The party primaries offend
our sense of collective dignity.
The people are angry with the
politicians in Abuja and the State
capitals. But there is nothing they
can do. They will still vote for
the clowns in 2023! Some have
taken their share of the national
delegates at the party primaries.
They have sold their conscience!

Religion and politics have
mixed to destroy the country.
There is lip service to the ide-
als of religion. Religion has not
defined life in daily encounter
with reality. But it has become
an ego bank. A fence. A wall. A
protectorate which is conveniently
deployed to stress difference. It
has not stopped stealing. It has
not stopped corruption. With State

funds, men can build Mosques
and churches. The religions preach
against stealing. Yet adherents
steal funds to feed religion. It
is odious. It is a contradiction.
Looting the treasury is a dent
on character. These characters
go to the Mos%ue on Fridays, to
the church on Sundays, visit the
Holy Lands on pilgrimage. Yet,
when a man as much as criticize
their proclaimed religion, they are
pr%zared to kill.

e young man who boasted
on social media that he murdered
Deborah Yakubu played a script,
written by the powerful men in
the corridors of power. Disobe
the tenets of the religion. But kill
the next man who utters a word
against what they hold sacred.
It is barbaric. It is destructive. It
is atavistic. Yet, governance, if it
qualifies to be so called, is all about
blasphemy against the morals and
ideals of the great religions. This
is a paradox that the leadership
class luxuriates in. Thus, we have
no reports of men who reject
eating the stolen pie on account
of religion. That is a no-go area.
Paradise is preached. Paradise is
believed. But the paradise of here
and now created from pilfered
funds at the expense of the lives
of God’s own children is more
attractive!

The federal government pro-
motes a dangerous narrative. It
proclaims a federation in words.
But it practices oligarchy of a sort.
This oligarchic disposition is woven
into ethnic statis. Power belongs to
us. There is a veneer of population
advantage. But anyone who has
lived in the north wonders where

the huge population figures come
from. %he}:) B};itish Whog;romoted
the ascendancy of the north in
governance helped to create the
myth of superior population. The
successor government sustained
the myth. But within the vaunted
superior population is the existence
of a minority group. This group
has seized power. Ruthless in

ower acquisition, they are yet to
earn how to deploy power to the
development and growth of their
own people. What is power for if
it cannot change the circumstances
of the people?

We are on the precipice, the edge
of it. The journey to doom started
long ago. Through wrong-headed
economic and political policies,
the rulers started the decimation
of Nigeria. If the people had their
way now, they would dissolve
Nigeria. Perhaps what has some-
what held the nation together is
the reluctance of state officials in
aggrieved regions and areas to
take on the federal government
as Emeka Ojukwu did in 1967.
Non-state actors have filled the
vacuum. These non-state actors
hold the elected and selected state
officials in great contempt. In the
north, Boko Haram, bandits, and
Islamic terrorists terrify state of-
ficials. In the southeast, non-state
actors control the first day of the
week. The South-south once held
in the jugular by militants is the
only region free of control by
non-state actors. Indeed, there
is no guarantee that if another
rebellion of the Ojukwu shade
were to start today, there would
be no national consensus for the
rest of the federation to bring back
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the rebellious region. There is
too much disenchantment with
the terms of the federal union.
Away to your tents is on the lips
of most southerners, in and out
of government. Who will bell the
cat, appears to be the restraining
factor?

Before the civil war of 1967, there
was a dingdong between state
actors and t%\e feferal government.
But there was a patchwork going
on. The back of the camel got
broken after the coup and coun-
tercoup. It was a turning point.
The centre could not hold. The
arrogance which Abuja currently
displays, the attempt to seize power
in the north, to jettison rotation
of power between the two main
regions which patently suggests a
rotation between practitioners of
the two rival religions, is a threat
to peace. To retain power in the
north in 2023 is the equivalent of
a coup against the people of the
south. Through bulldozing and
intimidating methods, the north
could hold on to power. But the
seed of splitting the nation along
regional lines is going deeper and
deeper into the soil of time. Let
us not allow the heat in the na-

tion to reach breakpoint. No one
will have a tea party if there is
a conflagration.

It takes no rocket science to
surmise that we do not have an
Army that can overrun Nigeria
if there is widespread rebellion.
Pushed to the wall, the people
will have no choice but to go into
ma{’liyrdom. It is not the way we
should go. Yet, if we continue along
the current path, the day of an
implosion is just a matter of time.
It will be inevitable.

So it was that a car that was
parked by tourists in a park was
swarmed by a troop of monkeys.
They took control of the car and
chased away the real owners. But
they could not drive the car. A
man who seizes power anywhere
and fails to use it for the bet-
terment of the people who are
the ultimate owner of power is
like the monkeys in the anecdote.
Except we put the national car on
reverse and stop the descent into
anarchy, the conflagration of 1967
to 1970 would be a party of jollof
rice and fried chicken!

* Professor Eghagha is a member
of The Trumpet’s Editorial Board
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ecently, Mr. Peter Gregory
Rgbi, former governor of
nambra State, emerged

as the presidential flag bearer of
the Labour Party. Since the news
broke out, many people, especially
the youths, have celebrated the
development. According to them,
there is hope for Nigeria after all.
Before Peter Obi’s emergence, it
was difficult, almost impossible to
behold Nigeria’s political firmament
and stick out a neck for any party
or politician. This is because the two
leading political parties APC and PDP
are birds of a feather, the same party
thinly separated by nomenclature.
It is hard to see any member of
the PDP who has not at one time
or another been a member of the
APC and vice versa. PDP politicians
who almost erased Nigeria from
the world map through avaricious
embezzlement of public funds for
sixteen years immediately crossed
over to APC where their sins were
forgiven. Under PDP’s sixteen years
of éovernance, Nigeria consistently
suffered a financial and economic

of Peter Obi

haemorrhage. When APC took over,
the trend continued and most actors
during the PDP era immediately
crossed over to the APC where they
were welcomed with open arms. The
law of homogenous attraction is real.
Nigerians cried to God of the heavens
for a saviour, one who will redefine
the moral canvas of our chequered
polity. Then Peter Obi and Yemi
Osinbajo emerged. Nigerians agreed
that the two men are the best the
country could offer. However, they
were irredeemably smeared by the

olitical parties they belongedy to. I

ave argued that even if a messiah
emerges in Nigeria, as long as that
messiah belongs to APC or PDP, his
efforts will be tainted by the foul
political culture of both parties. Peter
Obi couldn’t achieve anything or
convince anyone about anything
positive in Nigeria as a member of
the PDP. Yemi Osinbajo can’t claim
to redeem Nigeria as a member of
the APC. PDP and APC cannot save
Nigeria. Both parties drink from a
common trough of retrogression,
corruption, and economic backward-

ness. By a stroke of divinity, Peter
Obi left PDP and joined the Labour
Party, a relatively unknown party
to the masses.

Althouigh the Labour Party has its
internal challenges, it is g)oised to
become an instrument of divinity.
With Peter Obi, there is going to
be a change of narrative in Nigeria.
He is rightly positioned to deliver
Nigeria from the hands of wicked men
who have strangulated the country
for many years. These men have
used the youths as thugs instead
of providing jobs for them. These
men have continuously plundered
the exchequer, stealing humongous
amounts of money. These men
have enabled terrorism for their
selfish ends, amassing wealth to
confounding levels while the poor
working masses suffered untold
hardship. These wicked men have
taken Nigeria away from the original
owners - the workers, students,
and salary earners handing the
country over to thieving, economic
predators. While their children school
abroad, they ensure that Nigerian
universities are shut down. While
they visit foreign lands for medical
attention, they ensure that our local
hospitals are i]l—equjpgaed. While the
invest millions of dollars abroad,
they ensure that our naira is almost
useless and having grounded the
naira, they resort to spending Dollars
and Pounds. For ﬁow long will
this continue?

As long as Peter Obi remained in
PDP, it would have been impossible
to ascribe any shade of responsibility
to him because the PDP is antitheti-
cal to any positive complexion of
governance. So it was through
divine intervention that he joined

the Labour Party. I believe Peter
Obi not because of his ethnic origin,
absolutely no. There are other Igbo
presidential aspirants whose intentions
to be president can be described as
a sacrilege to the Nigerian polity.
Peter Obi is in a different class. With
him, it is time to rescue Nigeria from
ﬁoliﬁcal atavism, wicked men who
ave deliberately submerged the
country’s potential over the ?zears.
Although the APC is yet to hold their
imaries, what ha ed durin:
the PDP primaries will repeat itselt
even on a higher scale. Money will
be spent, delegates will be bought
and when these kinds of people
emerge as leaders, the tragedy of
our coun‘rrz will graduate to new
heights. Take a good look at all the
presidential aspirants in APC and you
will have a good laugh. These men
are jokers, those who have serially
bludgeoned the common people and
tired of crippling the future of Niéneﬂan
gouths, they are motivated to finally
ury it. It violates the sensibilities
that APC is aspiring to lead Nigeria
again after the horror of the last seven
years. Nigerians should at this point
disobey that Biblical injunction which
encourages us to turn the next cheek
to our adversary for another slap. No,
we will never turn the next cheek
for APC to slap us again because
we may not survive it.
Peter Obi’s emergence is a clarion
call for all the millions of deprived,
denied youths in the country to take
back their land. All the university
lecturers, common peoﬂgle, workers,
the unemdployed and the averagely
employed, destiny beckons on us
all to take back our country from
those who only wish us dead. Let
us support Peter Obi to revive our

country’s ailing economy. The spirit
of #endsars must be revived to rescue
our country from pervasive, wicked
and desperate men who have nothing
to offer the new generation. To the
millions of youths in Nigeria, it is
time to retire insatiable gluttons who
will continue to steal our money even
after stealing so much as Presidents,
Vice-Presidents, Governors, Ministers,
and sundry public officers. Nigeria
deserves a new start. This is the
right time.

Some people have argued that
Labour Party and Peter Obi do not
have structures. Divine intervention
does not respect such mundane
considerations of men. The Peter
Obi movement is beyond him. The
young man represents a phenomenon
whose time has come. Ethnic jingo-
ists should please stay aloof. Today,
the Hausa/Fulani man beheads and
kills his brother. The Yoruba man
kidnaps and kills his brother. The Igbo
man beheads and kills his brother.
Those who steal our money plunge
all ethnicities into hardship. Let us
rise above ethnic considerations and
take back our country. When #endsars
happened, even the government
did not understand what was
going on. Many of the politicians
today aspiring to be president ran
away or supported the shooting
of innocent youths. The time of
reckoning has come. If Nigeria
misses this opportunity it will be
‘to your tenths Oh Nigerians’. The
true change we all desire is here.
Peter Obi is here to reign. Welcome
to a New Nigeria and welcome to
the reign of Peter Obi.

*Dr Promise Adiele is a member
of The Trumpet Editorial Board
Promee01@yahoo.com
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Violent crimes threat to Nigeria's survival, says CJN

M Seeks speedy trial of terrorism,

By PAUL MICHAEL,
Defence Editor, Abuja

hief Justice
of Nigeria
(CIN) Ibrahim

Muhammad, has

said the increase
in violent crimes such as
terrorism and banditry poses
as a threat to the survival of the
country.

He said this at the opening
ceremony of a workshop
for officers at the National
Judicial Institute (NJI) in Abuja.
The level of insecurity in the
country not only exposes the

olity's  unpreparedness
but also hobbles economic
development and
improvement in the country’s
human development.

The CJN further noted that
the effect of terrorist-related
activities, such as destruction
of lives, public infrastructure,
private and entrepreneurial
investments has continued
to project Nigeria as an

unsuitable  destination ~ for
foreign investments.

He said, “My lords,
distinguished ~ participants,
ladies and gentlemen, we are
all living witnesses to the fact
that terrorism obscures every
aspect of economic, social,
cultural and political life, it
brings instability and disrupts
peace and coexistence in the
society.

“In the light of the above,
we cannot ignore this threat
or wish it away. Preventing
domestic  terrorism  and
reducing the factors that fuel
it, demand a multifaceted
response from the three arms
of government.”

While addressing Judges,
Justice Muhammad advocated
for the need to speedily
determine  terrorism-related
cases, saying that such trial
must be fair and based on
specific evidence.

“You must ensure that the
investigation and prosecution
of terrorism-related criminal

CJN Tanko

cases, including ‘of incitement
to and ‘recruitment for
terrorism’, should be based on
specific evidence, guarantee
due process and fair trials.

“To this end, it is the duty of
Judicial Officers to ensure these
matters are dispensed within
line with the rule of law,” he
said.

banditry suspects

Meanwhile, in his welcome
address, Administrator of the
NJL, Justice Salisu Abdullahi,
said the theme of the
workshop, “Law and National
Security: The Role of the
Judiciary”, sought to reinforce
the need for judicial officers
and law enforcement agencies
to understand the dynamism

of the laws on national security.

He said, “My lords, we can
all agree that terrorism and
other related violent crimes is
an aberration and a threat to
peace, security and economic
prosperity of any nation.

“No doubt, it leads to influx
of refugees and a surge in terms
of internally displaced persons;
it creates instability, restrictions
on human rights and indeed, a
hindrance to social, economic
and political development.

“In the light of the foregoing
and without prejudice to
the complexity involved in
adjudicating matters of national
security, I want to urge other
stakeholders in the fight against
terrorism to be responsive and
proactive in order to accelerate
and ensure swift trial of suspects
within reasonable time.”

Participants at the workshop
were judges that were drawn
from various Divisions of the
Federal High Court and Court
of Appeal.

IGP deploys experts for full-scale investigation of Owo terror attack

By PAUL MICHAEL,
Defence Editor, Abuja

Inspector ~ General  of
Police (IGP Usman Alkali
Baba) has ordered a full-scale
investigation that can lead to
the arrest of criminals who
attacked St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Church, Owaluwa
in Owo, Ondo State during
a service on Sunday, killing
scores of innocent worshippers.

Force  Public  Relations
Officer, CSP  Olumuyiwa
Adejobi, in a press statement
said the IGP has deployed
specialized ~ operatives  of
the  Explosive  Ordnance
Devices - Chemical Biological

®Police recover unexploded [EDs

Radiological ~and  Nuclear
Explosives ~ (EOD-CBRNE),
police experts, and other
tactical units from the Force
Headquarters commerce a
comprehensive  investigation
for immediate arrest of the
perpetrators.

The statement said: “The
gunmen, from preliminary
investigations, invaded
the church with arms and
materials suspected to be
explosives. Police Investigators
who were part of the First
Responders deployed to the
scene have recovered pellets of

expended AK-47 ammunition
while the Explosive Ordnance
Devices-Chemical ~ Biological
Radiological ~and  Nuclear
Explosives (EOD-CBRNE)
unit confirmed the use of
Explosives as fragments of the
IEDs used were found and
after thorough sweeping of the
scene, 3 unexploded IEDs were
recovered at the scene of the
incident.

“Further investigations
revealed that some of
the gunmen disguised as
congregants, ~while  other
armed men who had

positioned themselves around
the church premises from
different directions, fired into
the church. The assailants
fled the scene using a Nissan
Sunny car with Reg No. AKR
895 AG which was snatched
from the owner, and escaped
through Owo/Ute road. The
vehicle has been recovered
while the owner of the vehicle
is currently assisting the Police
in its investigations.

“The IGP has ordered full-
scale investigations into the
incident in order to bring
to book the perpetrators of
the gruesome killing of the
worshippers at the church.
The IGP has further ordered

the deployment of specialized
operatives of the Police EOD-
CBRNE, police experts, and
other tactical units from the
Force Headquarters for a
comprehensive  investigation,
and for immediate interception
of the Villians.”

According to the statement,
the IGP condoled with the
Ondo State  Government,
family members, relatives and
friends of the victims who lost
their lives.

Baba equally assured that
the killers would be made to
face the full wrath of the law,
while the police will emplace
strategies to forestall similar
occurrences in the future.

AlG decorates Zone 10 PPRO, other promoted senior officers in Sokoto

By PAUL MICHAEL,
Defence Editor, Abuja

Assistant Inspector General
of Police Zone 10 Headquarters
Sokoto, AIG Bello Sani
Dalijan, has decorated some
senior officers promoted by
the Inspector-General (IGP)
Usman Alkali Baba.

To enhance smooth
operations, the IGP -earlier
approved the promotion of
some officers nationwide.

Public Relations Officer of
Zone 10, DSP Adamu Abbas, in
a statement, said the AIG Zone
10 decorated about 15 senior
officers who were promoted.

“Th  Assistant Inspector
General of Police Zone 10
Headquarters Sokoto AIG
Bello Sani DALIJAN psc
(+), while decorating the
newly promoted  officers,
congratulated ~ them  and
charged them to live up to the

tasking responsibilities of their
new ranks.

“The AIG Zone 10
Headquarters ~ Bello  Sani
DALIJAN psc (+) was assisted

by the DC Operations
Decompol Maxwell
Olatokunbo, ~ Acpol ~ DFA

Zone 10 Acp Ibrahim Bawa
psc, Acpol Ops Zone 10
Acp JH Anga and all other
senior officers of the Zone

in decorating the newly
promoted officers.
“About Fifteen (15)

officers were decorated with
their new ranks: 3 Deputy
Superintendent  of  Police
(DSP), 1 Confirmed Assistant
Superintendent of Police (ASP
1), 11 Inspectors promoted to
Assistant Superintendent of
Police (ASP 11).

“Those decorated include:
DSP ADAMU ABBAS the
Zone 10 Police Public Relations
Officer, DSP Abubakar Jimo,

Admin Officer SPU Base 10,
and DSP Aliyu Wasagu,” said
the spokesperson.

In his vote of thanks, Zone
10 PPRO on behalf of the newly
promoted officers thanked the
Inspector General Police (IGP)

for approving their promotion.
He equally thanked the AIG
Zone 10 Headquarters and
members of his management
team for the wonderful
decoration  ceremony  and
advice.

He assured the Zonal
Command and the Police
that the newly promoted and
decorated  officers  would
to live up to their requisite
responsibilities with regard to
their new ranks.

Police say conspiracy of silence dead in Anambra, laud journalists

By PAUL MICHAEL,
Defence Editor, Abuja

Anambra Police Command
has said the conspiracy of
silence that made it difficult
for officers to get enough
intelligence reports to track
activities of criminals in the
state has died.

The Command commended
journalists for always reporting
security situations in the state,
saying it has made the work of
personnel much easier.

Briefing journalists at Police
headquarters, Amawbia,

the Command spokesman,
Tochukwu Ikenga, a Deputy
Superintendent of Police (DSP)
said that in the past one week
the Command in conjunction
with other security agencies
have made inroads in crime
bursting.

He said, “For example,
on Sunday June 5 the police
received report of a kidnap at
Oko and within 30 minutes
another report of kidnap was
received from Ekwulobia.

“Immediately, a combined
operation went to work and
rescued four of the victims.

“The operational vehicle
of the kidnappers was also
recovered.

“Based on intelligence
report the police arrested the
kidnapper, simply known

as Emeka and rescued the
kidnapped victim in Neni in
Anaocha local council area
after storming the location.
“On interrogation, Ikenga
continued, Eneka confessed to
the crime and led detectives
to the gang’s hide out in Oba
in Idemili South Local council
where detectives engaged the
gangsters in a shootout.”

Police step
up security
nationwide

By ALEX OLISE, Defence
and Crime Correspondent

There is fresh tension
across the Southern part
of Nigeria following last
Sunday’s terrorist attack
carried out inside a Catholic
Church in Owo, Ondo State
where no fewer than fifty (50)
worshipers were murdered in
broad daylight.

The fear followed
intelligence reports fromlocals
and top security agencies that
unknown gunmen believed
to be foreign terrorists have
gained entry into Nigeria
through the porous borders
at a time when the country
is still grappling with many
challenges, especially in the
North-East and South-East of
the Country.

Following  the  Owo
attack, Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Usman Alkali
Baba directed all Assistant
Inspectors General (AIGs) and
the 36 States Commissioners
of Police to step up their
security architecture across
the nooks and crannies of
their various using proactive
measures to forestall possible
terrorist attacks.

The Trumpet gathered
from top Police sources that
in line with the IGP directives
which was contained in a
signal, all the top officers met
on Monday at their various
command in a tight security
meeting to reveal what
happened in Owo, Ondo State
and plan a new strategy to
forestall attacks by terrorists
who are bent on unleashing
terror on targeted places in
the Country.

Already the Anti-bomb unit
of the Force has been directed
to expand its operations
across the Country. The unit
discovered some explosive
devices in the recent attack on
a Catholic Church in Owo.

The high command has
also advised the management
of Churches, Mosques, and
other strategic places to take
their security seriously by
demanding such from their
various commands when
they suspect any unknown
faces or move around their
locations.

It could be recalled that the
Department of State Security
(DSS) had raised the alarm last
month over a plot by terrorist
groups to renew attacks on
target places like Churches,
Mosques, and critical
government Infrastructures,
among others.

According to a top security
source who spoke with
The Trumpet, “We always
received intelligence reports
but sometimes we look down
on them that is where we as
security agencies are having
problems.”
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Afreximbank, Titan Trust Bank sign $300m deal to support traders with $3b

By EDU ABADE, Business Editor

itan Trust Bank (TTB)
I has obtained $300 million
from the African Export
Import Bank (Afreximbank) to
acquire Union Bank of Nigeria
(UBN). It is a financial backing
that will see Titan Trust Bank
leveraging the acquisition to
provide capital for intra-African
trade.

Afreximbank provided the
$300 million, which is described
as an Intra-African Investment
Financing Facility to improve
the support African traders
would receive from financial

markets for the African
Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA).

With the deal between
Afreximbank and Titan Trust
Bank, which enabled the latter
to acquire 95.41 per cent stakes
in UBN, a $3 billion financing
medium-term facility would
be disbursed by TTB, as the
acquisition would grant the

firm access to Union Bank’s
capital base.

A statement issued by
Afreximbank’s Media Liai-
son Executive, Amadou Sall,
disclosed that: “Afreximbank’s
financial support will enable
TTB to secure the acquisition
of a well-capitalised bank with
an extensive network, enabling
the entity to better serve vital
economic activities of the public
sector, companies, and small
and medium-sized enterprises.”

“The development impact of
the acquisition will be immense
as TTB will leverage the merged
entity to provide financing of
about $3 billion in the medium-
term of which over $600 million
will directly support financing
of intra-regional trade.”

Meanwhile, President and
Chairman, Board of Directors of
Afreximbank, Benedict Oramabh,
said deals of this nature with
the bank and TTB would bridge
the gaps being left by foreign
investors, as they exit Africa’s

NAICOM may grant web aggregators operational licence

By JOHNMARK UKOKO

National Insurance Corporation
(NAICOM) has disclosed that it
has received applications from
people seeking operational license
to operate web aggregators.
Head, Corporate Communica-
tions and Market Development
of NAICOM, Rasaaq Salami,
disclosed this in Lagos yesterday,
adding that the insurance sector
regulator has received applica-
tions and that the lincencing
department was reviewing them.
NAICOM had pegged the
minimum share capital of web
aggregator at N5 million and
registration fee at N3 million.
Web aggregators are insurance
companies that provide informa-
tion on underwriting businesses
offered by different companies.
They also provide a comparison
of insurance products and prices
of different insurance products.
Salami explained that the
web aggregator concept was

Sunday Thomas, CEO NAICOM

developed to compare different
prices of insurance products, add-
ing that the aggregators either
maintain a website or own a
website to provide information on
insurance products for regulating
companies and as such, they need
licences to operate.

He said having an insurance
web aggregator licence would
not only permit the companies
to display insurance products,
but also solicitation of policies,
adding that solicitation is done
through online portal where
information provided to the
customers.

According to NAICOM, a
web aggregators are expected
to have a minimum share capital
of not less than N5 million as
of the date of application and
shall continue to maintain the
same capital base throughout
the licence period, even as the
web aggregator shall submit
daily financial position to the
commission.

h

market.

“As international capital
retreats from Africa, we must
redouble our efforts to build an
effective and resilient financial
services sector on the continent
committed to intra-Africa trade
and investments, as well as
development of regional
financial value chains.

“Afreximbank is confident
that the transaction will
engender confidence in the
Nigerian financial system and
attract additional capital invest-
ments. It would also support
the financial inclusion of small
and medium scale enterprises,
women-led businesses, youth
enterprises and start-ups which
are critical to the successful
implementation of the Africa
Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCTFA),” Oramah stated.

Benedict Oramah

Shareholders laud NASCON over impressive performance

By JOHNMARK UKOKO

Shareholders of NASCON Al-
lied Industries Plc, a subsidiary
of Dangote Industries Limited
(DIL) have commended the
food seasoning company over
its impressive performance in
the year ended December 31,
2021 in spite of the harsh eco-
nomic operating environment
just as the company emerged
the “Best haulage company
of the year.”

Speaking during NASCON's
Annual General Meeting
(AGM) in Lagos, a representa-
tive of the shareholders, Mrs.
Bisi Bakare, said the perfor-
mance reflected the ability of
the company’s management
to steer the company through
difficult times, especially in the
face of lack of power, fluctu-
ating exchange rates regime
and consumers’ dwindling
purchase power.

She expressed the belief that
the overall performance of the
company was a reflection of
its seven sustainability pillars
adopted by NASCON geared
towards ensuring that the
company connects with all
stakeholders.

In her remarks, another
shareholder, Mrs. Adetutu
Siyanbola, said NASCON
Transport team section should
be commended as indicated in
the financial report, for win-
ning the best haulage company
of the year award of the 684
companies that registered for
the Road Transport Safety
Standardisation Scheme of
the Federal Road Safety Corps
(FRSC).

She pointed out that the
company has over the years
imbibed a culture known for

taking care of shareholders
through consistent payment
of dividend, adding that
despite the harsh operating
environment occasioned by the
global economic downturn, the
company still paid a dividend
of 40 Kobo per share.

Another shareholder Sunny
Nwosu, also commended the
board and management of
NASCON for their ability
to declare and pay dividends
despite the harsh operating
environment, which resulted
from the Apapa Warf gridlock
and downturn in the nation’s
economy.

He said while other com-
panies were lamenting and
cutting down on production
levels, the company was paying
dividend, which he said, was
commendable.

Responding, Acting Man-
aging Director of NASCON,
Thabo Mabe, said the com-
pany was not resting on its
achievements, but was moving
from strength to strength
by introducing its array of
products to consumers.

He said as a company in the
fast-moving consumer goods
sector, the management team
has initiated plans and strate-
gies to capture more shares
in chosen markets and would
gradually deploy them in the
months ahead.

The company’s annual report
for 2021 indicated that profit
before tax rose from N3.9 billion
to N4.3 billion, while its net
profit amounted to N2.97 billion.

The National Salt Company
of Nigeria (NASCON,) was
established as salt refinery
entity at Ijoko, Ogun State in
1973 in a joint venture between
the then military government

and Atlantic Salt and Chemical
Incorporated, Los Angeles,
California, United States of
America (USA).

The company was privatised
in 1991 and its shares listed on
the Nigerian Stock Exchange
in October 1992 through which
Dangote Industries acquired
majority shares following the
reverse takeover of NASCON
by Dangote Salt Limited (DSL)
in 2007 and acquired the as-
sets, liabilities and business
undertaking of DSL.

The principal activities of
the company include processing
raw salt into refined, edible
and industrial salt, as well as
production of seasonings and
vegetable oil.

Mrs. Bisi Bakare
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Nigerians, businesses groan under power outages

By JOHNMARK UKOKO

usiness owners in Lagos
BState and its environs have

decried the current power
outage that happened in the past
two weeks.

Investigations by The Trumpet
showed that businesses and
individuals were already count-
ing their losses as a result of the
current power outage.

The owner of a Small and
Medium Enterprise (SME),
Okechuku Obinna, said his area,
Ketu, Lagos has not experienced
public power supply in the last
two weeks, adding that the situ-
ation has also adversely affected
water supply to the area.

Obinna said people now
depend on water vendors, who
go about with their trucks or
wheel barrows hawking water
to households.

“The past few days have been
so difficult for me and people
of my area. We have not been
supplied power for close to two
weeks, which has also affected
water supply to the entire area.

“We now rely on water vendors
who hawk water with their trucks
or wheel barrows. Our problem
is compounded with the serious
heat. I can’t sleep without my
air-conditioner, but without public
power supply, it is difficult,” he
lamented.

Confirming the power situation,

a statement on the website of Eko
Distribution Company (EKDC)
reads: “There was a significant
drop in power allocation to its
network from the Transmission
Company of Nigeria (TCN). This
has led to massive load shedding.
Kindly bear with us, as we are
currently working with our TCN
partners for a quick resolution.
We sincerely apologise for the
inconvenience.”

Also, the Ikeja Electric Distribu-
tion Company (IKDC) sent a short
message to some of its customers,
saying: “We apologise for the
current power outage being
experienced in Lagos State. We
are working round the clock to
rectify the issue. Please do bear
with us.”

However, a promoter of a Mi-
cro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs), Peter Idovah, told The
Trumpet that the situation in the
Ikeja axis has been ongoing for
close to two weeks.

Idovah lamented that his
raw materials, which he uses
to produce chicken feeds were
going bad as his generator could
not work for long hours without
breaking down, adding that his
firm was no longer able to meet
his customers’” demands.

He argued that the electricity
bills the IEDC will send to him for
June 2022 will not reflect that there
was no light for several days and
that each month, the company fails

to supply electricity for days and
weeks, but does not fail to give
one excuse or the other, adding
that such excuses no longer meant
anything to him.

“Power supply to our area
since about two weeks now has
been virtually non- existent. The
electricity company has said that
the supply from TCN is low
and as such, we should exercise
patience while they fix the fault.

“Their excuses have become
too many that they no longer
make any meaning to me and
to most Nigerians. Why must
there be fault every month that
will take days and weeks to
rectify? Is that what is obtainable
elsewhere? he asked.

Idovah said the excuses for the
constant faults had become too
many, adding that the various
electricity companies were only
interested in the money they
get from Nigerians, while they
leave them in perpetual darkness.

“It is sad that Nigerians have to
constantly rely on generators for
energy supply. We all know how
much diesel is sold today. Most
businesses have to reduce their
operational hours to optimise
production costs. I appeal to the
media to help us plead with the
government and the electricity
companies to fix the country’s
power supply system,” he stated.

Another businessman, Balogun
Tunde, in a telephone interview

Fidelity Bank gets best SMEs award

Fidelity Bank Plc, one of the
country’s foremost financial
institutions, has been recognised
as the Best SMEs Bank” in
Nigeria by the Global Finance
Banking and Finance review.

The bank was given the
award after an assessment of
its interventions and provision
of long-term financing support
for small businesses across the
country and was, therefore,
recognised as the Best SMEs
bank in Nigeria by the Global
finance banking and finance
award 2022.

Managing Director of the
bank, Mrs. Nneka Onyeali-Tkpe,
who dedicated the award to its
customers and staff members of
the bank, said: “Our long run-
ning support for the growth and
development of small businesses
stems from our recognition of
SMEs as critical agents of
economic transformation in
Nigeria.”

“That is why we constantly
innovate new ways of helping
them to meet their objectives. I
thank our customers for keeping
faith with us and our employees
for going the extra- mile in
delighting our customers.

Onyeali-Ikpe, said Fidelity
Bank had developed a strong
multifaceted SMEs banking
franchise over the years driven
by tailored products and services.

She also noted that the bank

Ahmed Kunshe

has attractive service offering
backed by the requisite one
-on-one and cluster-focused
advisory services and support
for SMEs customers.

It would be recalled that the
Global Finance Banking awards is

recognised globally and regarded
as industry standard for premier
banking and financial services
excellence with key sources of
data and intelligence on the
global banking and finance
industry.

with The Trumpet, lamented that
his small office that runs services
for some clients was being billed
between N70,000 and N80,000
monthly, while power supply
remains about 10 to 12 hours
before the total blackout.

Tunde, who declined to reveal
the name of his firm for fear of
backlash from the EKDC, added
that his office at Ajah axis of
Lagos had been in perpetual
darkness and that despite the
constant power outages, the bills
keep rising.

“Ajah and its environs, is
always in darkness now and then
over one excuse or the other. But
the bills keep increasing every
month. We are helpless as the
price of diesel has increased
beyond the reach of the average
company,” he lamented.

Another respondent and
employee of the Lagos Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(LCCI), who spoke on condition
of anonymity, said his office
has been permanently run on
generator since the last power
outages.

He said although the company
used to provide power once in
a while, it only lasts for a few
minutes or an hour at the most,
adding: “Power supply has been
very poor in Victoria Island and
Ikoyi despite the high tariff we
are being billed. The last two
weeks have been particularly
difficult for businesses in terms
of power supply in Lagos based
on feelers from our members
across the state.”

Also, a Chartered Accountant,
who runs an auditing firm in
Surulere told The Trumpet that
his office was currently been
run on generators, saying: “I
can tell you categorically that
power supply has dropped in
the recent days. We now run
between 10:00a.m. and 3:00p.m.
instead of 9:00a.m to 4:30p.m
and this has been bad for most
businesses in the country.

“Even in our homes, we
don’t have light. To sleep is
difficult, because the heat is
much, although we should have
been in the rainy season,” he
added.

A barber at Adamo area of
Ikorodu in Lagos State, Tony
Odeh, said the past few weeks
had been tough for his barbing
saloon, adding that the union of
barbers had to increase the amount
they charge their customers.

“Since we are running our
saloons with our small generators,
we now charge N500 to cut the
hair of adults instead of the initial
N400, while we take N300 from
children instead of N200, once we
use generator to cut hair.

“We are all suffering the power
outages that have become so wor-
risome since the beginning of the
year. Our union leaders added
N100 to the cost we formerly
charge, if there is no light and
we are bound by it.

“It was a decision taken at our
general meeting, so we are all in
agreement with it. Any barber that
flouts the resolution is punished
if caught,” he stated.

Nigeria's equity capitalisation gains
N96b, as naira weakens to N426.25

Nigeria’s Equity Market closed
on a positive note on Monday
with the index increasing by 0.34
per cent while the capitalisation
gained N96 billion.

The upward trend in the
market was driven by Fidelity
Bank Plc, Julius Berger and Union
Bank Plc, which was recently
taken over by its new owners,
Titan Trust Bank (TTB).

The All Share Index (ASI)
increased by 0.34 per cent to
close at 53.086.46 basic points
compared with 52.908.24 points
the previous day.

It also increased by 0.34 per
cent to close at 53.908.24 points
the previous trading day. The
market capitalisation of equities
listed on the Nigerian Stock
Exchange (NGX) increased to
N28.619 trillion from N28.523
trillion, as of the close of trading
the previous day.

The total volume traded
closed with an exchange of
755.624 million units valued
at N8.90 billion traded in 4,217
deals, while the market breadth
was positive with 19 gainers as
against 13 losers.

Also, the NGX 30 index
increased by 0.39 per cent to
close at 2.929.99 points as against
1.922.43 points the previous day.

Besides, market turnover

closed with a traded volume
of 669.50 million units, just as
Fidelity Bank and Julius Berger
were the key gainers, while
Unilever and Ecobank Nigeria
Limited are key losers.

Specifically, the shares of
Fidelity Bank gained 3.64 per
cent, Union Bank gained 2.67
per cent, Julius Berger gained,
while Union Bank gained 2.40
per cent.

First Bank of Nigeria (FBN)
Holding shares rose by 2.27 per
cent, MTN Nigeria shares rose to
1.56 per cent. Conversely, while
the shares of Unilever declined
by 4.01 per cent and Ecobank
fell by 1.27 per cent.

On the money market, inter-
bank lending rate rose with the
overnight (O/N) rate increasing
by 0.08 per cent compared with
the 7.08 per cent and the 7.00 per
cent it closed with the previous
day.

Also, the Open Repo (OPR)
decreased by 0.33 per cent to
close at 6.33 per cent compared
with the previous day, which
closed at 6.63 per cent.

At the Import and Export
(I&E) window, the naira depre-
ciated by 0.12 per cent as the
dollar was quoted at N420.25 as
against the previous day, when
it closed at N419.75.
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Oando partners Lagos on electric mass transit, targets 22m commuters

Stories by ADAKU WALTER

ando Clean Energy
Limited (OCEL) has
partnered the Lagos

State Government to roll out
electric mass transit buses in
its efforts to support charging
infrastructure and service centers
(EV Infrastructure Ecosystem).

Oando had signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU)
with the Lagos Metropolitan Area
Transport Authority (LAMATA),
the agency tasked with plan-
ning, implementing, regulating
and engaging franchises for
sustainable integrated public
transportation system on April
28 2022 to revolutionise public
mass transit in the state.

The partnership will form part
of several interventions, such as
the Lagos Blue and Red Ralil,
expected to set the tone for the
gradual decarbonisation of the
state’s road transportation sector.

Commenting on the MoU,
Managing Director of LAMATA,
Abimbola Akinajo, said: “Oando
Clean Energy approached us with
a comprehensive solution that
went beyond electric mass transit
buses to include supporting
infrastructure and this was key
for us, as the full remit of an EV
support ecosystem is the only
way to achieve success.

“This initiative will not only
accelerate the state government’s
transportation agenda, but also
positively impact the health of
Lagos residents and the entire
environment.

“The Oando brand comes
with know-how and experience
and we are relying on this to
successfully move from the
signing of the MoU to actual
implementation that will in the
medium to long-term benefit over
22 million Lagos commuters. We
look forward to a robust and
fruitful partnership.”

He said the initiative reinforces
the importance of Public Private
Partnerships (PPPs) in enabling
the continent to actualise its
industrialisation goals, adding
that across Africa, PPP models
have become increasingly critical
as both funding and operational
mechanism for socio-economic
infrastructure.

“This is not the first time
Oando has partnered with the
state government, neither is it
the first time it has created a
blueprint for others to adopt
in the realm of cleaner energy
solutions.

“In the past, through its
erstwhile mid-stream vehicle,
Oando Gas and Power (OGP),
now rebranded as Axxela, any
pioneered private sector gas
pipeline development in 2007 and
championed the development of
Independent Power Plants (IPPs)
including the Akute and Alausa
IPPs powering the Lagos Water
Cooperation and the Lagos State
Secretariat,” he stated.

Commenting on the launch,
Chairman of Oando Clean
Energy, Adewale Tinubu, said
the company was born out of
a need to create the best energy
mix to propel Nigeria and Africa
to realise their full potential.

Tinubu said the company
had always championed PPPs
as fundamental to Nigeria's
industrialisation, adding that
through the signing of the MoU,
the company would revolutionise
the landscape of mobility by
pioneering e-mobility in Lagos
State.

He said the investments in
more sustainable transport infra-
structure solutions were capable
of delivering environmental and
socio-economic benefits beyond
reduction in Greenhouse Gas
(GHG) emissions.

He noted that in the medium
to long-term, it would unlock job
opportunities, promote knowledge
transfer and kick start Lagos State

Abimbola Akinajo

and hopefully other states of the
country to leapfrog in mass transit
infrastructure.

Also, the state Commissioner for
Transport, Dr. Fred Oladeyinde,
said with the understanding that
transportation was a key emitter of
greenhouse gases in Nigeria, the
state developed a strategy to cut
greenhouse gases by 50 per cent.

“A key component of this
strategy was identifying and
developing a more robust mass
transit system for Lagos that would
include rail and waterways among
others. Using electricity to power
mass transit is a step in the right
direction and from there we will
gradually transit to private cars.

“This is just the beginning,
there is still a lot more to come
on stream. I commend LAMATA
and Oando on the signing of the
MoU and both parties can be rest
assured that they have my full
backing to ensure the success of
the initiative,” he added.

Conflict among concessionaires may cripple $3.2b e-Customs project

ith over two years of
the Federal Executive
Council’s (FEC) ap-

proval for the Nigeria Customs
Service (NCS) e-Customs project,
indications have emerged that
conflict among the concessionaires
may cripple the $3.2 billion
contract already signed by the
Federal Government.

This is coming as the initial
lead concessionaire, Bionica Tech-
nology, said it had not exited the
contract, contrary to the reports
of the Minister of Finance, Mrs.
Zainab Ahmed that the company
earlier pulled out of the scheme
following disagreement in the
sharing formula of the project.

Findings also revealed that
Bionica is considering litiga-
tion that could see the project
delayed indefinitely, even as the
company is concluding plans for

Mrs. Zainab Ahmed

a media briefing to unveil some
un-procedural approaches by the
Finance Ministry in the contract.

The Trumpet recalled that the
Finance Minister, had last week,
said the implementation of the
e-Customs project would now
commence since the party that was
uncomfortable with the agreement
had opted out, despite efforts
by the government, through the
office of the Attorney General of
the Federation, AGF, to mediate.

An official of Bionica, Umaru
Tanko, challenged the Minister
of Finance to provide documents
indicating that the company
pulled out of the concession
arrangement.

While confirming that the
company had disagreed with
other partners in the concession,
he argued that the Ministry of
Finance facilitated the concession

in violation of known regulations
and procedures.

His words: “I really don’t want
to comment on this now, because
we are still weighing the best
approach on the matter. Shortly,
we will reach out to the press
and provide documents and
evidence of what happened with
the e-Customs project.

“The procedure was affected
and there are obvious irregularities
that the Federal Government has
to correct, hence, this project will
certainly suffer some setbacks.”

When asked if the disagree-
ment in the concession was linked
to the pulling out of one of the
concessionaires (Bionica), he
said, “Where is the proof that
any of the concessionaires pulled
out? The Finance Minister didn’t
provide any document to show
that any of the concessionaires
pulled out.

“There is no evidence that
any concessionaire pulled out
and the concessionaire we are
talking about is the lead spon-
sor and promoter of the project.
Bionica developed the project and
without Bionica the government
is handing over the business to
mere facilitators.”

Meanwhile, industry stakehold-
ers have continued to oppose the
e-Customs project, describing it
as a confirmation that the NCS
had been relegated to only a
revenue collection agency with
concessionaires projecting $176
billion government revenue in
20 years at the expense of trade
facilitation and national security.

Some freight forwarders had
also raised concerns on the secrecy
surrounding the contract, even
as they lamented the absence of
stakeholders” engagement in the
exercise.

Industry observers have also
faulted the Federal Government’s
recent investments in scanners
amid plans to concession that
aspect of the service the FEC

approved in 2021.

The contract sum of $18.12
million and N3.255 million for
the acquisition of three Rapiscan
Cargo Mobile Scanners awarded
to Messrs Airwave Limited and
another contract of N280 mil-
lion, including Value Added
Tax (VAT) for five units of fast
Ballistic Reverie Assault Boats/
five units of Patrol Boats with
assorted accessories awarded to
Messrs C.Y. West Africa Limited.

With these scanners already
deployed to the Tin Can Island,
Apapa and Onne ports, industry
stakeholders have described the
move as a waste of resources.

Also in a bid to dissipate the
backlash, which has trailed the
Customs concession, the NCS
Spokesman, Timi Bomodi, encour-
aged stakeholders to support the
initiative, as it would enhance
Customs operations for imports
and exports.

“As efficient as NICIS 1I is, it
still has limitations. We complain
about alerts and serial interventions
on transactions because we have a
less than efficient audit mechanism.

“With this system examinations
and release of import and exports
will be subjected to live feeds in
multiple platforms. This will check
arbitrary decision making at all
levels and will guide interventions.

“Several aspects of the Customs
job are still not automated. An
example is the escort operations
for goods in transit. Today, because
of shortfall in manpower, requests
for escort takes quite a while before
approval. This causes delays in the
delivery of transit containers, but
with automated e-tracking system,
the delays will be a thing of the
past,” he said.

Bomodi also assured that
border management and control,
as well as interface with other
government agencies will be
enhanced as customs moves into
an era of high efficiency, which
will be tech-driven.
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Commercial buses take over okada operations at Apapa port corridor

Stories by ADAKU WALTER

( jommercial buses have
resurfaced along the newly
constructed Apapa Oshodi

Expressway, with passengers

plying the Mile 2-Liverpool

axis along Tin Can Island Port
corridor.
The Trumpet, which monitored

the development since the Lagos
State Government’s ban of mo-
torcycles on Wednesday, June
1, 2022, reports that a section
of the road has been occupied
by yellow buses (Danfo), mini
buses and LT buses, which
usually carries higher number
of passengers.

The outward Apapa lane of

the road under construction is
currently occupied by tankers
and container-laden trucks and
although Okada riders were
relatively visible along the
corridor, commercial buses far
outnumbered them.

Viable routes along the cor-
ridor by the transporters include
the Mile 2-Second Gate Tin Can

Nigeria Air gets license for proposed national carrier amid pending aircraft

By JOHNMARK UKOKO and ADAKU
WALTER

The Nigerian Civil Aviation
Authority (NCAA) has issued an
Air Transport License (ATL) to
Nigeria Air Limited the operating
company for the new national
carrier Nigeria Air.

Minister of Aviation, Hadi Sirika,
said the licencing was the beginning
of operations of the airline, main-
taining that the commencement
date for the domestic operation of
the airline would be announced
in due course.

Nigeria Air Limited received
an Air Transport License (ATL)
from the Nigerian Civil Aviation
Authority (NCAA) signaling the
end of the beginning of operations
of the airline and the commence-
ment date of domestic operations
will be announced in due course,”
Sirika wrote on his verified Twitter
handle.

The Trumpet learnt from an
employee of NCAA that the
FecFeral Government has begun
the process of buying and leasing
some aircraft.

The source added that the airline
hope to commence operations
before the year runs out with about
eight to 10 aircrafts depending on
the outcome of the commitments
of its private partners.

The source who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity said the airline
would have begun operations a
long time ago, but for the outbreak
of gﬁe COVID-19 pandemic.

He added that the President
Muhammadu Buhari administra-
tion wants to see that the airline
project become a reality before
the end of its tenure, which is
less than a year.

The Trumpet recalled that Air
Nigeria takes off has been dogged
with several challenges, setbacks
and controversies in the last four
and five years.

The ATL marked: NCAA/ATR1/
ATL214, which was presented
to the airline, was signed by the
Director-General of NCAA, Captain
Musa Nuhu, and would run for
five years from June 3, 2022 to June
2, 2027. The new national airline
is expected to provide scheduled
and non-scheduled services.

It would be recalled that
Nigeria Air Limited had in March,
2022 applied to the NCAA for
a license to operate scheduled
and non-scheduled passenger
and cargo service.

Meanwhile, the interim manage-
ment of the national carrier has
explained why the new airline
was yet to take delivery of any
aircraft required for its operations.

Speaking in Lagos after receiv-
ing an ATL for Nigeria Air, the
Chief Executive of the airline,
Captain Dapo Olumide, who
stressed that it was difficult to get
the aircraft, attributed this to the
effect of the COVID-19 pandemic
on the global aviation sector and
other factors.

Olumide, who received the
licence on behalf of the proposed
new airline, assured that efforts
were ongoing to get all the aircraft,
as this was a basic requirement
of the NCAA before the issuance
of another vital certificate.

“The aircrafts are available but
there are all sorts of issues because
this is summer peak period. And
as you know, post-COVID, all
the aircraft were parked in the
desert. The airlines are bringing
them out slowly. It takes time to

Hadi Sirika

bring an aircraft out of storage.
There is a further complication
with lots of flights in Europe are
being cancelled or delayed because
most people were laid off during
the COVID and they don’t have
enough staff in the airports to turn
around flights.

“It is ditficult to get the aircraft
but, we there are ongoing discus-
sions with the original equipment
manufacturers and we are waiting
for the right terms of the agree-
ment. We already have the aircraft
identified, because that is one of
the requirements of NCfAA, ‘tiut
we are just trying to perfect titles
and so ]on,”ﬁl{? é%aid.p

Olumide also noted that the
airline was still sourcing air-
craft, stressing that the national
carrier was in a Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) process with
the Infrastructure Concession
Regulatory Commission (ICRC)
based on approval of the Federal
Executive Council (FEC).

MWUN tasks NPA on renewal of concession agreement with indigenous terminal operators

Maritime Workers Union of
Nigeria (MWUN) has urged the
Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA)
to encourage indigenous terminal
operators in the country’s ports
by renewing their concession
agreements.

President General of MWUN,
Adewale Adeyanju, who gave the
charge while addressing journal-
ists in Lagos, asked the Managing
Director of NPA, Muhammed
Bello-Koko to expedite action
on the renewal of the concession
agreements.

Adeyanju argued that unlike
the foreign terminal operators,
whose activities and investments
translate into capital flight, indig-
enous terminals had encouraged
Nigerian workers better.

It would be recalled that the
Managing Director of NPA,
at a parley with the maritime
journalists recently disclosed
that the concession of no fewer

than five terminal operators had
expired and that the agency was
on the verge of renewing them
without new conditions.

While making a case for the in-
digenous terminals, Adeyanju also
urged the NPA to give them more
favourable terms of agreement
than their foreign counterparts,
who care less about Nigerians
and the country’s economy.

“Our indigenous terminal
operators need to be supported,
because they have done well. We
all know what transpired in 2016,
when they were coming onboard,
we thought that they will not
perform, but now, we have seen
the dividends of privatising the
ports one of which is that it has
generated employment.

“What happened there was
that for the NPA, which happens
to be the master stevedore then,
privatising the ports affected all
14,000 employees of the NPA,

which was reduced to 3,000
workers.

“But as things went on, we
have been able to manage the
terminal operators. We need to
encourage them to improve on
their terminals. I agree that some
of them are not good, but to me,
they have come to stay, anyone
found wanting among them should
have their contract of concession
reviewed,” he said.

Adeyanju also pointed out
that indigenous terminal operators
should be applauded, as most of
the foreign terminal operators at
the port and other multinational
companies invest in Nigeria and
make huge profits, which they
repatriate to their countries for
development.

He said this calls for encourage-
ment of indigenous terminals by
the C%overnment to ensure money
made from Nigeria is reinvested
for the development of the country.

Island Port, Mile 2-Coconut, Mile
2-Liverpool and Mile 2-First Gate.

A cross section of commuters
who spoke with The Trumpet
expressed sigh of relief over
the development, even as
they commended efforts of the
transporters’ initiative at assisting
passengers.

They noted that the transport-
ers’ initiative was timely, sequel
to the recent ban of Okada in
some part of Lagos State.

A customs broker, who simply
identified himself as Sun(fay
Nwachukwu, noted that the
replacement of commercial buses
with Okada along the corridor
was a welcome development,
adding that it is safer, cheaper
and less risky.

Nwachukwu said the trans-

orters have provided assistance
or most of the freight forwarders
and other ancillary service pro-
viders in the shipping industry,
pointing out that the ban of
motorbike operators from major
highways should be properly

enforced and implemented.

On her part, Comrade Bolanle
Adewole of the Nigeria Mer-
chant Navy Officer and Water
Transport Senior Association,
applauded the Lagos State
Governor, Babajide Sanwo-Olu
for the ban on okada, adding
that the transport hiccups in
Apapa have been addressed with
the intervention of commercial
buses.

Adewole stated that issues
of transportation within the
corridors would reduce the
risk of accidents.

Another stakeholder in the
maritime industry, Jerry Oba-
diah, called on road transport
unions to ensure that motorbike
operators should not be allowed
to venture into commercial bus
business for now.

Obadiah maintained that the
era of going round within the
Apapa—Ajetgunle axis will become
a thing of the past if relevant
agencies properly carry out
enforcement of the ban.

Nine years after ratification, stakeholders
decry NIMASA' poor requlation of MLC

Industry  stakeholders have
expressed worries over the
lack of proper enforcement,
implementation and regula-
tions of the Maritime Labour
Convention (MLC) 2006 by the
Nigerian Maritime Administration
and Safety Agency (NIMASA)
nine years after ratification of
the convention in 2013.

They lamented that manning
agents and ship owners are uncon-
trollable in term of employment
and working condition of seafarers
aboard ships, while calling on
government to review and revise
the convention.

A Director of the Centre for
Multi-Modal Transport Studies,
University of Lagos (UNILAG),
Iyiola Oni, decried failure of
enforcement and regulations
of the MLC in Nigeria since its
ratification almost a decade ago.

In a presentation, the university
teacher also lamented that the
workers right convention had
failed to adequately address
most of the pressing issues in
the nation’s maritime space.

Oni maintained that the MLC
2006 was yet to bring about
the anticipated changes due to
difficulty in implementation by
different ratifying flag states.

According to him, regulatory
agencies of the Convention in
Nigeria failed to effectively
regulate manning agents and
recruitment of seafarers aboard
ships in the maritime domain.

He also added that ship owners
and their agents do not properly
provide rest hours, feeding and
quality of recreation facilities.

He further stressed the need
for the government to review and
revise the MLC 2006, pointing out
that Article IV of the Convention
provides right to secure and safe
working environment, fair terms
of employment, decent working

and living conditions on board
ships.

Oni restated that health
protection, medical care, wel-
fare measures and other social
protection measures were major
components that were itemised
in MLC 2006.

The lecturer asked NIMASA
to collaborate with other relevant
authorities to effectively enforce
and regulate manning activities
in the country, maintaining that
adequate welfare of seafarers
would move global trade without
barrier.

“Seafarers are the drivers of the
transformation to a low carbon
maritime industry. To attain a
low carbon maritime industry,
it is vital that working condition,
health and safety of seafarers are
guaranteed.

“Stronger standards are
required for safe operational crew
and component crew resilience
which reduced risk to crew, vessels
and the environment.

“The transition maritime task
force set up in 2022 made up of
the UN’s shipping body, IMO and
International Labour Organisation
(ILO) targets ensuring that the
shipping industry pursues a fair
and equitable green transition in
shipping,” he added.

Seafarers’ unions have also
called on the apex regulatory
agency to up the ante in further-
ance to better the lots of seafarers.

MLC 2006 came into force
in August 2013 with the aim of
ensuring better working and living
condition of seafarers. Currently,
no fewer than 96 countries of the
world have ratified the provisions
of the conference covering 90 per
cent of global shipping fleet.

Nigeria is the 37th ILO member
state and fifth state in the Africa
region to have ratified the provi-
sions of the conference in 2013.
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You are a big name in the movie industry.
You have appeared in English movies as
well. But people still believe that the
Yoruba movie industry has a long way
to go if it would meet up with its foreign
counterparts?

I don't think those who are saying that
are correct. The Yoruba movie industry
is big and growing every day. I don’t
like to comment on this unnecessary
comparison that has been dividing us
over a long time. We are all practitioners
and we are doing very well. There is
nothing there to catch up, we just have
to keep getting better and put our house
in order. No association is perfect but
we can get better by putting the right
structure on ground so that people would
not have to keep looking at A as being
better than B. I have appeared in countless
English and Yoruba movies and I can
tell you that there is no difference. The
only difference is the expression. I am
not ruling out the fact that we have a lot
of work to do, but I would not deride
the actors and actresses who toil every
day to make sure that they keep their
fans entertained. There is no comparison
so to say; we are all under one umbrella
tagged "Nollywood'.

Your new movie Online is currently
doing well. What is the inspiration behind
the movie?

Like I always say, I am in the era of
rebranding myself and on that note

was when I shot the movie ‘Online’.
With the movie I try as much as possible to
make a lot of youths especially know that
they can’t always get away with anything
they post online because nobody seems
to be censoring their contents. The movie
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is also to generally erase the notion that
only criminal stuffs are done online.

You double as the Director of Media
for Adron Homes; does that mean you
are turning back on acting?

Turning my back on acting? That is
never going to happen. Let me state it
here clearly that my deal with Adron will
not affect my job as an actor and movie
producer. Back then when the company
contacted me, I took my time to study the
brand and discovered that they worthy
companies and also I discovered that
the only common thing that gives many
Nigerians problem is the issue of housing.
So, if a company is giving Nigerians the
opportunity to become land and house
owners in the most simplest and affordable
way, I think it should be commended.

How have you been handling this
knowing your busy schedules on set?

I understand what my job entails as
the director of media, and I am ready
giving my best.

But you have been an actor all your
life. How will you cope with this new
assignment?

As an actor of many years in the game,
I have worked with media executives
at different times over the years. I have
executed a number of projects involving
the media in the last six years or more.
So, this is a familiar terrain. Some of my
friends in the media would come in handy
this time. I have a team of experts that I
would be working with. The job is not

going to be as difficult. I am up to the
task. I am Fateful to the Group Managing
Adron Homes and Properties,

Director o
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‘I'm not retiring anytime soon’
No comparison in industry, says Saidi Balogun

Veteran Nollywood actor, Saidi Balogun is one of the
most versatile ones who combines acting, producing and
directing. His delivery prowess is second to none and as
such he is one of the very few who created new initiatives
in the industry that include being the first to produce a
one cast movie. Having been faced with several challenges;

Walata as he is sometimes called, is still waxing stronger.
In this chat with OMONIYI ALLI, he bares it all.

Oba Adetola Emmanuel King, for the big
role he wants me to play.

For Saidi Balogun, how did the journey

into the movie world start?
I was born in Enugu, grew up in the

north and I am a Yoruba boy. I lived

with a man who did a lot of French.
I can speak the 3 languages and it has
been helping me. From the word go my
mum knew I would become a good actor.
My father was a soldier and a comedian
although he didn't commercialize his
own but I am doing it now. I also have
guardians in the industry, Madam Saje,
Yinka Quadri, Lola Idije etc they helped
me grow. I finished my secondar%/ school
in 1978 Madam Saje drove me back 8

years after. Lola Idije was always dprovid—
ing money for me any time I had issues
at School. They have been calling me Jide
Kosoko’s boy and I remain his boy.

You are at the 5th floor now. Ehat do
think you about life at the moment?

I have had the most beautiful moments.
A lot of people know my story but, they
may not know it all, because even me, I
can't tell my whole story without missing
out one or two touching experiences. For
me, I am still here today because Almighty
Allah granted me the grace to be here
and I want to live every moment of my
life thanking Him for His mercy over
my life. As long as life continues, we
can’'t run away from challenges. What
I usually tell people is that my life is an
example of a man with plenty of grace.
At this point in my life, I want to take
things easy and be happy as much as I

can. I don’'t want to keep anybody in my
resentment. It is a new dawn.

What are the things you engaged in
before now that you can no longer do
because of your age?

I have really experimented and in-
troduced new innovations before, my
records speak for me. However, I want
to promote the culture of this country now,
more so I want to focus on improving
the production aspect of it.

There are quite a number of events that
have occurred in your life in the last few
years. Which would you describe as the
most challenging?

The truth is that if you know me quite
well, you would know that I am a

forward-looking person. As long as I
live, occurrences will not cease to happen.
Maybe, a bigger one is yet to happen, I
don’t know. So, if I pick one as the most
challenging now, I am assuming that I
am nearininr?y end. I think the most
important thing to do every day of one’s
life is to keep thanking God while one
works on the things to make life more
meaningful for others. All the events that
have happened, the good and the bad, have
shaped my thinking. Of course, I have had
my flaws. I have had the worst moments.
I had a terrible auto accident some years
back, one that almost claimed my life. In
fact, a lot of people had concluded that
Saheed Balogun could not survive it, but
here I am today. So, you can’t really tell
how beautiful your story would end, but
you can write a beautiful story with your
life while you can.
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By OMONIYI ALLI

motions are the most present,
E pressing and sometimes painful

force in our lives. We are driven
day by day by our emotions. We take
chances because we're excited for new
prospects. We cry because we’ve been
hurt and we make sacrifices because we
love. Without a doubt, our emotions
dictate our thoughts, intentions and
actions with superior authority to our
rational minds. But when we act on
our emotions too quickly, or we

act on the wrong kinds of emotions,
we often make decisions that we later
lament. Our feelings can alter between
dangerous extremes. Veer too far to
the left and you're bordering on rage.
Steer too much to the right and you're
in a state of euphoria. As with many
other aspects of life, emotions are
best met with a sense of moderation
and logical perspective. This is not
to say that we should stop ourselves
from falling in love or jumping for
joy after great news. These truly are
the finer things in life. It is negative
emotions that must be handled with
extreme care.

Negative emotions, like rage, envy or
bitterness, tend to spiral out of control,
especially immediately after they’ve
been triggered. In time, these sorts of
emotions can grow like weeds, slowly
conditioning the mind to function on
detrimental feelings and dominating
daily life. Ever met a person who's
consistently angry or hostile? They
weren’t born that way. But they allowed
certain emotions to stir within them
for so long that they became inbred
feelings arising all too frequently.

Follow these steps to control your
emotions and regain rationality in any
challenging situation:

Don’t react right away: Reacting im-
mediately to emotional triggers can be
an immense mistake. It is guaranteed
that you'll say or do something you'll
later regret. Before refuting the trig-
ger with your emotional argument,
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take a deep breath and stabilize the
overwhelming impulse. Continue
to breathe deeply for five minutes,
feeling as your muscles intense and
your heart rate returns to normal. As
you become calmer, affirm to yourself
that this is only temporary.

Ask for divine guidance: Faith is our
saving grace in our darkest moments.
No matter your creed, developing a
healthy relationship with the divine
world will help you surmount your
obstacles more easily. This is because
when you believe in a higher force,
you also believe in the power of divine
intervention to show you what you
must do, teach you why something
is happening or even save you from
a certain unwanted situation. When
burdened with emotion, close your
eyes, envision a positive solution to
your problem, and ask the universe
to illuminate the best path forward.

Find a healthy outlet: Now that
you’ve managed your emotion, you'll
need to release it in a healthy way.
Emotions should never be bottled
up. Call or go see someone you trust
and recount to them what happened.
Hearing an opinion other than your
own broadens your awareness. Keep
a journal and transfer your emotions
from your inner self onto the paper.
Many people find it helpful to engage
in aggressive exercises, such as kick-
boxing or martial arts, to discharge
their feelings. Others meditate and
chant to return to a tranquil state of
being. Perform whatever activity is
best-suited to you in order to liberate
your being from pent-up sentiments.

See the bigger picture: Every hap-
pening of our lives, whether good or
bad, serves a higher purpose. Wisdom
means being able to see past the mo-
ment and discern the greater meaning
of any given situation. You may not
understand it in the beginning, but as
time goes by, you'll begin to see the
bigger picture falling into perfect order.
Even in the midst of an emotionally
upsetting moment, trust that there
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exists an ultimate purpose which
you will come to comprehend soon.

Replace your thoughts: Negative
emotions bind us to recurring negative
thoughts, creating cycles of downright
negative patterns. Whenever you are
confronted with an emotion which is
making you feel or think something
bad, force it out of your mind and
replace it with a different thought.
Imagine the ideal resolution to your
problem playing out, think about
someone who makes you happy or
remember an event that makes you
smile.

Forgive your emotional triggers: Your
emotional triggers may be your best
friend, your family members, yourself
or all of the above. You may feel a
sudden wave of anger when your
friend “does that thing she does,”
or a stab of self-loathing when you
remember something you could
have done differently. But when you
forgive, you detach. You detach from
the resentment, the jealousy or the
fury lingering within you. You allow
people to be who they are without
the need for escalating emotions. As

you forgive, you will find yourself
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disassociating from the harsh feelings
attached to your being.

Accept responsibility for your
reaction: Accept yourself as powerful
instead of as victim to remove the veil
of self-deception. When you seek to
identify what is triggering how you
feel in the moment, you give yourself
the chance to feel differently if you
want to. You will also have more
clarity on what you need to do or
what you need to ask for to change
your circumstances.

Choose what you want to feel: With
practice, the reaction to your emotional
triggers could subside, but they may
never go away. The best you can do is
to quickly identify when an emotion
is triggered and then choose what to
say or do next. Ask yourself: Are you
really losing this need or not? Is the
person actively denying your need
or are you taking the situation too
personally? If it’s true that someone
is ignoring your need or blocking you
from achieving it, can you either ask
for what you need or, if it doesn’t
really matter, can you let the need
go for now?.
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Nigeria, Sierra Leone AFCON
qualifier behind closed door - NFF

Stories By OVIRI KELVIN,

Sports Editor, Abuja
e Nigeria Football
ederation has
reiterated that
Thursday’s 2023
Africa  Cup  of

Nations (AFCON) qualifying
encounter between the Super
Eagles and the Leone Stars
of Sierra Leone at the MKO

Abiola National Stadium,
Abuja will be played without
fans in the stands.

NFF General Secretary, Dr
Mohammed Sanusi said in
Abuja on Tuesday that the
situation is a consequence of
the one-match ban placed on
the country by world football
governing body, FIFA, over the
fracas that followed the end of
2022 FIFA World Cup playoff
round against the Black Stars
of Ghana in March.

“We want to appeal to our
very passionate football fans to

Nigeria volleyball youth

take heart for this one game. It
is only a one-match ban, after
which they can again start
trooping out to support the
Super Eagles,” Sanusi said.
“The match against Sierra
Leone will be without fans
as a consequence of what
happened after the match
against the Ghanaians.
“Nonetheless, we want
to urge all our football fans,

top with 12 points followed

and indeed all Nigerians, to
support the team whichever
way they can and pray for
success against the Sierra
Leoneans on Thursday,” he
appealed.

The Super Eagles take on the
Leone Stars at the MKO Abiola
National Stadium, Abuja in a
Day 1 game of the 2023 Africa
Cup of Nations starting from
5pm on Thursday, 9th June.

Four days later, they tackle
“The Falcons and True Parrots’
of Sao Tomé and Principe at the
45,000-capacity Grand Stade de
Agadir in southern Morocco.
While CAF has appointed
Ivorian officials to take charge
of the encounter in Abuja,
Liberian officials led by referee
Hassen Corneh will oversee the
match in Agadir on Monday.

AYG2022: Nigeria, Benin quallfy for.beach voIIeybaII

team and their counterpart,
Benin Republic, have qualified
to represent their countries in
beach volleyball at the 2022
African Youth Games.

The giant of Africa’s team,
during  qualification, beat
Niger Republic in two sets,
21-13, 22-20 to record a 2-0
victory in the male category
to complement their unbeaten
run at the just concluded 2022
Zone III African Youth Games
(AYG) Qualification Beach
Volleyball held at Mobee
Palace, Badagry, Lagos state.

In another scenario, Nigeria
in the female category,
walloped Benin Republic
on two occasions being the
only female team in be 2022
ZII AYG qualifiers, 2-0 (21-
14, 21-11) and 2-0 (21-8, 21-8)
to garner 8 points to qualify
for African Youth Games
championship.

Itis noteworthy to state that
Nigeria's male team finished

by Benin Republic in second
place with 9 points. Niger
Republic placed third with
6 points while Ivory Coast
occupied the fourth position
with 3 points.

According to the report
by the Nigeria Volleyball

Federation(NVBE), the
Secretary-General of
Confederation of African
Volleyball (CAVB) Zone

I, Engineer Musa Nimrod
commended the participating
teams for making qualification
a success.

He hailed the Mobee of
Badagry for providing the
beach volleyball facilities and
crowd support base during
the qualifiers.

Nimrod, who is the
Presidentof Nigeria Volleyball
Federation said, “The 2022
Zone IIT African Youth Games
Qualification Beach Volleyball
was successful and I want to
thank the Mobee of Badagry

for providing the facilities and
the people of Badagry are great;
CAVB Zone IIl executives want
to thank the countries that
participated.

“It is not a surprise that
Nigeria qualified for the
African Youth Games and
we will put in a lot of effort
because the real games are not
easy.

“The coaches have seen the
weaknesses of the players;
the Federation will begin
the Beach Tour in July and it

will strengthen the players,"
Nimrod revealed.
He added that the

participants ~ are  good
representatives  of  beach
volleyball sport and
specifically thank Cote d'Ivoire
for making up to the qualifying
stage.

He continued: “Benin,

Nigeria and Niger Republic
are good in Beach Volleyball as
far as [ am concerned; I want to
thank Ivory Coast for making it
to the qualifiers.

Cannavaro wants English, Spanish clubs’ offers

Azzurri  legend  Fabio
Cannavaro longs to return to
coaching after parting ways
with Chinese topflight club
Tianjin in 2021.

The 2006 World Cup-
winning star voted the 2006
FIFA Footballer of the Year,
disclosed that he has spoken to
several clubs in England and
Spain to get back to coaching.

However, Cannavaro,
commenting on Ivan Perisic’s
move to Tottenham from Inter
Milan, noted that it poses a
threat to the Italian league
which lags behind the English

LaLiga.

Furthermore, the former
Tianjin boss pointed out that
Paul Pogba’s  prospective

move back to Juventus is
a welcome development
but hopes that the France
World Cup-winning star can
replicate his old form which
attracted Manchester United
to resign him at a club-record
fee.

According to a report
by La Gazzetta dello Sport,
Cannavaro said, “I want to
return to the pitch, but I am in
no rush.

clubs in England and Spain,
but I must be convinced about
the decision. It's not a matter
of money, but I must feel the
ambition to reach specific
targets.

“It's complicated for Serie
A sides to fill the gap with
La Liga and Premier League
clubs.

“Perisic’s move to the
Premier League isn’t a good
sign,” he opined.

Speaking about Pogba, he
continued: “I hope well see
the real Pogba again, one of his
first spells at Juventus.

motivations  because  the
midfielder we've seen in the
last few seasons isn’t useful
to Juventus or France,” added

the Italian legend.
Cannavaro, nevertheless,
defended coach Gennaro

Gattuso who was accused by
some Valencia fans of racism.
In his defence, he
exemplified Gattuso who he
acknowledged as a good coach
that has impressive records.
He added that he is aware
that the directors at Valencia
are having some issues among
themselves, the kind once

Nadal to play in Wimbledon if...

French  Open  champion
Rafael Nadal said he will feature
in this year's Wimbledon if his
chronic football injury subsides.

The 22 Grand Slam single
titles holder has been suffering
from a chronic foot injury that
forced him out of several major
contests in 2021.

Though the  36-year-old
expected to have retired because
of the incident that needs urgent
medical surgery, the Spaniard
has played through 2022 using
anaesthetic injections to suppress
the pains and has won two
majors.

Nadal's accolades presently
have surpassed world number
1 Novak Djokovic and Roger
Federer's Grand Slam singles
titles record by two after he won
the 2022 Australian Open and

French Open at Court Philippe
Chatrier.
But the Spaniard, who

is eager to feature in the
Wimbledon, has rejected any
means of undergoing a process
of playing through the support
of anaesthetic injections.

“Wimbledon is a priority,
always has been a priority.
If I'm able to play with anti-
inflammatories yes,” Nadal said
told Sky Sports

“To play with anaesthetic
injections, I do not want to put
myself in that position again. It
can happen once but no, it’s not
the philosophy of life I want to
follow.

“Let's see. I am always a
positive guy and always expect
things are going the right way.
Let's be confident, let's be
positive and let's see what's
going on,” he added.

Nadal disclose his next line
of action that could enable him
pilot his career to its prime.

He continued: “It's going to
be a radio frequency injection on
the nerve and trying to burn a
little bit the nerve and create the
impact that I have now on the
nerve for a long period of time.

“That's what we are going to
try. If that works, I'm going to
keep going. If that does not work,
then it's going to be another
story. And then I am going to
ask myself if I am ready to do a
major thing without being sure
that things are going the proper
way, for example.

in 2022 with a triumph at the
Australian Open and victory
over Norwegian Casper Ruud
on Sunday to win his fourteenth
French Open major.

Milner signs one-year contract extension

hverﬁool midfielder James
Milner has signed a one-year
contract extension that see
him remain in Anfield for an
additional year.

The former Manchester City
player, who joined Liverpool
in 2015 on a free transfer, was
a key figure for Aston Villa for
two seasons where he made 71
Premier League appearances
while netting 11 goals until 2010.

According to reports, the
midfielder had to take a pay
cut to ensure he is made part of
Jurgen Klopp's plans for next
season.

The 36-year-old, attaining 289
appearances for the club with 26
goals while fabricating 44 clinical
assists for Liverpool, won 6
trophies with the Reds including
a UEFA Champions League and
FIFA World Club trophies.

Confirming  the  report,
Liverpool on their official social
media handle said, “The vice-
captain, who joined the club in
2015, is set to remain with the
Reds for a further season having
agreed to fresh terms beyond the
expiry of his previous deal this
summer.

“Since arriving on a free
transfer seven years ago, the
No.7 has helped Jiirgen Klopp’s
team win the Premier League,
Champions League, FIFA Club
World Cup, UEFA Super Cup
and, last season, the Emirates FA
Cup and Carabao Cup.

“Milner  has })Iayed 289
ames, the most o side he
represented in hls career,
and scored 26 goals during his
time at Anfield so far,” Liverpool
added.

Milner, overwhelmed with
the contract extension, has been
a stabilising force on Liverpool's
bench, giving Klopp an option
in games that prove physically
tensed.

“Couldn’t be happier to
extend my stay with this
incredible club for another year.
Playing football is a rivﬂeie
anciq:vgen more so here?
for the support, will do my best
to repay it” Milner said after
completing the deal.

e former Three Lions
midfielder capped 61 times with
Caﬁoal to his name, got his first

to represent England in 2009.

Premier League and Spanish

“Tve C.po_kpn to _several

“He needs to find the right

experienced by Tottenham
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Golden Eaglets jet to Ghana
ey

for UT7 WAFU B tou

ive-time world
champions Nigeria
will set out on

course for another

title on Wednesday
when they depart the
country for the Ghanaian
city of Cape Coast, where
they will participate in the
Seven-Nation WAFU B U17
Championship that begins on
Saturday.

The two finalists from the
tournament in Cape Coast
will represent the WAFU B
zone at the Africa U17 Cup
of Nations billed for Algeria
early next year, from where all
four semi-finalists will qualify
for the FIFA U17 World Cup
finals in Peru.

Nigeria, with five world
titles in the kitty, and three-
time  world  champions
and hosts Ghana will set
the tournament rolling on
Saturday with a potentially-
explosive encounter at the
Stade Cape Coast starting
from 4pm Ghana time (5pm

Nigeria time).
Coach Nduka Ugbade,
who has kept his eyes on the

ball and his hands on the
plough for several weeks

screening and training the
lads at the FIFA Goal Project,
Abuja, says his objective is to
earn a ticket to the AFCON
finals in Algeria.

“Iam happy with the squad
that we have been able to
come up with, and I can say
confidently that we are going
to Ghana to do the nation
proud. Our primary objective
is to earn a ticket to the Africa
Cup of Nations, and then we
go full throttle for the trophy.
Nigeria have a pedigree in U17
football and we cannot afford
to disappoint,” said Ugbade.

Ugbade, who captained

the squad that won the first of
Nigeria’s five world titles at
this level, has picked 20 players
for the campaign that will last
until 24th June, with five more
players on standby.

The Golden Eaglets are in
Group A of the competition,
with a second match against
Togo’s Ul7 boys on Tuesday
next week, also at the Stade
Cape Coast.

GOLDEN EAGLETS
FOR WAFU B u17
CHAMPIONSHIP IN CAPE
COAST

Goalkeepers: Richard Odoh,

Hameed Balogun, Pascal
Uzoho
Defenders: Jeremiah

Olaleke, Emmanuel Michael,
Tochukwu  Ogboji, Yahaya
Lawal, Miracle Ogwor

Midfielders: Basil Mbata,
Ebube Okere, Tochukwu
Ogbabido, Richard Uche, Ozor
Okeke, Raphael Oyebanjo

Forwards: Umar Abubakar,
Kevwe Iyede, Light Eke,
Abubakar Abdullahi, Jubril
Azeez, Precious Williams

Standby: ~ Utibe  Silas,
Abdullahi Buhari, Abubakar
Shaibu, Tijjani Mohammed,
Stephen Emmanuel

Wales qualify in second World Cup after 1958

Wales have qualified
to feature in the World
Cup finals in Qatar after
they defeated embattled
Ukrainians 1-0 to clinch
the golden opportunity
since 1958.

In a tumultuous
journey to see Ryan
Giggs’ side gifted an

own-goal by Ukraine’s
Andriy Yarmolenko at
the Cardiff City Stadium,
complimented their
renaissance to feature in
the global football event
after their first appearance
in the 1958 World Cup in
Sweden.

Wales formerly 117
in the world ranking,
staged a renaissance

when Gareth Bale broke
into the ranks of football

greats and succeeded in
featuring for the first time
in the UEFA European
championship in 2016
where they recorded
their best-ever result by
reaching the semifinals.

The team, propelled
by the success in the 2016
UEFA EURO  hosted
by  France, qualified
for the successive 2020
edition where they were
eliminated in the round
of 16.

Prior to the final
qualifying playoff with
Ukraine, Bale, whose nine
years reign at Real Madrid
ended last week and has
bid the club a farewell,
stressed that his focus was
on the deciding cracker to
feature in the World Cup

Can Plateau United

Rivers United suffered
a defeat in Bauchi to cut
their lead over title arch-
rivals Plateau United, who
narrowly secured a slim win
over Kano Pillars in Jos on
Sunday.

The Pride of Rivers had
on matchday3l extended
the lead over Plateau United
at the Adokiye Amiesimaka
Stadium, Portharcourt,
where the lead leaders in
a cracker reaffirmed their

dominance to clinch the
2021-22 season title of the
Nigeria Professional Football
League (NPFL).

With a first-half goal by
Manu Garba to put the home
team ahead, Rivers United
could not render the game to
parity throughout the entire
minutes at the Tafawa Balewa
Stadium in Bauchi.

While against the visiting
Kano Pillars, Plateau United
through a 40-minute effort from

finals in Qatar.

However, the player
who will seek to continue
his career elsewhere after
a scintillating spell with
Los Blancos, accepted that
the journey to clinch the
World Cup ticket to Qatar
was crazy.

“It's been a crazy
journey from where we
were to qualify for two
European Championships
and a World Cup,” elated
Bale told the media post-
match.

“It's  literally = what
dreams are made of,
especially for all of us who
have been there from the
start. We've paved the way
for the youngsters as well,
we've welcomed them in
and it's hard to describe

hope ¢

Jesse Akila, earned a vital win
at Jos Stadium to reignite their
title hopes with six games left to
process.

As it stands, the Pride of

um reality?

Rivers need to secure three wins

what it means to us.

“I think we were too
young (to have targets)
when we started. We
were just happy playing
for Wales. You just get
better and you grow.
Players become bigger and
stronger and we’ve gelled
well as a team. There’s no
ego in our team, we just
fight for each other,” he
added.

Wales presently ranked
18 in the world, will on
Wednesday, June 8, 2022,
entertain Netherlands in
the UEFA Nations League
and Belgium on Saturday,
June 11, in the third
before they head to De
Klup Stadium to take on
Netherlands on Tuesday,
June 14.

hoak - =

l

and a draw with a higher goals
difference to win the league in
the remaining six games to be
crowned league champions.

Kwibuka WT20I: Etim, Esiegbe,
12 others make NCF list

The  Nigeria  Cricket
Federation (NCF) have released
a fourteen-man list to represent
the country in the 2022 Kwibuka
Women’s Tournament in Kigali,
Rwanda.

The 10 days event scheduled
from 9 to 18 June, 2022, organised
by the Kenya Cricket Association
(KCA) in honour of the departed
souls lost in the 1994 genocide
against the Tutsi, host defending
champions ~ Kenya, Nigeria,
Tanzania, Uganda, Botswana,
Brazil, and Germany.

According to the report by
NCF Public Relations Officer,
Musa Ehizoje Bodie, Nigeria's
cricket female team, Female
Yellow Green, who represent the
country in their second attempt
atthe 8th edition of the memorial
event, will face the likes of Brazil
and Germany, first-timers, to
battle for the diadem.

“A final list of 14 players have
been drafted for the tournament
with long-serving patriots of the
Female Yellow Greens making
the cut once again,” Musa said.

“Blessing Etim will lead the
team as captain, supported
by Favour Esiegbe as her vice,
Esther Sandy returns to the
squad after falling short in the
Nigeria Women’s Invitational
Tournament earlier this year
in Lagos, Rukayat Abdulrasaq
makes her debut for the country
to complete the quartet from

Kwara State,” he added.

Furthermore, Musa dlarified
that one of the promising top
cricketers unavoidably —absent
for selection was substituted
with debutant Sarah Etim.

He said, “Batting prodigy
Lucky Piety is unavailable due
to studies which also provided
the opportunity for another new
entrant to the team in the person
of Sarah Etim.”

Nigeria open her encounter
in the tournament against Brazil
on the 9th of June 2022 at the
Gahanga International Cricket
Stadium in the afternoon fixtures
scheduled for 1:30 pm.

The Female Yellow Greens
will depart the shores of the
country on Tuesday 7th June
2022.

COMPLETE LIST OF 14
PLAYERS

1. Blessing Etim (C)

2. Favour Esiegbe (V.C)

& Abigail Igbobie
(WK)

4. Kehinde
Abdulquadri

5, Agatha Obulor

6. Esther Sandy

7. Salome Sunday

8. Omonye Asika

9. Rachael Samson

10. Rukayat Abdulrasaq
11. Miracle Imimole

12. Taiwo Abdulquadri
13, Lilian Udeh

14. Sarah Etim

FIVB open hids for 2023 World Age Championship

B CAVB to reschedule qualifiers’ event

Following the decision b
the  International ~ Volleyball
Federation (FIVB) to open the
bidding process for nations to
host the Volleyball Age Group
World  Championships 2023,
the Confederations of African
Volleyball (CAVB) have reopened
Epplications for the 2022 CAV Age

roup Competition.

FIVB noted that the timeframe
for the bidding process spans
from 1]July to 31 August 2023.

In a statement, the world
volleyball governing body stated
that the sport has gained so much
Frominence among voﬂiﬁball
oving countries to the level that it
resulted in the higher viewership
in the 2021 event.

FIVB also realigned the
category for the world event in
2023 to Girls' U19, Boys' U19,
Women’s U21 and Men’s U21
Volleyball World Championships.

“The Age Group Volleyball
World ~ Championships ~ are
important for the development of
athletes and their sports careers
as they provide opportunities
to  experience international
competitions,” FIVB President Dr
Ary Graga said.

“These events also allow for
new and developing nations to
host major FIVB events and bring
incredible volleyball action to their
communities.

“With quality TV production
taken care of by the FIVB, we have
been pleased with interest from
fans in the age-group competitions
across the previous editions of the
events.

“We will continue to invest in
these events to showcase the best of
our sport’s rising stars,” he added.

Accordingly, CAVB realigning
and readjusting the age category
of the competitors to meet the FIVB
amendments, stressed that the
aﬁproved categories” birth dates
should be on or after 1 January
2005 for Under 19 while the Under
21’s spotted on or after 1 January
2003.

CAVB disclosed that the 2022
African Youth Games (AYG),
which had been slated for 26th
August to 6th September 2022 in
Cairo, Egypt, to determine the

alifiers to the FIVB 2023 World

ampionships for Youth Boys
and Girls, may be moved to a later
date and venue.

“This, therefore, means that all
the Zonal Qualifiers for the 2022
African Youth Games may have
to be delayed until a new host
and dates for the Youth Games are
determined,” CAVB said.

“Given these developments,
CAVB has reopened and hereby
invites  National = Federations
that are interested in hosting
any or several of the Age Group
Competitions, to express their
interest by filling in and sending
the attached Application Forms to
CAVB by 6th July 2022.

“We will appreciate it if
interested National Federations
indicated the proposed dates
between August and November
2022 during which they find
suitable to host the event(s), while
taking into consideration that we
shall need between nine (9) and
thirteen (13) days for each event.

“The actual competition days
will eventually be determined
based on the number of teams
that will register for the respective
events,” the statement added.
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How Boris Johnson survived no- conﬁdence vote, sack

By OROWO
VICTORIA OJIEH,
with agency report

ritish ~ Prime
Minister
Boris Johnson
won a “no-
confidence”
vote on Monday evening
and will remain in office
after lawmakers from his
Conservative  political
party voted in favor
of his leadership by a
margin of 211 to 148.
The vote could have
forced his resignation
after the prime minister
became involved in a
series of scandals.
The prime minister
needed a simple majority
of the 359 Conservative

members of Parliament
to vote in his favor.
He won that with 211
supporting him and 148
voting against him.

The no-confidence
vote comes after months
of pressure building on
Johnson’s leadership,
and this is the first vote
of its kind since Johnson
became prime minister
in 2019.

A vote of no
confidence in  the
Conservative Party is
triggered if the party’s
leaders receive letters of
request from at least 15%
of sitting Conservative
members of Parliament.

The prime minister
was fined by the
Metropolitan Police
in April for breaking

the law. He and his
colleagues held and
attended parties during
the height of COVID-19
lockdowns in 2020,
becoming  the first
sitting prime minister in
British history to receive
a sanction for breaking
the law.

It was revealed that
government  officials
were having wine and
cheese in Johnson's
official residence at
Number 10 Downing
Street, it was all caught
in photographs while
members of the public
were prevented from
visiting dying relatives
under COVID-19
restrictions they had
devised sparked mass
outrage.

The report included
a photo of the prime
minister making a toast
at a gathering held
in No. 10 to mark the
departure of one of his
special advisers, at a
time when the nation

was under a strict
lockdown.

Johnson has
apologized but his

popularity has dropped
in recent months, he
has since faced calls to
resign from opposition
lawmakers and also
members of his own
party.

The prime minister
of the United Kingdom
is not directly elected
to serve in the role,
but appointed by the
political ~ party  that

i

Boris Johnson

wins the majority of
seats in  Parliament.
If Johnson had lost
the vote on Monday,
the Conservative

Party, which holds the
majority, would have
chosen a new leader to
automatically take over
as prime minister.

British geologist jailed in Iraq for smuggling artefacts

By OROWO VICTORIA
OJIEH with agency
report

In a case that has attracted

international attention, a
British citizen has been
sentenced y by an Iraqi
court to 15 years in prison
on charges of attempting to
smuggle artifacts out of the
country.
The verdict handed down
to retired geologist Jim
Fitton, shocked the court
in Baghdad, including his
defense attorney. He and
his family have argued that
66-year-old Fitton had no
criminal intent.

A German  national
tried with Fitton, Volker
Waldmann, was found not
to have criminal intent in the
case and will be released.

“I thought the worst-case
scenario would be one year,
with  suspension,” Fitton’s
lawyer, Thair Soud, said,
visibly shocked.

Judge Jabir Abd Jabir
found that by picking up
the artefacts, which were
dated as older than 200 years
according to a technical
government  investigation,
and intending to transport

them out of the country,
Fitton had criminal intent to
smuggle them.

The judge did not consider
Soud’s arguments that laid
out Fitton’s ignorance of Iraqi
laws and the value of the
items he had picked up.

Fiton and Waldmann
were arrested at Baghdad

airport on March 20 after
airport security discovered
the items in their luggage.
They had been part of a
tourism expedition across the
country’s ancient sites.
Twelve  fragments  of
pottery and other shards
were found in Fitton's
possession by Iraqi

authorities, all of them
collected as  souvenirs,
Fitton’s family says, during
a group tourism expedition
to Eridu, an ancient
Mesopotamian site in what
is now Dhi Qar province.
Waldmann's defence team
had said that the German
tourist had been carrying the

pieces for Fitton, but that he
did not pick them up from
the site.

Both men were charged
with smuggling based on the
country’s antiquities laws,
which potentially could have
been punished by the death
penalty. However, officials
had said that was only a

remote possibility.

Fitton’s lawyer said he
intends to appeal Fitton's
sentence immediately. It is
not clear if Fitton will be able
to serve his sentence in his
home country, which is a
possibility due to a prisoner
transfer treaty between Iraq
and the United Kingdom.

§'West govs get ultimatum to avert further massacres, acts of terrorism

By FRIDAY OMOSOLA, Akure

the insecurity occurrences in the

state governments to establish

must be co-opted to avoid a breach

Following the terror attack at
St. Francis Catholic Church in
Owo, Owo Local Government
on Sunday, leaders of thought in
Yorubaland have declared and
made seven points demands for
South-West governors to avert
further attacks. The leaders in
a statement, asked South-West
Governors to immediately embark
on an “operation sweep terrorism
out of Yorubaland” to be led by
their Chairman and Ondo State
Governor, Oluwarotimi Akeredolu,
being the latest victim of terrorism
attack.

In the statement signed by
Otunba Deji Osibogun and Engr.
Yomi Bolarinwa, the leaders
expressed worry over the inability
of security agencies to nip all

country and why many of the
herders who are Fulani terrorists
(whether real or disguised),
have not been apprehended or
prosecuted. The statement added
that operation sweep terrorism
out of Yorubaland must not stop at
their arrests, but must also proceed
towards the diligent prosecution of
their cases which ordinarily attracts
death penalty for their murderous
activities. The statement read in
part: “No culprit once apprehended
must be transferred to Abuja where
often times they are never tried but
released to embark again on their
aborted missions. All cases must be
tried and prosecuted in Yorubaland
where the crimes are committed.”
Furthermore, the leaders advised
the governors to temporarily
ban motorcycles(Okada) for the
next 10 months, in order for the

appropriate regulations for its
operations or pass laws for its
total ban. Also, the statement
added that each State Security
Councils in conjunction with all
local governments council areas
should commence an immediate
residency registration programme
of all security personnel in each
state. The leaders asked each
state government to establish a
law or an edict for compulsory
registration of neighbourhood
associations, and collaborate with
the Police Community Relations
associations in each Divisional
Police Headquarters.

“Similarly,  security  outfits
operating across all the 137+19
LGs in SW including Kogi(12),
Kwara(5) and Edo(2) must be
registered. In this regard, the
Governors of Kogi and Kwara

of security or loopholes from their
areas.

“The proposed OPERATION
SWEEP  TERRORISM  OUT
OF YORUBALAND must be
coordinated in conjunction with
Amotekun , OPC, Agbekoya,
Yoruba  Hunters  Association
and our farmers union. A thirty
day(30) period of evaluation and
implementation of these 7 point
demands is hereby proposed
to the governors so they can be
implemented on behalf of innocent
Yoruba sons and daughters who
now live in daily fear and those
in diaspora who are too scared to
return home.”

The leaders said any further
massacre in Yorubaland as a result
of non-implementation of the seven
demands must be squarely blamed
on the governors.
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